CAMEROON: North-West and South-West
Situation Report No. 10
As of 31 August 2019

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 1 – 31
August 2019. The next report will be issued in October.

HIGHLIGHTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

30,000 people in the North-West (NW) received e-voucher assistance from
CRS and 2,300 in the South-West (SW) were supported through paper
vouchers by IRC.
128,000 people in the NWSW received food and livelihood assistance.
12,795 children were vaccinated for polio and 11,156 for measles in the
SW.
An attack against the Akwaya Hospital in the NW and an ambulance in
Akum (NW) were reported.
Out of 1,814 children aged 6-59 months screened for acute malnutrition, 63
were diagnosed with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and were referred
for treatment.
The number of unaccompanied and separated children in the Child
Protection Area of Responsibility (CP AoR) is estimated at 5% of all IDP
children.
70% of IDPs interviewed in both regions need NFI assistance.
A total of 34 WASH activities were implemented in the NWSW reaching
11,247 individuals (NW 4,479 and SW 6,768).

Source: OCHA
The boundaries and names shown, and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations.
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SITUATION OVERVIEW
Humanitarian
The humanitarian situation in the North-West and South-West (NWSW) remains intrinsically tied to the political crisis, the
deteriorating security situation and the resulting high level of protection incidents. As civilians continue to be targeted by
excessive violence including burning of houses, displacement levels continue to grow leading to a concerning increase in
humanitarian needs.

Political
August was marked by the Government’s campaign to encourage communities in NWSW to send their children back to
school in September and by counter-actions by non-State armed groups (NSAGs) to ensure that schools remained closed
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until a political solution to the crisis is found. The politicization of education by all sides has resulted in 9 out of 10 children
in NWSW having no access to learning or education for three years.
On 26 August the Ministries of Basic and Secondary Education met in Yaounde to map out strategies for their back to
school campaign which included increasing security/armed presence close to schools. On 14 August, NSAGs released
statements declaring lockdowns from 2 to 6 September and from 9 to 13 September in order to prevent school
resumption. On 23 August, Catholic Bishops of the Bamenda Provincial Episcopal Conference wrote an open letter to
separatists, parents, teachers and the Government calling for school resumption and an end to attacks on schools.
On 20 August 2019 the Yaoundé Military Tribunal sentenced Sisiku Ayuk Tabe and nine other separatist leaders to life
imprisonment and a 250 billion CFA fine. The ten leaders were arrested in Nigeria and extradited to Cameroon in January
2018. In reaction to the sentencing, which provoked widespread criticism within civil society, NSAGs declared a lockdown
in NWSW from the 26 August to 13 September, prolonging the previously announced two-week lockdown to three weeks.
In fear of potential confrontations between NSAGs and Government defense forces during the lockdown days, as well as
people resorting to sending their children to school elsewhere, a significant number of people left urban centres in NWSW
for other areas in Cameroon.
On 2 August 2019 the United States senate passed resolution 292 calling on the Cameroon Government and separatist
leaders to end violence, respect human rights and to engage in dialogue. On 26 August, Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada
(LRWC), supported by the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Africa (CHRDA) and the Raoul Wallenberg Centre
for Human Rights (RWCHR), submitted a statement to the 42nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council
calling for an end to atrocities in the NWSW.

Security
Lack of security in both rural and urban areas continues to worsen. Human rights violations continue to be committed by
both parties to the conflict. Arbitrary arrest, burning of villages and indiscriminate killing of civilians are conducted with
impunity.

FUNDING
HRP funding in the NWSW*

Funding by sector (in million US$)

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and inkind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
Education
In advance of the 2019-2020 school year, two Education Cluster and Strategic Advisory
Group (SAG) meetings were held in Bamenda and in Buea on 2 and 17 August 2019
respectively with UN agencies, INGOs and local NGO representatives. All Education Cluster
and SAG meetings at both regions discussed cluster strategies to ensure support for children
to fulfill their human right to education in a safe environment. UNICEF and Education Cluster
partners joined efforts on community sensitization on the neutrality of humanitarian assistance
in education and the necessity of ensuring the safety of children.

1,070
school aged children
(55% girls) reached with
non-formal neutral
education interventions
across 11 divisions

1,070 school aged children (55% girls) were reached with non-formal neutral education
interventions across 11 divisions in the two regions during the summer holiday period. The Education Cluster is working
to improve the monitoring of and support to such initiatives.
Among the agreed strategies for reaching children with education in emergencies, the Education Cluster has opted for the
provision of ‘capitation grants’ to operational schools. The purpose of this assistance is to reduce the drop-out rates of
those children who can access private and public schools through financial support to the school. Education Cannot Wait
(ECW) partners are leading a process to select the beneficiary schools (178) and risk assessments are ongoing.
UNESCO has also started a needs assessment in collaboration with the University of Buea.
To mitigate the risks for children and teachers, UNICEF is planning to train displaced and other teachers in the NWSW
during the month of September in collaboration with the already established team of anglophone trainers. The objective of
this training is to equip teachers with the skills needed to provide psychosocial support in the classroom, identify and refer
children with special needs to child protection services, and perform – as teachers - in a context of high insecurity (i.e.
evacuate or run a lock down in case of security incidents).
Additionally, in collaboration with the Children’s Radio Foundation (SA), a UNICEF radio education programme prototype
is being introduced in communities to assess relevance, acceptability and conflict sensitivity, including in hard to reach
communities.

Food Security
In August, 15 partners collectively assisted 127,918 people in the
NWSW regions out of which 118,880 received food items (29,893
NW; 88,987 SW) from WFP, INGOs and local NGOs. FAO and
other organizations provided agriculture and livelihood assistance to
People reached with food
sales of table birds by
9,038 persons (4,090 NW; 4,948 SW) including activities like home
and livelihood assistance
500 households
gardening, eggs and broiler production and trainings. Through a
local NGO (ASWA-RUDEP), FAO continues the monitoring of
support for 1,000 mini poultry units in the NWSW regions with approximately 7,235 eggs harvested daily by 500
households. 500 families for broiler (meat) production have sold table birds worth approximately 63,296,000 XAF. After
vendor selection and trainings, CRS provided food assistance through the e-voucher modality to 30,000 people in the NW
region (Mezam division) while IRC continues to assist 2,300 people in the SW region (Meme and Fako divisions) using
the paper voucher modality.

128K

63,3K

Within the perspective of diversifying assistance and delivery modes, WFP intends to increase momentum through the
possible rollout of the SCOPE platform in Cameroon. The SCOPE platform is a web-based application used for
beneficiary registration, intervention setup, distribution planning, transfers and distribution reporting. To this effect, a 5-day
training was organized from 19 to 23 August in Yaoundé to build field staff capacity for effective implementation. This saw
the participation of 18 WFP staff including 2 staff from the SW.
The Cluster continues to encourage information sharing for better analysis and planning. An assessment registry has
been developed to enable better tracking of food security related assessments that have been conducted or planned for
2019 including WFP´s Emergency Food Security Assessments (EFSA) which is planned for September 2019. This is
expected to be included in the Cadre Harmonisé analysis to be completed in October 2019.
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Health
The SW region has two health districts (Limbe and Ekondo Titi) with
confirmed cases of measles while one health district in the NW
(Kumbo East) has declared two suspected cases of measles. The
preparedness and ability to respond to outbreaks in both regions
Children polio
Measles vaccinations
has been greatly affected by the crisis. Epidemiological surveillance
vaccinations
and essential health care delivery remain key priorities. UNICEF
and WHO supported mini vaccination campaigns against measles in
three health areas (Mabeta, Moliwe and Sea port health areas) in the Limbe health district during which 12,795 children
between 0 – 59 months received polio vaccines and 11,156 children received measles and rubella vaccines, and vitamin
A.

12,8K

11,2K

Health Cluster partners were able to provide access to essential healthcare, sexual reproductive healthcare, and conduct
health promotion activities in Mezam, Momo, Njoketunjia, Ndonga-Mantung, Fako, Meme, Ndian and Manyu divisions.
UNFPA, through implementing partners in Mezam, Ngo-Ketunjia, Meme, Ndian and Manyu divisions, was able to reach a
total of 3,498 persons with ERH kits. The services provided included 15,950 condoms distributed to 1,266 persons, 1,145
clean delivery kits given to pregnant women, 79 survivors of rape received treatment, 11 women and girls were reached
with contraceptives, 555 persons were treated for STIs, 237 assisted deliveries were carried out in health facilities, 62
cases of complications related to deliveries/abortions were managed, 92 caesarean sections were carried out, and 41
women/girls received transfusions.
Action Against Hunger (AAH) continued mobile clinic operations in the SW region, with direct implementation in Fako and
jointly through a partnership with CARITAS in the Meme division. A total of 550 consultations (253 boys; 297 girls) were
provided to children below five years of age. Surveillance on diseases of epidemic potential continued and 48 pregnant
women benefitted from ANC services. Screening for malnutrition continued with seven cases of SAM detected in Meme
division.
UNICEF through their implementing partner Reach Out (within the Rapid Response Mechanism) ensured the vaccination
of 317 children (166 males; 151 females) from June to August in the Ekondo Titi health district. A measles prevention
programme for 13 health districts in the NWSW with CBC which is in Phase 1 commenced in August. The programme
targets at least 80,000 children between 6 months and 15 years. Routine immunization targets 17,000 children and 3,000
pregnant women. UNICEF, MSF and Reach Out are planning reactive multi-antigen campaign with measles, rubella and
polio vaccines associated with the provision of vitamin A and deworming tablets targeting 23,004 children in Ekondo Titi
health district for the coming weeks.
Attacks on health care remained a major challenge for health actors in the NWSW. At least two attacks on health care (an
arson attack on the Akwaya District Hospital (NW) and shots fired at an ambulance in Akum (NW)) were reported during
this period. This continues to negatively affect the availability of health services. Advocacy at various levels and a
strategic protection intervention for health care are urgently needed.

Nutrition
According to FEWSNET1, persistent conflict will continue to lead to a deterioration of
livelihoods and limited food access among displaced households and host communities.
Coupled with limited provision of assistance to displaced households in inaccessible areas,
this will result in food crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes until at least January 2020. The Nutrition
children diagnosed with
Cluster assumes that the nutrition situation is unlikely to improve in the coming months due to
severe acute malnutrition
prevailing vulnerabilities that are closely linked to malnutrition including population
displacement, food insecurity, deteriorating hygiene situation and limited access to
healthcare. Through community-based surveillance, two confirmed cases of measles were reported in Bakassi health
district and two suspected cases of cholera in the Buea health district.2 If not contained, any spread of measles and acute
watery diarrhea (AWD)/cholera could have a devastating impact on the nutrition status of children. The Nutrition Cluster is
closely monitoring the situation and a rapid nutrition assessment is planned.

63

Nutrition partners continued to provide nutrition services to the affected population including screening, referral, treatment
of SAM, vitamin A supplementation (VAS), training of health workers and promotion of appropriate IYCF-E practices.
1
2

FEWSNET, Remote Monitoring Report August 2019
Health Cluster Bulletin # 1 August 2019
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Services were provided through both mobile clinic/outreach and stationery facilities. A total of 1,814 children aged 6-59
months were screened for acute malnutrition (1,191) of which 63 were diagnosed with SAM and were referred for
treatment. 433 children and 1,650 caregivers were reached with VAS and IYCF-E messaging respectively. Nutrition
response was implemented by AAH, Cameroon Baptist Convection Health Services (CBCHS), Doctors Without Borders
and Reach Out. Reach Out and CBCHS implemented the nutrition services through the UNICEF supported Rapid
Response Mechanism (RRM) targeting populations in hard to reach areas.
Plans to roll out Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme (BSFP) by WFP are still underway and will be implemented
in Fako, Manyu, and Meme in the SW and Bui, Mezam, and Ngo-Ketunjia in the NW as these areas have been identified
as the most food insecure, according to EFSA 2019. BSFP plans to reach a total of 16,251 children from 6-23 months
with Super Cereal Plus for the periods covering September to December 2019. WFP also plans to conduct the second
round of EFSA in the month of September 2019, whereby nutrition indicators (MUAC, Oedema and IYCF) will be
collected. Capacity building for health workers on key thematic areas on nutrition is being developed.
Nutrition interventions were greatly affected in the month of August 2019 due to movement restrictions imposed by the
NSAG. Lack of adequate services for management of Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) were noted as children
identified with MAM are only provided with nutrition counselling. Existing nutrition partners have limited capacity to
support the nutrition response especially the inpatient case management of children with SAM.

Protection
During the reporting period, protection
monitoring was conducted in 7 divisions in
the NWSW by INTERSOS and DRC. A
total of 820 incidents were recorded in
New IDPs recorded in
of protection incidents
Increase of protection
both regions which is a 4% increase
NWSW
reported with 620 in SW
incidents reported
compared to the month of July (789
and 194 in NW in August compared to the month of
incidents). 620 cases were identified in the
2019
July
SW, mainly in Meme, Fako, Lebialem and
Manyu, while 194 were reported in the NW in Momo, Boyo and Bui. Torching of houses remains the main protection
concern as this accounts for more than 41% of the protection incidents recorded. Other incidents recorded are 144
(17,6%) cases relating to child protection and 30 cases (4%) of GBV. More than 4,500 new IDPs (2,700 in the NW and
1,800 in the SW) from 523 households were identified and reported within the month of August.

4,5K

814

4%

Eleven awareness/sensitization sessions on protection focusing on human rights violations, child protection and SGBV
were conducted in the NW (Bamenda, Kumbo, Ndop and Wum) and the SW (Limbe, Muyuka, Konye, Mamfe and Ekondo
Titi). 8,100 community members were reached by sensitisation (4,700 in the NW; 3,400 in the SW). 16 focus group
discussions were also held in various field locations in both regions to explore issues related SGBV.
In terms of direct responses, 17 individual cases of child protection were supported with healthcare, access to food and
NFIs (mattress, mosquito nets, blankets). Five GBV cases benefited from individual cash support to facilitate access to
medical services. Five psychosocial cases received support. 15 persons (5 women, 10 men) benefited from civil or
identity documentation support. Two trainings were held in Buea and Limbe for 25 persons (14 women and 9 men) on
GBV and information management.
The Protection Cluster held its bi-weekly coordination meeting in Buea on 1 August 2019. The major outcomes of the
meeting were the review and adoption of the Protection Cluster Strategy and the monthly Protection Cluster Bulletin
template. The protection monitoring report for June 2019 was presented followed by protection analysis presentations for
the month of July by protection monitoring actors. The Protection Cluster SAG held a work session to develop the
Strategic Action Plan on 14 August 2019. A final document will be approved by the protection assembly.
Lack of civilian identification has been one of the major challenges facing IDPs. About 60% of persons of concern in both
NWSW regions indicate that they have no civil status documents greatly reducing their mobility and, consequently, their
access to basic services. Monitoring findings across the seven divisions indicate gaps in referral pathways as some
localities lack primary services.

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
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Child Protection
Child protection actors continued activities
with special focus on psychosocial support
and case management for
unaccompanied and separated children
boys and girls have been
boys and girls UASC
Protection incidents
(UASC). To date, 6,773 children (3,091
provided with
have benefited from case
reported August 2019
boys; 3,682 girls) have benefited from
Psychosocial Support
management services
psychosocial support while 74 UASC (39
(PSS) in 2019
boys and 35 girls) benefited from case
management services. These numbers include those reached through innovative approaches designed to reach children
in hard-to-reach areas. They were reached by actors implementing the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) in the SW
(Ndian division) and the NW (Bui division).

6,8K

74

144

CP Area of Responsibility (AoR) continued to engage with the HNO-HRP process agreeing that the two indicators to be
monitored will be the number of children in need of psychosocial support and the number of unaccompanied and
separated children. The number of unaccompanied and separated children in the CP AoR is estimated at 5% of all IDP
children.
More than 50 children along with their teachers and council workers were kidnapped in Bui division (NW) while
participating in a campaign run by the Mayor of Oku Council to support children to earn pocket money ahead of the
school year. The children who were reportedly between the ages of 7 - 10 years were allegedly beaten and later released.
This led to the immediate discontinuation of school activities as parents withdrew their children.
The CP AoR participated in the Protection Cluster SAG and the development of a Protection Action Plan. The CP AoR
SAG will make use of the Protection Cluster Strategy and Action Plan to revise and strengthen the CP AoR strategies.

GBV Sub-Cluster
The protection situation remains a serious concern in some
localities for women, boys, and girls. No systematic GBV response
mechanisms exist at community level in many localities. In some
communities, preventive and response measures have been taken
such as restriction of movement of women and girls (e.g. women
and girls are no longer in charge of collecting wood or going to
distant farms). If a GBV incident occurs, family members are often
the first responders.

6,6K

30

Persons reached with
Emergency Reproductive
Health (ERH) and dignity
kits

Protection incidents
reported in August 2019

In response to the immediate humanitarian needs of affected populations in the NWSW, UNFPA, during the reporting
period, reached a total of 6,576 persons through the provision of Emergency Reproductive Health (ERH) and dignity kits.
Life-saving interventions that directly target women of reproductive age (15-49 years), sexually active men, adolescents
and young people, particularly those with disabilities, among IDPs in the NWSW regions of Cameroon were carried out
during the reporting period. These interventions included clinical management of rape survivors, and prevention treatment
for HIV transmission and unwanted pregnancies for survivors. A total of 5,650 ERH kits were distributed (2,152 in the NW;
3,498 in the SW). 935 dignity kits were distributed (831 IDPs and 104 to host communities) in the SW and 72 in the NW.
Four safe spaces established in the NWSW for psychosocial support and case management continued to operate.
Sensitization on different topics such as social cohesion and life skills/peace building to the affected women, girls and
adolescents is ongoing. Over 373 actors were capacitated on various thematic areas of sexual and reproductive health
and GBV. 78 frontline staff of UNFPA partners have so far been trained on the protection against sexual exploitation and
abuse. Service mapping of GBV actors in NWSW was finalized and disseminated. GBV SOPs and referral pathways were
also finalized and are now available.
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Shelter
In August, significant displacement was
observed as people fled violence and the
potential consequence of the lockdowns
announced by the NSAGs. Also, many
of IDPs interviewed in
people reached with NFI
people reached with
people moved to other areas of Cameroon
NWSW expressed the
assistance since the
shelter assistance since
to avail of schooling opportunities. The
need for assistance in
beginning of this year
the beginning of this year
continuous burning of houses in villages
NFI
increased the need for shelter and NFIs in
both regions. 70% of IDPs interviewed in both regions expressed the need for NFI assistance. Displaced persons in the
bushes also have difficulty in accessing essential services such as water, healthcare and food.

70%

76K

66K

During the reporting period 1,240 persons received NFI assistance making a total of 75,991 people who have been
supported with NFI assistance since January. 280 households benefited from shelter assistance in August. A total of
65,969 persons have been reached with shelter assistance since the beginning of this year. More than half of them with
light shelter kits (tarpaulin and rope, without tools), while less than 40% have received standard shelter kits.
The Shelter/NFI response in the NW is significantly smaller compared to the SW, despite the needs being much higher,
due to lack of funding. UNHCR plans to distribute an additional 3,000 shelter kits in the SW and 4,000 in the NW in the
coming months and 3,000 NFIs in the NW and 2,000 in the SW.

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
According to the Chief of Service of Water for the SW region, almost 80% of streams/rivers
are polluted by surface runoff. However, affected populations that depend on these water
sources receive less than half the amount of adequate aqua tabs for purification.

11,2K
individuals reached with

A total number of 34 WASH activities were implemented in the NWSW reaching 11,247
WASH assistance
individuals (NW 4,479 and SW 6,768). The main activities included hygiene promotion
(4,235), water supply (4,027 persons), WASH NFI kit distribution (2,565), sanitation (418) and
WASH training (2). The key constraints continue to be limited access to the affected population due to road blockages,
ghost towns, lockdowns as well as lack of funding.

The WASH Cluster held Hygiene Promotion Technical Group (HPTWG), SAG and WASH Cluster coordination meetings
in Buea on 8 and 22 August 2019. Similar meetings were held in Bamenda on 31 July 2019 and a second one planned for
29 August was postponed until 19 September because of the three weeks lockdown.
Figure 1: People reached with WASH assistance in August 2019
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For further information, please contact:
James Nunan, Head of Office NWSW, nunan@un.org, Tel: +237 691511590
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.
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