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Surge in displacement in the Sahel
A surge in conflict and insecurity in the Sahel over the last 18 months has had a
devastating effect on the humanitarian situation in region. Presently, 3.5 million people
are displaced, a two-fold increase from February 2014.
“Today we are confronted by a Sahel with multiple layers of vulnerability and risk, natural
and increasingly man-made. Acute needs generated by conflicts and displacements
come on top of the chronic crises that the region has been facing for decades,” Robert
Piper, the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel, said during a UN Member
States briefing on conflict and displacement in the Sahel held in Geneva at the end of
May 2015.
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“A very troubling and dangerous dynamic is now unfolding in the Sahel … a dramatic
escalation in conflict is changing fundamentally the equation that we are trying to address
in the Sahel,” Piper pointed out.

3.5
million

1.5 million

250,000

FUNDING OF THE
SAHEL STRATEGY
USD$1.986 billion
requested
USD$ 491 million
received (in SRP)

www.unocha.un.org/rowca | www.unocha.org
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA
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“As the needs go up
and the footprint
shrinks, we are
balancing very
serious dilemmas
about how to ensure
delivering response
while at the same
time ensuring our
teams are not put at
risk.”

The Sahel crisis deepened when widespread food insecurity and malnutrition began to
more severely affect the region in 2012. Over the past two years, however, physical
insecurity due to conflicts has been increasingly the culprit for the spiraling humanitarian
needs in the region. In north-east Nigeria, the terror inflicted by Boko Haram has driven
over 1.5 million people from their homes. More than a quarter of them have been
displaced since February 2015. Further 250,000 people have fled Nigeria and insecure
border areas for safety in neighbouring Chad, Cameroon and Niger. Yet the localities to
which they have fled are themselves beset by food scarcity and lack basic services. The
inhabitants of these areas already face multiple difficulties and survival is a daily struggle.
Compounding existing vulnerabilities
“Insecurity and displacement and chronic hunger and malnutrition have a dangerously
symbiotic relationship,” Piper stressed. “Hunger and malnutrition make for fertile ground
for grievance and radicalization… Precious Government resources are increasingly
channeled to security at the expense of the social sector, and the policy and political
environment - in which hard choices are necessary in order to reverse deep-seated
structural vulnerabilities - is hostile to say the least.”
One such region is Diffa, in southern Niger, where the population has recently doubled
due to the influx of the displaced from Nigeria. They arrived in Niger in extremely
vulnerable state, with little food and few possessions after having fled Boko Haram
violence. Resources in the host communities however, are extremely scarce. Even before
the influx of refugees and returnees, half of Diffa’s population was food insecure.
While countries like Niger have made significant gains over the past years to bolster
programmes in support of more sustainable food production, they cannot keep up with
the additional burden caused by the displacemen. Additional humanitarian aid will be
required to come to the rescue of millions across the Sahel this coming lean season.
Shrinking operational space
The threat of insecurity posed by armed groups and active conflict continues to limit
humanitarian access and put at risk the lives of those seeking to deliver the much-needed
aid. Last year, 11 aid workers were attacked in Mali and Cameroon, of whom two were
killed in northern Mali. The operational environment in Mali remains complex and hobbled
by access constraints. These include violence against humanitarian actors, their property
or infrastructure. Military operations or armed group activities also pose hurdles. Over the
past three months, at least 15 humanitarian organizations have had to temporarily
suspend their activities and /or relocate part or all of their staff.
“We are particularly concerned by the increasingly difficult environment in which our
teams have to operate,” said Piper. “As the needs go up and the footprint shrinks, we are
balancing very serious dilemmas about how to ensure delivering response while at the
same time ensuring our teams are not put at risk.”
John Musa, 39, a
Nigerian refugee in
Minawao camp in
northern
Cameroon.
“I was shot and
escaped jumping
on one leg, the
other one badly
injured… My wife
and three children
are with me. We
cannot go back.
Thinking about
Nigeria hurts me
deep inside. I
simply try not to
think of it.”

www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org
For an interactive summary of humanitarian action required in 2015,
visit: www.unocha.org/2015
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives
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Insecurity along
border areas
hampers
humanitarian
assessments and
provision of
assistance to the
displaced
populations.

Cameroon: Insecurity, refuge and displacement
Sporadic attacks by Boko Haram insurgents, who have been under increasing pressure
by the armies of Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria over the past two months, continue
to torment communities around Lake Chad where tens of thousands have been left
destitute by the insurgency.
Cross-border raids
In Cameroon, where Boko Haram fighters have carried out multiple cross-border
incursions, around 96,000 people have been forced from their homes in the Far North
Region, according to government estimates. In addition, 74,000 Nigerians have sought
refuge in the region that borders north-eastern Nigeria, the heartland of the insurgents.
In one of their recent major cross-border attacks in April, Boko Haram fighters raided Bia
village near Lake Chad in the Far North Region, killing 19 people. Insecurity along the
border areas has hampered humanitarian assessments and provision of assistance to the
displaced. In certain areas of the Far North, military escorts are necessary as a last
resort.

Providing assistance
Humanitarian organisations are striving to assist the displaced and host communities.
The World Food Programme plans to provide food and nutritional assistance to 225,000
refugees, IDPs and vulnerable host populations in the region this year. However, it needs
more financial support to reach the target.
The Far North Region is one of Cameroon’s poorest. According to UNICEF, results of the
2014 nationwide survey using SMART methods indicate that Far North, North and
www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org
For an interactive summary of humanitarian action required in 2015,
visit: www.unocha.org/2015
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives
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In Cameroon, severe
acute malnutrition in
the Far North has
surpassed the 2.2
percent emergency
threshold.

Adamawa regions have a global acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence of nine, 6.7, and
5.2 percent respectively. The GAM emergency threshold is 15 percent. However, severe
acute malnutrition in the Far North has surpassed the 2.2 percent emergency threshold.
In April, OCHA, IOM, UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP conducted a high-level mission in the
Far North to assess the response capacity and to establish a coordination mechanism to
assist the population affected by Boko Haram violence and other emergencies. The
mission followed a visit by the High Commissioner for refugees, Antonio Guterres, the
previous month.
Challenges
Insecurity remains the biggest worry. Between January and April, 18 insurgent attacks
were recorded, compared to 27 in the whole of 2014. Certain areas of the Far North are
mined, posing great danger to civilians and aid groups. Limited health services and public
infrastructure around Minawao camp are the other challenges.
Currently, Minawao, which was established in July 2013, is home to around 35,000
refugees. The harsh environment means ground water is hard to find. However, there is
now sufficient water supply for the camp residents. Provision of education, protection,
shelter and health are also encountering various difficulties.
Cameroon, which has actively supported the humanitarian interventions, is also hosting
some 225,000 Central African refugees in its eastern region, nearly 140,000 of whom
arrived since January 2014 following an escalation of militant attacks. In the month of
April 2015, no new major influx was observed. The Central African Republic refugees are
settled within communities rather than in camps.

CAR: Community radio - a lifeline during crisis
“You’re turning on a
light. Information is like
a light. It’s taking people
out of the dark.”

In war-torn Central African Republic (CAR), a community radio in Bambari is bringing
together Muslims and Christians to build tolerance and ease tensions.

After nine months of radio silence, Bambari’s residents are on the air again with a new
radio station that is reaching the town’s fractured community. In June 2014, armed groups
clashed in and around Bambari — the second biggest town in CAR — displacing over

www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org
For an interactive summary of humanitarian action required in 2015,
visit: www.unocha.org/2015
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives
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40,000 people. Many people sought refuge in neighbouring towns, but settlements for
displaced people were also established in Bambari.

The new radio is one of
the few stations that
have been set up in
CAR to help
communities overcome
the challenges of
restoring peace.

“We are very happy to have this new radio that allows us to promote social cohesion
among the fractured communities. We all lived together at first, but the crisis has made
everyone forget that, violence does not make sense, we want peace. Not only in Bambari
but throughout the country we need everyone to feel at home,” said Adja Kalthouma,
President of the managing committee of the new radio station.
Radio Lego Ti la Ouaka, or The Voice of Ouaka in Sango, the local language, was
launched in February. It broadcasts social-cohesion messages, humanitarian public
service announcements, community messaging and music for two hours a day, but the
plan is to expand on-air time gradually.
Community effort
Though the project was implemented by Internews, getting the station up and running
was a community effort. Community leaders, civil society, and women and youth groups
were involved in the earliest discussions. The community management committee reflects
this diverse support: it is headed by a Muslim woman, and the remaining members are
Christian or Muslim women and men. It is a powerful example of cooperation in a country
still grappling with intercommunal violence.
“What we have already experienced is really significant; the radio is a tool of
reconciliation, if you see us Muslims and Christians together here, it is because of the
radio,” said Marie-Hélène Nzapanede, Vice President of the managing committee.
Unbiased information empowers communities

Pass any of the kiosks and shops strewn along the roadsides in Bambari and you will
notice that they have one thing in common: radios. It is how people stay informed.
For a successful implementation of the project, Internews distributed 200 solar-powered
radios to residents. “Most of us have no televisions,” said one listener, Ibrahim
Mamasalet. “We have little access to newspapers or the Internet, so it is easier to get
information from radios. They are basically our lifeline.”

www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org
For an interactive summary of humanitarian action required in 2015,
visit: www.unocha.org/2015
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives
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Beset by the ongoing crisis, Bambari’s residents have an acute need for a reliable,
balanced and timely source of information, and there is hope that Radio Lego Ti la Ouaka
can fill this void.
“You’re turning on a light. Information is like a light. It’s taking people out of the dark,” said
one listener, referring to the information that the radio provides. Listeners and numerous
expert studies confirm that community radios are powerful tools for social cohesion. The
station offers a voice to minorities and contributing to a sense of national belonging.
But in addition to helping ease tensions and counteract malicious propaganda, such radio
stations are important for transmitting humanitarian messages and communicating with
communities.
“The communication process envisioned is a two-way process. We want to get questions
from the community: what do they want to know and what are their concerns?” said
Theophane Patinvoh, Internews Trainer and Radio Station Supervisor.
The dilemma of sustainability
Funded by the OCHA-managed Common Humanitarian Fund, the new radio is one of the
few stations that have been set up in CAR to help communities overcome the challenges
of restoring peace. However, once the project is complete, it will become harder to secure
funding to continue operations.
“It is crucial the radio continues functioning to fully impact the community, thus we are
looking at developing activities generating revenue to ensure a long life of the radio after
the funds end,” said Mathias Manirakiza, Director of Internews in CAR.
Since December 2013, more than 3,000 people have been killed in violence in CAR, and
more than 438,000 are displaced across the country. They include 58,000 people in the
capital, Bangui, and more than 423,000 refugees in neighbouring countries. CAR faces a
humanitarian crisis of major proportions with some 2.7 million people —over half of the
population—in dire need of immediate assistance.

Calls for vigilance
as Guinea and
Sierra Leone are
still battling to halt
the spread of
infections.

Ebola update
Outbreak declared over in Liberia
The World Health Organisation on 9 May
declared the Ebola outbreak in Liberia over.
Calls for vigilance were however stressed
especially as neighbouring Guinea and Sierra
Leone are still battling to halt the spread of
infections.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf called for the
maintenance of precautionary measures,
pointing out that the “most difficult task has just
begun.” Liberia established a 90-day “enhanced
surveillance period” to guard against renewed
infections, as it remains at a high risk given
continuing transmission in the neighbouring
countries and the porous borders between
them.
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Cases on plateau in Guinea and Sierra Leone
Infections rates have dropped in Guinea and Sierra Leone but in recent weeks have been
www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org
For an interactive summary of humanitarian action required in 2015,
visit: www.unocha.org/2015
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives
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Health teams
continue to face
hostility among
some communities
that are wary of
medical
intervention, still
fearful or have
misconceptions
about Ebola.

plateauing again. In early May, Sierra Leone went for eight straight days without any
confirmed Ebola case, but the lull was shattered after eight new cases were recorded a
few days later. A second zero-infections window was also broken with the eruption of new
cases.
Guinea’s prefectures of Boké, Dubréka, Forécariah and Fria are currently the four Ebola
active areas. Community resistance still remains an obstacle. Health teams continue to
face hostility among some communities that are wary of medical intervention, still fearful
or have misconceptions about Ebola. In Sierra Leone, the virus is now down to just three
districts, in the capital, (Western Area Urban), Kambia, (sharing a border with Guinea)
and in Port Loko - a riverine district, with the current outbreak close to the international
airport of Lungi and opposite the capital city of Freetown.

Sahel Funding Status Overview
2015 Sahel Appeal Funded at 25 percent as of 29 May

As of 29 May, the US $1.986 billion Sahel Humanitarian Strategic Response Plan (SRP)
had received $491 million, representing 25 percent funding. Separately, $110 million has
been received outside the joint regional plan. The top three donors are the US, the
European Union and Japan.
Burkina Faso, Niger and Cameroon are the three countries whose funding requirements
have been met most, with each respectively receiving 44, 42 and 37 percent. Shelter,
Protection and early recover are the least funded sectors so far.
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