16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM CAMPAIGN 2017 REPORT
THEME: Leave No One Behind, End Violence Against Women And Girls

Introduction
The Gender Based Violence (GBV) sub sector in the conflict affected states of northeast Nigeria (Borno,
Adamawa and Yobe) joined the rest of the world to mark the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based
Violence. Under the theme: "Leave no one behind: End Violence Against Women and Girls", GBV partners
together scaled up engagement with leaders and communities conducting sensitisation on GBV/SEA
principles, increasing awareness and promoting advocacy for a safe environment for women and girls.
Under the leadership of the respective State Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development
(SMWASD), a series of activities ranging from policy dialogues with leaders, engaging young people in and
out of school through debates, public processions, town hall meetings, activities with women's groups within
women and girl’s friendly spaces/centres, livelihood bazaar, radio talk shows among others.

BORNO STATE
INTRODUCTION:
Under the leadership of the Director of
Women Affairs and Social Development,
the GBV subsector working group
members commenced planning for the
16 days of activism against violence
against women and girls, an annual
event held worldwide to increase
awareness and advocate for a safe
environment for women and girls.
The planning was done by the ministry
of
Women
Affairs
and
Social
Development,
national
and
International NGOs among them:
CHAD, CRS, FHI 360, FIDA, IMC, IRC,
JDF, MDM, OXFAM, UNICEF, UNFPA
UNHCR, UNWFP and WINN.
Members agreed to have two phases of activities – the first one being a joint 16 days of activism launch
campaign to be held in Maiduguri. The launch was followed by a series of organization based activities that
would be held at different LGAs throughout Borno state (see summary of partner activities).
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25th November to 10th December 2017

THE LAUNCH OF 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM – 25TH NOVEMBER
The launch of the 16 days of activism campaign on violence against women and girls was held on 25th November
2017 at Pinnacle hotel in Maiduguri. The occasion was graced by the Permanent Secretary for Women Affairs;
Alhaji Mohammed Y Dankoli and the Director of Women Affairs; Hajia Yabawa Kolo. It was attended by over 150
participants comprising of: Representatives from the IDP community, Government agencies including SEMA and
NEMA, National and International humanitarian agencies working on GBV prevention and response, Civil Society
Organizations and Students from local secondary schools and the university together with their patrons.
The celebrations started at 10:00am with a word of prayer which was followed by a welcome speech from the
Director of Women Affairs. Other speeches were given by the chair of the Civil Society Network while a speech by
the UN Women representative was read by the Director for Women Affairs.
Advocacy messages were passed by IDP representatives from camps in Maiduguri. They reiterated the need for
increased protection of women and girls and increase of services to prevent risks of GBV, citing that sexual
exploitation was still a reality for many living in the camps and the informal settings.
The key note speeches were followed by panel discussions around three main themes:
1.
Access to justice: focused on educating the audience on the existing legal documents to protect women and
girls from GBV. The panelist Barrister Jummai Mshelia from Human Rights Commission reiterated the
importance of implementation of the existing legal frameworks addressing GBV ensuring that justice processes are
not interfered with through bribes, educating women and girls on the legal frameworks that protect them against
GBV and how they can seek legal services, educating security agents on reporting and investigation procedures for
GBV cases and advocating for the ratification of the VAPP Act in Borno State.
2.
Sexual violence: focused on the impact of sexual violence on women and girls and the need to have strong
and seamless referral system for survivors of sexual violence for medical care. Panelists, Hajia Yabawa Kolo
acknowledged the efforts made by the government through the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development
to support survivors of GBV. Professor Patricia Donli a lecturer at University of Maiduguri and the CEO of GePADc,
a local NGO spoke extensively on the negative impact of sexual violence on survivors and the society. While
emphasizing that each female is at risk, they called on the men to become increasingly engaged in the prevention
of sexual violence. Further recommendations were made to strengthen inter-ministerial coordination to improve

survivor access to services. Especially where challenges touch on different ministries – For example – Medical
report that requires coordination between Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Health. Both panelists emphasized
on the need to domesticate VAPP Act in Borno State and urged the humanitarian community to support activities
that will foster effective implementation of gender specific policies in Borno state.
GBV and education that focused on advocating for the protection of girls from GBV within the school context: The
panelist Mr. Babazanna Abdulkarim – special Advisor to the Governor stated the importance of assisting parents
to link entrepreneurship to support education of their children. Emphasis was made on the need to put in place
systems that are able to ensure that reporting mechanisms exist in
schools to prevent GBV from happening.
At the end of the panel discussions, three key commitments were
retained for further action by the Ministry of Women Affairs in
collaboration with other Ministries and the humanitarian agencies
led by the GBV subsector working group.
1.

Lobbying for domestication of VAPP in Borno state

2.
Establishing mechanisms for reporting and addressing GBV
in school including code of conduct for teachers, non-teachers and
students.
3.
Identifying focal points in the health and legal sector –
police to address rape cases within 48 hours.
The Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator represented by Crispen
Rukasha, the Deputy Head of Office of OCHA commended the work
that has been achieved by actors and reiterated the fact that GBV
was a reality and affected all sectors of life and should be taken
seriously in terms of the response actions to assist survivors as well
as prevention initiatives put in place by both government and the
humanitarian community.
Mural painting on the roles of women by a young boy
supported by IOM

The signing of the pledge banner and the viewing and purchase of
livelihood materials made by the IDP community concluded the
activities of the launch.

The media team comprising of the Borno Radio and television
network and the Nigerian Television Authority were present during
the launch and aired the proceedings on their respective television networks.
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY – 10TH DECEMBER
The International Human Rights Day, celebrated on 10th December marked the end of the 16 days of Activism on
violence against women and girls. The commemoration of the Human Rights Day was held on 8th December under
the leadership of UNHCR in coordination with the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) at Bakasi IDP camp in
Maiduguri.
The occasion was attended by the IDP community, the UNHCR head of Sub Office, Mr Cesar Tshilombo, the
Commissioner for Justice represented by Barrister Kaka, Nigerian Union of Journalist chairman Babakura Kaka,
Head of the Human Rights Commission Barrister Jummai, Borno State Centre for Alternative Dispute Resolution

represented by Madame Hadiza Magaji, SEMA / NEMA representatives, staff from UNHCR and staff from local
and international Aid agency.
The Chief Guests in recognition of the resilience of IDP community, sensitized them on their rights including right
to life, shelter, food, health, freedom of movement, livelihood, civil registration among other rights. The IDPs were
urged to exercise their right to seek justice if any of their rights was violated. They were informed on the existing
channels to lodge complaints on human rights abuses using the formal justice system or the alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms. Furthermore, they were discouraged from mediating criminal cases including rape.
With regards to GBV, IDPs were encouraged to report and were given information on how to preserve forensic
evidence by: not taking a bath and not washing underwear or other clothing after a rape incident. The Human
Rights Commission provided contact information where such cases can be reported for legal processes.
A mobile court session presided over by Chief Registrar of the Court, Babagana Mustapha was conducted during
the celebration as an illustration to the IDPs that justice does exist and can be achieved quickly. The IDPs
acknowledged that the UNHCR supported mobile courts was an effective means for bringing justice.
Finally, the theater group Dankande Drama Enlightenment group performed a drama highlighting the dangers of
transactional sex and other forms of GBV.

Left: March by FHI 360 team and community members in Dikwa.
Right: WFP staff signing the commitment banner

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM – SUMMARY OF PARTNER ACTIVITIES
Agency

Activities conducted

Location

Ministry
of
Affairs
and
Development

Women
Social

4-day psychosocial support and counseling at the
rehabilitation center
Distribution of sanitary kits including underwear,
bathing soap, sanitary pads and buckets to 400
women and girls
Awareness at the rehabilitation center on access
to justice to end impunity, protection of girls in
schools, personal hygiene, child care and
protection and importance of livelihoods support
to survivors of GBV

Maiduguri

•

Stakeholders engagement on mainstreaming GBV
into educational curriculum for 25 participants

Maiduguri

•

Media engagement on improvement of GBV
related policies
Radio Jingles on GBV in Hausa and Kanuri with
call in discussion sessions
Support to the panel discussions during the launch
of the 16 days of activism
Community engagement through focused group
discussions and drama

Maiduguri MMC
Konduga

March and community campaigns through drama
Religious sermons with support from Religious
leaders on the rights of women and girls
GBV educational talks on sexual exploitation and
other forms of GBV
Trade fair of products produced by women from
the FHI 360 safe space
Community leaders dialogue on prevention of
GBV
An approximate 9,000 people were reached
throughout the 16 days in the four field sites
Radio Jingles
Government stakeholder’s forums
School based awareness raising
Trade fair
Awareness raising on GBV, Human Rights, and
link between GBV and HIV AIDS

Dikwa,
Banki

•
•
•

Ministry
of
Women
Affairs
and
Social
Development
&
International
Medical
Corps
Jireh Doo Foundation
with
support
from
Norwegian Church Aid

•
•
•
•

FHI 360 with
from OFDA

funding

•
•
•
•
•
•

International
Rescue
Committee (IRC)

International
Corps (IMC)
OXFAM

•
•
•
•
•

Medical
•

Community Sensitization on GBV

•

Radio drama through Dandal Kura

•

Community sensitization on GBV

Ngala,

Maiduguri,

Monguno
MMC
Konduga

MMC
Konduga
Through-out the Lake Chad
Basin
Damboa,
Rann,
Pulka,
Gwoza, Chibok, Askira Uba,
Madagali, Michika, Madagali

International
Organization
Migration (IOM)
World
(WFP)

Food

for
Program

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community awareness on GBV
Mural painting
Skits on GBV
Training of WFP staff on Sexual Exploitation
and Abuse (SEA) and GBV
Awareness on GBV and SEA to beneficiaries
during food distribution
Dissemination of IEC materials on GBV
messages and WFP’s zero tolerance to SEA
Walk for Dignity in Damaturu to raise
awareness on GBV in coordination with the
Commissioner Women Affairs
‘Kick out GBV’ in Damaturu and Maiduguri
with the participation of 100 men and women

Pulka, Gwoza, Bama and
MMC
Maiduguri & Damaturu –
Yobe State

ADAMAWA STATE

16/12/17 Endorsing the theme of this year’s campaign, the executive Governor of Adamawa State Sen. Jibrilla Bindow, the deputy
Governor, SSG and Permanent secretary Ministry of Women Affairs. #Leave no one behind, Ending violence against women and
girls.

Above: 6/12/17 Highlights of the advocacy call by the UNFPA Humanitarian Coordinator in company of the Permanent
Secretary Ministry of Women Affairs to the executive Governor of Adamawa State. Below: 27/11/16 Dignity walk and advocacy
call to the Deputy Governor of Adamawa State by GBV Working group members chaired by Ministry of Women Affairs
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27/11/16 Dignity walk and advocacy call to the Deputy Governor of Adamawa State by GBV Working group
members chaired by Ministry of Women Affairs

29/11/17Dignity match to the House of Assembly and curtsey call to the Speaker of the House on advocacy for
Law makers to support the passage of Laws that will end GBV in Adamawa State

