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Foreword
Hunger is not inevitable
As 2016 comes to an end, almost 130‑ million people are in
need of humanitarian assistance. Throughout the year,
natural hazards, conflict and protracted crises have placed a
particularly heavy burden on the poor, who are often extremely
vulnerable to shocks. Across 22‑ affected areas, 70‑ million
people are currently in Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) Phase 3 or above.
In June, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
announced that the number of people displaced by violence
and hunger was the highest since records began. These figures
continued to rise throughout the year. By the end of 2016, more
than 1‑million South Sudanese had fled to neighbouring
countries – the largest refugee movement in Africa. Almost
5‑million Syrians are refugees, the overwhelming majority of
whom are being hosted in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan. These
massive population movements have a dramatic effect on
agricultural production and food security, both in areas of origin
and among host communities. Across the world, millions more
have remained at home, struggling to cope with renewed
conflict, food shortages and often far from any regular source of
assistance. They increasingly rely on shrinking livelihood
opportunities – the vast majority of which are agriculture-based.
Natural disasters from floods to storms, earthquakes to
droughts devastated communities around the globe in 2016.
In February, Cyclone Winston, one of the worst storms
recorded in the southern hemisphere, swept across Fiji,
destroying 100‑ percent of crops. Hurricane Matthew raged
across the Caribbean in October, destroying lives and
livelihoods. In Haiti alone, 2.1‑ million people were affected,
and 90‑ percent of expected harvests were lost. The impacts of
El Niño were felt worldwide and reflected in soaring food
insecurity levels – over 60‑ million were affected. The majority
were in Southern Africa, including Madagascar, where the
peak impacts of El Niño are yet to be felt.
None of this is inevitable. While we cannot prevent storms,
hurricanes or drought, we can reduce their impact. Some conflict
and migration drivers specifically relate to FAO’s mandate and
competencies. Supporting agricultural development, investing
in food security and viable, resilient livelihoods, particularly
for young people, can help address the underlying causes of
conflict and migration. Preventing disease outbreaks in
animals has huge benefits for human populations – protecting
global human health and saving the vital assets of
communities with few alternatives.
In 2016, FAO reached millions of crisis-affected people, helping
them to produce and purchase food, maintain their

livelihoods, stay on or return to their land where it was safe to
do so, and enabling them to provide for themselves even
when they have been forced to flee.
Yet, the gap between the number who need assistance and
those we are able to reach with funding received is widening.
The agriculture sector is consistently underfunded in
humanitarian appeals – just 23‑ percent of the funds requested
by the sector in 2016 were received. However, even small
investments in agriculture can have massive and long-term
impact. In response to El Niño-induced drought in Ethiopia,
humanitarian partners distributed thousands of tonnes of
seed in 2016, saving an estimated USD‑1‑ billion in food
assistance needs. The total cost of the seed intervention was
just a fraction of this – USD‑ 35‑ million.
FAO’s comparative advantage lies in the Organization’s
technical expertise and role in supporting longer-term
development. When a disaster hits, FAO remains, bringing its
know-how to support vulnerable, crisis-affected communities
to quickly resume food production and strengthen the
resilience of their livelihoods.
Forecasts for 2017 are alarming. Millions of people – many of
them children – face the very real threat of starvation in
Madagascar, northeastern Nigeria, South Sudan and Yemen.
Drought is once again threatening herders across the Horn of
Africa, further undermining livelihoods that have yet to recover
from the last drought. In Iraq and Syria, violence continues
unabated, forcing people to abandon their homes and
agriculture-based livelihoods. This not only destroys any
development gains made, it pushes people into food
insecurity in the short term, making it harder to return and
resume their livelihoods when stability is restored.
Behind these forecasts are real people – men, women, boys
and girls, their families and their communities. Critical to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals is the
commitment to leave no one behind. At FAO, we take these
commitments seriously. Building resilient agricultural
livelihoods is at the heart of our work. Improving early warning
and linking it to early action can prevent a shock like a natural
hazard from becoming a crisis. By investing in agriculture
when a crisis does hit, we can make an immediate and lasting
difference in the lives of some of the world’s most vulnerable
people and help them to protect against future disasters.
In 2017, FAO is seeking over USD‑ 1‑ billion to reach more than
40‑ million people.
Daniel Gustafson
Deputy Director – General (Programmes)
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Building resilient livelihoods
Protracted crises
Almost one-quarter of the global population – over
1.6‑ billion people – now live in fragile contexts1.

and women of different ages are affected by protracted crises
is critical for effective and sustainable food security and
nutrition interventions.

Protracted crises are driven by a combination of recurring
causes – human-made factors and natural hazards (often
occurring simultaneously), underlying fragility, prolonged
food crises, breakdown of livelihoods and food systems and
insufficient capacity to deal with the resulting crisis.

In leaving no one behind and moving from delivering aid to
ending need, FAO recognizes that scaling-up cash-based
programming and risk-informed and shock-responsive social
protection systems are a strategic priority. In times of crisis,
whenever markets can respond to an increase in demand, cash
transfers are a flexible and cost-effective instrument to address
the most pressing needs of populations affected by shocks.

The majority of people affected by conflict and protracted
crises rely on crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry for their
livelihoods. Conflict and violence interrupt food production
and agriculture, deplete food stocks and seed reserves,
disrupt markets, deepen hunger and exacerbate malnutrition.
Crises are becoming increasingly entrenched, with long-term
reliance on humanitarian assistance to meet people’s basic
needs. Afghanistan, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Somalia and the Sudan have participated in the
humanitarian appeals almost every year since the formal
appeals system began in 1992.
Engaging youth and providing viable income-generating
opportunities is a crucial part of FAO’s efforts to tackle food
insecurity in protracted crises. Young people are particularly
exposed to the lasting effects of protracted crises. Hunger and
malnutrition limit their future opportunities by stunting their
physical and mental growth. A lack of employment and
income sources can leave young people vulnerable to
radicalization and at risk of joining armed groups.
Displacement is closely associated with protracted crises and
2016 saw continued growth in the number of people forced
from their homes. Developing countries host 89‑percent of
refugees and 99‑percent of internally displaced persons. At its
root are the same 10‑conflicts which have accounted for the
majority of the forcibly displaced every year since 1991,
consistently hosted by about 15‑countries – also overwhelmingly
in the developing world. By supporting productive agricultural
activities, FAO is helping displaced and host populations to
increase access to and the availability of food.
Not everybody can or wants to leave – over 80‑ percent of
people in conflict situations do not flee. Assisting people who
stay behind when it is safe to do so is at the core of FAO’s
livelihood support activities in protracted crises and conflicts.
The pursuit of gender equality and women’s empowerment is
a crucial aspect of FAO’s work on food security and nutrition in
protracted crises. Understanding and addressing how men

It is increasingly recognized that FAO’s efforts to support local
and national capacities and build resilient livelihoods and food
systems in fragile situations can be important contributions to
social cohesion, stability and sustainable peace.
More than 80‑percent of FAO’s funding requirements under the
2017‑ Appeals is to respond in protracted crisis contexts.

BUILDING RESILIENT LIVELIHOODS IN
PROTRACTED CRISES AND CONFLICTS
A unique role
FAO has a unique role to play in addressing protracted crises
given its expertise in protecting, saving and restoring
livelihoods; reducing food insecurity; and improving the
resilience of livelihoods, agricultural systems and rural
communities.
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
If the challenges faced in protracted crisis and conflict
situations are not addressed, progress on achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals will be stalled. Millions will
remain in poverty and hunger, the migration crisis will endure
and instability will continue to increase. Building resilient
agriculture-based livelihoods can help address these concerns.
FAO promotes flexible approaches that focus on root causes,
link humanitarian and development interventions, support
sustainable peace and build on people’s capacities.
Monitoring, information and analysis
FAO has developed specific tools for monitoring and analysing
food security and agriculture in protracted crisis contexts.
FAO has considerable expertise in supporting the development
of information systems on a wide range of the key drivers of
protracted crises and in facilitating coordination and information
exchange – seed security and livestock assessments, market
monitoring, the IPC, Resilience Index Measurement and Analysis
Model, among others.

1 States of Fragility 2016: Understanding Violence (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2016).
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Working in protracted crises in 2016

 Over 2.5 million people in South Sudan received

 In the Central African Republic, FAO’s distribution of

‑

almost 460 000 emergency livelihood kits in 2016,
providing them with a critical source of food.

groundnut, cereal and sesame seeds and tools enabled
farmers to produce 42 720 tonnes of food crops.

‑

‑

©FAO/Chad

©FAO/Cengiz Yar

‑

 In Chad, about 31 000 internally displaced persons,

 Cash-for-work interventions by FAO has provided vital

returnees and host populations benefited from FAO
assistance in 2016, including providing cereal, pulse
and vegetable seeds, irrigation kits, post-harvest
equipment, training and destocking activities to
enhance food production and nutritional intake.

income and is restoring crucial infrastructure for
conflict-affected communities in retaken areas near
Mosul in northern Iraq. The irrigation networks provide
water for 250 000 ha of farmland, and when flowing
again, will benefit up to 200 000 farm labourers.
‑

©FAO/Michelle Gyeney

©FAO/Burundi

‑

 In 2016, more than 7 000 households in West Bank and
Gaza Strip received critical livelihood support, including
the distribution of 2 300 tonnes of drought-tolerant seeds,
680 date palm offshoots and 17 000 fruit tree and
pineapple seedlings, along with the establishment of
more than 90 cisterns and the rehabilitation of 11 wells
and six reservoirs.
‑

‑

‑

‑

 In Burundi, almost 34 200 households received
crop and vegetable seeds, providing not only a crucial
source of nutrition, but giving them the option to grow
throughout the year and sell surplus produce in local
markets.
‑

‑

‑
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Natural disasters
Each year, natural disasters push 26‑ million people
into poverty, undermining development gains and
increasing dependence on aid2.
In 2016, the effects of the latest El Niño phenomenon were
felt around the world, leaving at least 60‑ million‑ people in
need of humanitarian assistance by the middle of the year.
Millions of vulnerable people across Southern Africa
continue to feel its effects as they enter a lean season that,
in some areas, has started months earlier than usual.
Climate-related disasters disproportionately affect the
poor, particularly those relying on agriculture-based
livelihoods (crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry).
FAO plays a critical role in alerting governments and
partners to emerging threats through various early warning
systems and in assessing the impact of disasters when they
do hit. In 2016, FAO brought humanitarian and development
partners together to raise awareness of and discuss the
response to the El Niño-induced crises.
Farmers in southern Madagascar have been particularly
hard hit by three years of devastating drought, exacerbated
by the effects of El Niño. Insufficient rains led to significant
declines in maize, cassava and rice production earlier this
year. Rising prices reduced people’s purchasing power and
eroded the food security of the most vulnerable. Many
households adopted survival strategies, eating less often,
consuming seeds, and selling animals, agricultural tools
and even land. By mid-November 2016, some
850‑ 000‑ people were facing hunger and in urgent need of
assistance. Through a joint assistance programme, FAO
and the World Food Programme (WFP) responded to the
worsening crisis by providing a combination of critical
farming inputs and food or cash to meet their needs until
the next harvest.
The challenge remains to ensure that concrete actions are
triggered by early warnings in time to prevent, mitigate,
prepare for and respond to disasters and crises. This has
become more critical with the increased frequency and
magnitude of hazards. FAO’s Early Warning – Early Action
System (EWEA) aims to ensure a seamless flow between
alert, funding and action on the ground by linking them
within the Organization and with its partners. The EWEA
system allows FAO and member countries to make
decisions based on solid analysis and forecasts, trigger
timely alerts and outreach, and act before disasters have
happened. In late 2016, as indications point to renewed
drought in the Horn of Africa – particularly affecting herders
in parts of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia – FAO is piloting
the EWEA to rapidly address the needs of vulnerable

families that, in most cases, have not yet recovered from
the previous drought.
When natural disasters strike, FAO participates in United
Nations and government-led assessments, focusing on
assessing the impact of disasters on food production, food
security and agricultural livelihoods and identifying
priorities going forward. For example, in 2016, FAO provided
critical support the post-belg and -meher season
assessments in Ethiopia to determine the impact of the
support provided to farmers in response to the drought.
In February, Cyclone Winston cut a path of destruction
across Fiji; up to 100 ‑ percent of crops were damaged or
destroyed, the death of small livestock diminished vital
sources of animal protein and income, while damage to
fisheries (fishing gear, vessels and engines) was also
critical. Hurricane Matthew – the strongest hurricane in the
Atlantic in almost a decade – affected 2.1‑ million people in
Haiti. In Sud department, all food crops were destroyed,
and 90‑ percent of fruit and forest trees damaged. With
much of the country relying on subsistence production to
meet their food needs, restoring agriculture and fisherybased livelihoods is critical to avoid dependency on food
assistance.

ENHANCING RESILIENCE
TO NATURAL HAZARDS
Building on experience
The Sendai Framework for Action calls for scaled up,
concerted efforts to reduce exposure to and mitigate
damage and losses from natural hazards. FAO’s work in
enhancing resilience to natural hazards builds on years
of experience supporting member countries through
developing and disseminating technical guidance and
supporting community-based approaches to reduce
risk exposure and vulnerability to natural hazards.
Planning for disaster
FAO supports member countries in designing disaster
risk reduction plans and strategies, sector-specific
standards and codes of conduct contributing to risk
reduction and the introduction of specific disaster risk
reduction measures.
Improving information
FAO has also taken the lead in filling existing
knowledge and data gaps on disasters and their effects
on the agriculture sector by strengthening information
systems, climate services and hazard-specific early
warnings systems.

2 Unbreakable: Building the Resilience of the Poor in the Face of Natural Disasters (World Bank, 2016).
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 FAO and humanitarian partners distributed

 In 2016, FAO convened critical fora with partners to

raise awareness on El Niño, including supporting the
Southern African Development Community’s high-level
prioritization meeting in February, co-organizing two
major conferences on El Niño with Heads of State in
March and July and supporting a high-level meeting on
resilience in the Dry Corridor in June.

32 000 tonnes of seed, saving the livelihoods of
1.5 million drought-hit farmers in Ethiopia in 2016.
The seed restored depleted household supplies and is
estimated to have saved close to USD 1 billion in food
aid needs by enabling households to grow their own
food, independently.
‑

‑

‑

‑

 FAO is complementing the Government’s social
protection cash transfers programme in Lesotho
with home gardening and nutrition kits, currently
supporting 70 000 households.

 Cash-for-work interventions by FAO provided vital
income and restored crucial infrastructure for droughtaffected communities in northern Somalia. Each
rehabilitated water catchment can store enough water for
more than 2 000 animals for three months.

‑

 Within weeks of Hurricane Matthew, FAO was
distributing bean seeds and cassava planting materials to
25 050 affected families in Haiti.
‑

©FAO/Hakun Lat

©FAO/Justine Texier

‑

©FAO/F. Nyakairu

©FAO/Lestotho

‑

©FAO/Believe Nyakudjara
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Responding to natural disasters in 2016

 FAO has reached 164 700 flood- and conflict-affected
‑

people in Rakhine State, Myanmar through agriculturerelated livelihood programming aimed at improving
disaster risk reduction and building more resilient
communities.
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Nearly 70‑percent of the world’s 1.4‑billion extremely poor people
depend on livestock for their livelihoods. In crisis contexts, livestock
herders can be particularly vulnerable to loss of livelihoods, food
insecurity and malnutrition. Natural hazards, like drought and floods,
weaken livestock body condition, affect their access to food and can
create optimum environments for diseases to thrive and spread.
Conflicts and protracted crises, such as in Syria, devastate national
veterinary systems and force people from their homes. Those who
flee must often abandon their animals – often a major source of food
and income. When displaced communities are able to bring their
animals with them, they face additional challenges of accessing feed
and water, and risk introducing diseases to host community herds.
Plant pests are a significant threat to crop production and food
security. Red Locusts are threatening already fragile food production
in Southern Africa. In Malawi, in particular, there is a high risk of
locusts destroying crop harvests – which could be devastating
following a series of floods and prolonged drought over the last
two years. In Ethiopia, an outbreak of wheat rust – known to cause
stunting in plants and massive pre-harvest losses – threatened
crop production gains following a long period of El Nino-induced
drought in 2016. Survey teams first spotted the rust in August and
by the end of October, the disease had been detected on close to
300‑000 ha of cropland across the country. FAO’s continued support
to monitoring and control of these and other pest infestations and
disease outbreaks with national and regional partners is critical to
mitigating the threat of food chain crises.
FAO’s work and technical expertise in food chain crises is unmatched.
No other organization combines such expertise on animal health, plant
pests and diseases and food safety issues within an overarching system:
FCC-EMPRES.

‑

©FAO/Yasuyoshi Chiba

Diseases can spread rapidly around the globe and, if not properly
tackled, can turn into major emergencies that seriously affect
human health, food security and social stability, especially for the
world’s poorest people.

 In 2016, 5.8 million animals in Syria were
treated against ecto- and endo-parasites,
reducing health risks and associated animal
production losses.

 In areas of Yemen that were secure, ground

surveys were conducted to monitor the Desert
Locust situation. More than 600 ha of infestations
were treated, which helped to reduce local
threats and losses to crops.
‑

©FAO/Zimbabwe

Food chain crises
The human food chain is under continued threat
from an alarming increase in the number of
outbreaks of transboundary animal and plant pests and
diseases, as well as food safety and radiation events. Avian influenza,
peste des petits ruminants, locust infestations, wheat, cassava, maize
and banana diseases, armyworm, fruit flies, food-borne pathogens and
mycotoxins are just some examples of threats to the human food chain
that have detrimental effects on food security, human health, livelihoods,
national economies and global markets. Most food chain crises are
preventable with the right investments and appropriate forecasting
systems. This is why prevention – including surveillance, early detection,
early warning and rapid response – is the main objective of FAO’s Food
Chain Crisis – Emergency Prevention System (FCC-EMPRES).

©FAO/Syria

Preventing crises in 2016

 FAO supported more than 70 000 drought-hit
‑

Through FCC-EMPRES, FAO supports member countries and enhances
institutional collaboration for the governance of transboundary threats
to the food chain at global, regional and country levels. The focus is
on transboundary threats with a high impact on food security and
nutrition, livelihoods and national economies.
x – FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals

households in Zimbabwe through vaccination
campaigns against anthrax (600 000 doses), footand-mouth disease (570 000 doses) and Newcastle
disease (12 million doses).
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

CHF

European Union

The Common Fund for Humanitarian Action in Sudan

Belgium

Japan

20‑ 000‑ 000

FAO

30‑ 000‑ 000

Netherlands

40‑ 000‑ 000

Canada

50‑ 000‑ 000

UNOCHA

60‑ 000‑ 000

United Kingdom

70‑ 000‑ 000

United States of America

FAO top resource partners in 2016

©FAO

10‑ 000‑ 000
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Global Food Security Cluster
60 million people in need of emergency
food security interventions worldwide
The global Food Security Cluster requires
USD 900 000 (34% of annual budget)
‑

‑

to support 30 countries and the Pacific
Islands Region (14 countries)
‑

‑

Co-led by FAO and WFP, the global Food Security Cluster
and country-level clusters ensure that appropriate
actions are taken to effectively respond to food
insecurity in humanitarian crises. The objective is to
provide coherent assistance to affected populations.
This can only happen when all actors involved in food
security work hand in hand.
In 2016, the global Food Security Cluster provided
support to 30 countries and the Pacific Islands Region
(14 countries) with a food security cluster or clusterlike sector3 through staff deployment, trainings,
‑

COMMITTED TO BETTER SERVE
PEOPLE IN NEED
Strengthen the effectiveness of food security
coordination systems at country level
Cluster coordination ensures that international responses
to emergencies are clearly led and accountable, aiming to
make the international humanitarian community a better
partner for the affected people. It is the role of the global
Food Security Cluster to be ready to deploy the right people
at the right time to support national clusters in emergency
situations.

Enhance partnerships and collaborative
initiatives at global level
Working together with partners both at country and global
levels is key for a sustainable and efficient emergency response
in times of limited resources. The global Food Security Cluster
looks beyond the traditional partnerships with other United
Nations agencies, NGOs, the donor community and government
representatives by exploring partnerships with universities and
business actors to increase aid effectiveness.

backstopping, humanitarian policy and information
management.
In 2017, over 90 million people will be targeted under country
and regional coordinated humanitarian appeals, including
over 60 million in need of food security interventions. They
are farmers, agropastoralists, pastoralists, urban dwellers,
internally displaced persons and refugees, among
which 51 percent are women. The food insecure have
been affected by conflicts, economic crises and natural
hazards, and are facing incredible challenges to buy or
produce food and cannot meet their minimum food
intake requirements. For those 60 million in need of food
assistance, productive livelihoods-based interventions
are an absolute necessity.
‑

‑

‑

‑

The global Food Security Cluster Strategic Plan – valued at
USD 2.8 million for 2017 – is 66 percent funded through FAO,
WFP and global partners, mainly through secondments.
‑

‑

Scale up advocacy, communication, resource
mobilization and humanitarian systems policy
While the benefits of coordination are recognized, the global
Food Security Cluster needs to advocate to a wider audience –
from traditional and non-traditional donors to the private sector
and the general public. In view of a changing food security
spectrum of humanitarian appeal interventions, the global
Food Security Cluster will work towards an integrated approach
that combines interlinked thematic areas as well as short-term
livelihoods assistance with longer-term solutions and the
humanitarian systems policy discussion related to coordination
arrangements in protracted crises.

Foster a programmatic approach to
coordination action
In the context of the World Humanitarian Summit and the
Grand Bargain, global clusters and country clusters have a
strong potential for becoming agents of change towards the
humanitarian business model of tomorrow. The global Food
Security Cluster will build on the diverse expertise and capacities
of its members to become a leader in some of the changes
ahead.

3 Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Haiti, Iraq, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malawi,
Mali, Mozambique, Myanmar, Niger, Nigeria, Pacific Islands Region, Pakistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Whole of Syria (hubs in Jordan, southern Turkey and Syria),
Ukraine, West Bank and Gaza Strip, Yemen and Zimbabwe
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Colombia

Haiti

Other coordination solution

Inter-Agency Standing Committee Cluster

Central African Republic

Nigeria

Mali

Malawi

Madagascar

Other Cluster Solution

Inter-Agency Standing Committee
Committee Cluster
Cluster

Zimbabwe

Burundi

Somalia

Yemen

Afghanistan

Djibouti

Iraq

Ethiopia
South Sudan

Sudan

Mozambique

Chad

Democratic Republic
of the Congo

Niger

Syria
Lebanon
West Bank and Gaza Strip
Jordan

Turkey

Ukraine

Bangladesh

Pakistan

Myanmar

Pacific Islands Region

Source: Global Food Security Cluster, December 2016

Clusters and coordination solutions
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Source: OCHA and FAO

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 5 MILLION

Colombia

Libya
FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 1.2 MILLION

Chad

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 97 MILLION

Angola, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia,
South Africa, Swaziland, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Southern Africa Regional El Niño Response Plan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 55.7 MILLION

Central African Republic

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 4.2 MILLION

Cameroon

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 29.2 MILLION

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 62 MILLION

Northeastern Nigeria

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 5.5 MILLION

Niger

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 14.6 MILLION

Mali

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 1.9 MILLION

Chad and Niger

Nigeria Regional Refugee Response Plan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 35 MILLION

Haiti

Ukraine
FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 6.6 MILLION

Country under both national and regional appeal
Country under regional appeal

Country under national appeal

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 5.1 MILLION

Myanamar

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 52.5 MILLION

Democratic Republic of the Congo

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 6.2 MILLION

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda

Burundi Regional Refugee Response Plan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 16.3 MILLION

Burundi

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 18 MILLION

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Sudan and Uganda

South Sudan Refugee Response Plan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 61 MILLION

South Sudan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 20 MILLION

Ethiopia

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 136 MILLION

Somalia

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 2.9 MILLION

Djibouti

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 47.9 MILLION

Yemen

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 36 MILLION

Sudan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 20 MILLION

Afghanistan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 89 MILLION

Iraq

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 119.4 MILLION

Syria

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 85.2 MILLION

Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey

Syria Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan

FAO FUNDING REQUIREMENT: USD 20.5 MILLION

West Bank and Gaza Strip

USD 1.05 billion required to assist more than 40 million people

FAO funding requirements

Afghanistan
FAO requires
USD 20 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
1 million people

‑

‑

12‑million food insecure
Food insecurity in Afghanistan is on the rise, with more than one in three Afghans facing food insecurity and
1.6 million considered severely food insecure. Continued conflict, exposure to natural hazards and an
economic slowdown are affecting all Afghans, particularly those living in rural areas. On top of this, the
sudden increase of returnees from Pakistan is taking place against a backdrop of continued high levels of
conflict-induced displacement.
‑

Smallholder farmers are the most vulnerable to natural disasters, pests and diseases. In 2016, wheat rust
and a locust infestation in Ghor and Bamyan provinces, along with localized floods and dry spells, damaged
large areas of cropland, which severely impacted both food stocks and income generation. Crop harvests
remained below the five-year average with a total national deficit of almost 1.2 million tonnes.
‑

With over 75 percent of the population living in rural areas and two-thirds depending on agriculture for their
livelihood, strengthening household food production and access to ensure that families can meet their daily
food and nutrition needs will be critical to reducing hunger in 2017.
‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 4 in 5 Internally displaced persons and 3 in 4 returnees require food assistance.
 Ongoing violence in Kunduz – the country’s breadbasket – has halted the recent harvest as farmers
flee the fighting, causing food shortages that have driven up prices.

 The proportion of people having exhausted their coping capacity – now 20% of the

population – has doubled since 2014.
 Nearly 2.8‑million people need treatment against acute malnutrition, including 1‑million children.

FOOD SECURITY SEVERITY MAP
(October 2016)
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Rebuilding the livelihoods of Afghans affected by natural disasters
Afghanistan is frequently hit by natural disasters, which exacerbate an already precarious food security situation brought on by
protracted conflict. In response to the 7.5‑magnitude earthquake that struck Afghanistan in October 2015 – affecting nearly
10‑000‑households involved in agriculture – FAO provided emergency agricultural inputs (vegetable seeds and hand tools) to farming
families in Kunar and Nangarhar provinces and assisted with livestock protection by providing animal feed, vaccines, deworming,
shelter and veterinary services. The interventions helped stave off acute food insecurity and severe malnutrition, while safeguarding
and building the resilience of agricultural livelihoods.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security and Agriculture Cluster to:
 reduce vulnerability and prevent malnutrition among very severely food insecure Afghans; and
 save the livelihoods of people affected by natural disasters and conflict.

FAO seeks funding to:
Increase crop production and performance
certified vegetable, pulse and cereal seed  fertilizers  hand tools  technical assistance
Support livestock production and health
animal feed  vaccines  dewormers  emergency animal shelters  poultry kits  animal health services
 technical assistance
Prepare and partner
harvest assessments  seasonal food security assessment  IPC  ad hoc disaster damage assessments

FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals – 03

Burundi
Humanitarian Response Plan

FAO requires
USD 16.3 million

to assist
450 000 people

2.1‑million food insecure*

*Based on the Participatory Rural Appraisal, October 2016
In an already precarious context characterized by structural vulnerabilities, the sociopolitical and economic
crisis that started in April 2015 has increasingly affected the population. The food security and nutrition
situation is worsening with 2.1 million Burundians food insecure, of which 800 000 severely food insecure.
Ongoing violence, movement restrictions and climatic hazards continue to seriously impact economic
activities, limiting access to and availability of food. As a result of localized insecurity and natural disasters
over 300 000 Burundians have fled to neighbouring countries and an estimated 108 500 are internally
displaced.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

Despite production only having decreased by 0.8 percent compared with the previous year during
season B, households’ food stocks are gradually depleting as the lean season progresses. Climate hazards
(floods, hail, heavy rains and rainfall deficit), persistence of plant diseases (cassava mosaic disease,
banana xanthomonas wilt, etc.), lack of improved agricultural inputs and degradation of land productivity
are deepening household food insecurity. The crisis has led to rising prices for main staples and beans
(23 percent and 34 percent, respectively), while households’ purchasing power continues to decrease due
to a lack of income-generating opportunities. In addition, the depreciation of the local currency and low
foreign exchange reserves are significantly reducing the country’s capacity to import food and agricultural
inputs. Trading activities with neighbouring countries are partially disrupted due to trade restrictions that
are impacting the income of small-scale farmers. As communities are increasingly forced to adopt negative
coping mechanisms, providing vulnerable families with agricultural kits and livestock support in 2017 will
allow them to secure food and income while diversifying their diets and strengthening their resilience.
‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION

 At 57.5%, Burundi has the highest child

stunting level of all countries with data
and estimates for the 2011‒2015 reference
period (2016 Global Hunger Index).
 Between January and September,
over 5.5 million cases of malaria
were reported.
 The Ministry of Health declared a cholera
epidemic in August 2016 with 308 cases
reported as well as two deaths by midOctober.

(August 2016)

Country population: 11.2 million

R W A N DA

Cibitoke

Kirundo

Muyinga

Ngozi

Kayanza
Cankuzo

Karuzi

Bubanza
Muramvya
Buja Mairie

IPC phase classification
Famine

Minimal

Emergency

Not analysed

Crisis

Insufficient data

Ruyigi
Buja Rural

Mwaro
Gitega

D E M O C R AT I C R E P U B L I C
O F T H E CO N G O

UNITED REPUBLIC
O F TA N Z A N I A
Rutana

Bururi

Stressed
L a ke Ta n ga n y i ka
Makamba

04 – FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals

0

30 km

Source: Burundi IPC Technical Working Group, August 2016

‑

©FAO/Gustave Ntaraka

Ensuring access to productive inputs in times of crisis
FAO organized seed fairs to ensure access to seeds for over 27 000 crisis-affected farmers in eight provinces of Burundi. Beneficiaries
received vouchers valuing USD‑ 28 to 35 to purchase various inputs such as bean, groundnut, maize, sorghum and vegetable seeds
and tools. Ms Rosalie Misago from the commune of Mishiha stated that before FAO’s intervention, it was difficult for her to access
seeds, especially given the poor outcome of season C. Her meagre income had come from selling part of her land to richer neighbours.
Traders have also directly benefited from seed fairs, including Mr Amandi Kibwigiri, who explained, “Thanks to seed fairs organized by
FAO, in just a few days we sold the same quantity of bean seeds we would have sold in at least two months’ time”. In only one day he
sold 1‑tonne of bean seeds, earning BIF 1.3‑ million (over USD‑700). Overall, FAO not only increased access to quality inputs to ensure
agricultural production, but also stimulated local economies.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 provide timely food security assistance to the most vulnerable populations;
 increase farming families’ agricultural production to ensure that their food needs are covered and mitigate the
effects of the lean season through improved management of natural resources; and

 diversify and increase sources of income for rural and peri-urban crisis-affected households to strengthen their
resilience and livelihoods.

FAO seeks funding to:
Improve agricultural production
quality seed  agricultural kits  drought- and pest-resistant planting materials  mushroom
production  training  income-generating activities  kitchen gardens  processing units
Support livestock production and fisheries
veterinary kits  livestock restocking  aquaculture
Prepare and partner
food and nutrition analysis system  information management  coordination

FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals – 05

Burundi regional
Regional Refugee
Response Plan

to assist host communities and refugees
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Rwanda, United Republic of Tanzania
and Uganda

FAO requires
USD 6.2 million

The humanitarian impact of the crisis in Burundi continues to worsen, with over 300 000 Burundians having
fled to neighbouring countries since 2015. In an already precarious context, given ongoing insecurity and
localized natural disasters, the situation is likely to further deteriorate, weakening livelihoods and forcing
more people from their homes.
‑

‑

The majority of Burundian refugees are hosted in Tanzania (177 335 people), followed by Rwanda
(82 649 people), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (30 205) and Uganda (29 975 people), where reception
capacities are severely overstretched and conditions remain dire for many refugees. A constant flow has
been recorded this year and is expected to rise in 2017 so long as the crisis in Burundi persists. Providing
refugees and host communities with agricultural support for cereal and vegetable production in 2017 is
crucial to diversify their diets, improve nutrition and limit reliance on food aid.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 Half of Burundian refugees in Rwanda are children.
 Between 1 000 and 3 000 Burundian refugees arrive in Uganda every month.
 80% of the population in the United Republic of Tanzania relies on agriculture for their livelihoods.
‑

‑

INTERNATIONAL DISPLACEMENT AND REFUGEE NUMBERS
(December 2016)

UGANDA

29 975
RWANDA

82 649

30 205

BURUNDI

UNITED REPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA

177 335
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Democratic Republic of the Congo  Rwanda  United Republic of Tanzania  Uganda
FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 provide livelihood opportunities for vulnerable refugee families and host communities; and
 strengthen the resilience of refugees and host communities.

FAO seeks funding for:
Democratic Republic of the Congo: USD 1.1 million
quality vegetable seed  tools  sweet potato production  energy-saving stoves  market gardening
kits  cash-for-work  training

Rwanda: USD 960 000
vegetable seed  fertilizers  tools  kitchen and backyard gardens  poultry farming  training
on farming techniques  income-generating activities  farmer field schools

United Republic of Tanzania: USD 1.5 million
vegetable seed  fish farming  backyard gardens  fertilizers  tools  junior farmer field
and life skills approach  orange-fleshed sweet potato production

Uganda: USD 2.6 million
short-cycle crop production  nutrient-rich crop seed  planting materials  tools  small ruminant
production  backyard poultry production  energy-saving technologies  capacity building
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Cameroon
FAO requires
USD 4.2 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
100 000 people

2.7‑million food insecure
Since 2013, Cameroon has been experiencing a complex humanitarian crisis. Armed conflict in the Central
African Republic and northeastern Nigeria have triggered a huge influx of refugees, while 180 000 people
have been internally displaced due to natural disasters and the presence of Boko Haram in the country. This
has increased pressure on vulnerable host communities, particularly in the eastern and northern regions,
who were already affected by food insecurity, malnutrition and diseases, and have limited access to basic
social services.
‑

‑

Agricultural activities continue to be severely affected, particularly in the Far North region, by civil unrest that
has spread from neighbouring Nigeria. As a result, 35 percent of the northern population is food insecure,
and households lack access to inputs and productive assets. Given reduced agricultural production due to
erratic weather conditions and widespread insecurity, timely and effective agricultural support is essential
in 2017 to mitigate the impact of the crisis and enable vulnerable farmers to produce their own food and
generate income.
‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 About 61 000 children under five suffer
‑

from severe acute malnutrition.
 1 in 3 people suffer from
food insecurity in the
Logone-et-Chari department.
 40% of Cameroonians live
under the poverty line.
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Increasing food production in insecure areas
Despite the insecurity caused by Boko Haram’s presence in the Far North region of Cameroon, FAO was able to provide agricultural
input support to a total of 4‑ 500‑ farming families in seven districts of three divisions in the region. FAO provided cowpea, maize and
sorghum seed and agricultural assistance to vulnerable families. Crop evaluations estimated harvests of 1‑ 443‑tonnes for maize,
1 362‑tonnes for sorghum and 1‑158‑tonnes for cowpea. This contributed significantly to improving the food security of beneficiaries
in insecure areas, as well as strengthening their resilience, particularly during the lean season. Returnees in the project area that had
not benefited from the assistance expressed their interest in the hope of being selected for future support in order to improve their
livelihoods.
‑

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
 collect and analyse data on risks and vulnerabilities and integrate results in the humanitarian
and development programme;

 strengthen the resilience of vulnerable populations and support local actors in dealing with shocks;
 provide vulnerable populations with coordinated and integrated life-saving assistance; and
 advocate for access to protection and promote and strengthen accountability to affected populations.

FAO seeks funding to:
Increase crop and vegetable production
improved cowpea, maize and sorghum seed  fertilizers  vegetable seed  biopesticides
Support livestock production
livestock infrastructure  small ruminants and poultry restocking  veterinary supplies  animal
feed  vaccination  processing units  income-generating activities  rehabilitation of water points
Prepare and partner
food security coordination  early warning  information management  household food security surveys  needs
assessments  reliable food security data production  crop production forecasts  capacity building
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Central African Republic
FAO requires
USD 55.7 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
890 000 people

2‑million severely food insecure
With 40 percent of Central Africans severely food insecure, there has been an alarming deterioration of the
food security situation compared with the previous year. One of the poorest and most instable countries
in the world, the Central African Republic continues to face a deep and complex crisis with enormous
humanitarian consequence. Successful legislative (February 2016) and presidential (March 2016) elections
marked the end of the two-year conflict and the beginning of a national recovery process. However, despite
the improving political situation, renewed intensification of violence broke out in July. Ongoing insecurity,
logistical constraints and reduced funding impede access to humanitarian assistance for the most vulnerable
populations.
‑

The conflict has had severe repercussions on agricultural and livestock production; assessments indicate
that cereal production has decreased by 70 percent and the cattle population was nearly halved. Production
of cotton and coffee – two key cash crops – is estimated at 42 and 28 percent lower than pre-crisis levels.
Humanitarian needs remain of concern with nearly 400 000 internally displaced persons. Thus, agriculture
and livestock support remains crucial to allow vulnerable farmers and herders to secure food and income
and increase their resilience.
‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 50 g of vegetable seeds and five tools allow one family to cultivate 0.1 ha of land.
 The Central African Republic ranks 178 on the Notre Dame Global Adaptation Index, which rates 180 countries
‑

‑

according to vulnerability and ability to cope with climate change.
 139 children of every 1 000 born die before the age of five.
‑

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
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Community-centred resilience building in the Central African Republic
FAO continues to implement activities under the caisses de résilience approach ‒ an integrated community-centred approach that
helps families accumulate, diversify and protect assets on a regular basis. Thanks to the expansion of Village Savings and Loan
Associations, savings of a total of XAF 6.9‑ million (USD‑11‑100) were mobilized by a network of 51‑ groups. In turn, the money was
invested in resuming agricultural activities and setting up income-generating activities related to small trade to diversify beneficiaries’
livelihoods and strengthen their resilience. In addition, over 25‑ percent of group members were able to access microcredit, the
majority of which were vulnerable women affected by HIV/AIDS and gender-based violence.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 provide life-saving assistance through support to agricultural production to improve the food security
and nutrition of at-risk and affected populations;

 strengthen local capacities to improve community resilience; and
 enhance food security analysis, coordination and information systems.

FAO seeks funding to:
Restore agricultural production
vegetable and crop seed  tools  emergency vegetable production  seed protection  seed
fairs  income-generating activities  post-harvest
Support to livestock production
vaccination  income-generating activities  small livestock restocking
Restore livelihoods and build local resilience
labour-intensive work  food-for-assets  caisses de résilience activities  natural resource
management  climate adaptation and mitigation practices
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Chad
FAO requires
USD 29.2 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
279 000 people

4.4‑million food insecure
For decades, chronic poverty and successive shocks have affected Chadians, with over 1 million people
currently severely food insecure. The population has been exposed to recurrent humanitarian crises, which
in turn increased their vulnerability and affected their resilience. Slow economic growth, extreme inequality,
limited access to basic services, environmental degradation, climate change and the impact of crises in
neighbouring countries further exacerbated the humanitarian situation in the country. Over the last two years,
the crisis in the Lake Chad Basin has increased population movements in the region, putting pressure on limited
resources and worsening intercommunal tensions. The nutrition situation also remains of concern, with over
400 000 people in need of nutrition treatment.
‑

‑

‑

‑

An estimated 80 percent of Chad’s rural population relies on agriculture as their main source of food and
income. The outcome of the 2015/16 agropastoral campaign was 11 percent lower than the previous year,
severely affecting the livelihoods of farmers. Despite an expected slight improvement for the outcome of
the 2016/17 agricultural campaign, many households will not have the means nor the capacities to access
food during the lean season. Furthermore, about 315 000 ha of cropland were damaged in several regions of
the Sahelian strip due to plant pests, increasing concerned populations’ vulnerability during the next lean
season. In 2017, providing timely agricultural and livelihood support will strengthen the food security and
resilience of vulnerable populations.
‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 Chad has the world’s

third-highest maternal
mortality rate (860/100 000).
 58% of refugees in Chad
are children.

NIGER

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
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Improving food production and social cohesion among communities
As a result of the crisis in the Central African Republic, over 100‑ 000 Chadians returned to their country of origin. In response, FAO
provided 3‑ 000‑ returnee, refugee and host families in the Mandoul region of Chad with 18‑tonnes of sorghum seed, 37‑tonnes of maize
seed, 180‑tonnes of rice seed, 6‑ 000‑tools and training on improved agricultural practices. Mr Timothée Djimbaye and Ms Valérie Eliba
fled the violence in Bangui in 2013 and arrived in Chad with their six children. Here, they had to develop new livelihoods and rebuild
their lives. Thanks to the training and inputs received from FAO, they were able to engage in agricultural activities and produce
enough food to feed their family. Overall, FAO’s intervention not only improved vulnerable households’ food security, but also social
cohesion among the selected communities in Chad.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
 provide emergency support to households affected by food and nutrition insecurity;
 improve the resilience of vulnerable households by strengthening their livelihoods;
 strengthen the capacities of national actors intervening in the Food Security Sector to increase their response to
agroclimatic shocks; and
 promote synergies among humanitarian/development/government actors.

FAO seeks funding to:
Increase agricultural production
tools  groundnut, maize, sorghum and vegetable seed  rainfed production support  processing units  training
on good agricultural practices and improved nutrition  cereal banks  nutrition education  farmers’
groups  seed multiplication  urban and peri-urban horticultural activities
Support to livestock production
vaccination  destocking  animal feed  income-generating activities  capacity building  veterinary
supplies  small livestock restocking  village veterinary pharmacies
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Colombia
FAO requires
USD 5 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
282 000 people

2.3‑million in need of food security assistance
The peace agreement of November 2016 ended the over 50-year conflict in Colombia that caused a deep
humanitarian crisis, with serious consequences on the livelihoods of affected communities, the environment
and the social fabric. With nearly 7.3 million people internally displaced, Colombia has the largest number
of internally displaced persons in the western hemisphere and the second largest in the world. During most
of 2016, the country also experienced floods that affected nearly 20 700 people, forcing them to relocate to
informal settlements and increasing their vulnerability, while nearly 174 300 people have been affected by
drought as a result of El Niño.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

Most of the displaced population that is dependent on agricultural activities live in rural areas. However,
despite Colombia having one of the greatest potentials for agriculture in the region, areas affected by
conflict and extreme weather events make arable lands unusable and reduces agricultural productivity
and household income generation. In addition, population confinement forces families to stay on their
land without access to markets or their crops. The development of El Niño and La Niña events further
exacerbate the vulnerability of the conflict-affected population, distressing crop and livestock production,
and consequently having an impact on food security. In 2017, vulnerable communities in Colombia need
support to rehabilitate farming and livestock infrastructure, restore agricultural activities and increase
food production.
DID YOU KNOW?
 Of the 2.3 million people in need of
‑

food security assistance, 950 000
are affected by natural disasters
 Nearly 24% of displaced children
are stunted.
 Anaemia prevalence among
displaced children is 52.8–78%.

La Guajira

Caribbean Sea

Atlantico

‑

Cesar

Soucre

PANAMA

Norte
de
Santander

Córdoba

Antioquia

INFORM RISK INDEX

Pacific Ocean

VENEZUELA

Santander

Arauca

Checó

INFORM is a global, open-source risk assessment
for humanitarian crises and disasters.

Caldas
Risaralda

(August 2016)

Quindio

Casanare
Vichada

Bogotá D.C.

Valle della Cauca

Country population: 49 million

Meta
Guainia

Cauca

INFORM Risk classification

Guaviare

Nariño

Very high risk

Medium risk

Putumayo

Caquetá

EQUADOR

BRASIL

Low risk

Amazonas

Very low risk

PERU

14 – FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals

Vaupés

Source: INFORM, August 2016

High risk

©FAO/Nadya Gonzalez

Implementing comprehensive interventions in response to drought
FAO provided fodder, crop, feed and animal health support in response to the drought in Colombia to affected communities, such
as Waiamouchon in the the municipality of Uribia, Guajira. Mr Juan Páez ‒ of the Wayuú ethnic group and head of the 38‑ community
member families ‒ explained how FAO activities contributed to improving their situation: “Our animals were dying because of the
drought. We didn’t have anything to feed them, or to feed our children. Rain, food and a blessing for our community arrived with you”.
Each family was able to set up plots for forage production thanks to training and inputs from FAO. Feed was provided and animal
health interventions were implemented to help drought-affected goats recover, allowing the resumption of milk production and
breeding activities. With the tools and seeds received, families were also able to set up a vegetable garden to produce food for the
community. This has rapidly increased their food security and resilience to future shocks.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 provide life-saving support;
 prevent and mitigate risks; and
 ensure early recovery through sustainable solutions.
FAO seeks funding to:
Support food production
short-cycle crops  restore the agricultural production of communities affected by conflict and climate
variations  subsistence agricultural activities  rehabilitation of farming and livestock infrastructure  training
on improved production techniques  productive assets
Strengthen household resilience
training on risk reduction and disaster preparedness
Boost local and national capacities
risk reduction measures  comprehensive assessment for long-term response   agroclimatic risk management
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Democratic Republic of the Congo
Humanitarian Response Plan
of Action (2017–2019)*

FAO requires (in 2017)
USD 52.5 million

to assist (in 2017)
2.1 million people

*FAO requires a total of USD 135 million for its three-year plan.

6‑million food insecure
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is experiencing a protracted humanitarian crisis. Extreme poverty, a
fragile security context with nearly 70 armed groups and intensified inter-community conflict have rendered
communities increasingly vulnerable. Instability in neighbouring countries has triggered the arrival of nearly
500 000 refugees from Burundi, the Central African Republic and South Sudan. The country is also affected by
natural disasters, population movements, disease outbreaks, poor diet diversity and limited access to basic
social services, contributing to high malnutrition rates, with 43 percent of children chronically malnourished;
women are also at risk of famine-like food insecurity in certain areas. On the basis of available data and
experience in recent years, it is expected that an estimated 8 million people will be affected by the crisis annually
over the next three years, including 5 million in need of life- and livelihood-saving assistance.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

Despite abundant rainfall in most cropping areas, thus benefiting vegetation conditions, torrential rains
related to El Niño (October 2015 to March 2016) caused widespread floods in 11 of 26 provinces, affecting
the livelihoods of more than 550 000 people, of which 400 000 in the province of Tshopo. Over 65 000 shelters
were damaged or demolished and nearly 5 000 ha of cropland were destroyed. The floods have exacerbated
the spread of waterborne diseases, such as cholera with 21 000 cases reported and malaria with over
250 000 cases recorded. As over 70 percent of rural families rely on subsistence agriculture for their livelihoods,
and given the chronic nature of the humanitarian crisis, it is essential to respond to the needs of vulnerable
populations through a long-term multidimensional response.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 Almost 2 million people are internally
‑
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displaced, 93% of which as a result of
clashes and armed attacks.
 1 in 10 women and children in rural areas
do not have enough food to meet their
basic nutritional requirements.
 60% of the population eats the same meal
every day ‒ tubers and leaves.
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Restoring the livelihoods of returnee families
For several years, Nyunzu has been affected by intercommunal conflict – there, 90 percent of households are food insecure
and the acute malnutrition rate is consistently close to the emergency threshold. To rapidly restore food production and
the livelihoods of 2‑ 500‑ returnee families, FAO provided 50‑tonnes of groundnut and maize seed, 105‑ kg of vegetable seed,
13 ‑700‑ hand tools and training. As a result, beneficiaries were able to produce a total of 2‑ 407‑tonnes of groundnut, maize
and vegetables, valuing over USD ‑783‑ 000. A beneficiary, Ms Bimuloko, head of household with four children, stated, “The
improved maize variety is far better than what we had access to before. Now I have sufficient food for my children and myself”.
Additionally, in nearby Lwazi, FAO introduced high-yielding and mosaic-tolerant cassava planting materials and provided
processing units, such as mills, to improve post-harvest production and sale value. For families returning home, the cost of
rebuilding their lives can be immense – the input and capacity building support provided by FAO not only improved food
production and diet diversification, but also enhanced income generation, thereby allowing families to afford basic needs such
as school fees and healthcare.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 protect livelihoods in emergency situations, while enabling people to access food and agricultural land;
 support and restore livelihoods by strengthening households’ resilience to shocks and disaster risks;
 strengthen the ability of communities to establish and manage sustainable safety-net systems, including

related to agricultural value chains; and
 ensure coordination of the Food Security Cluster, while facilitating needs assessment, activity planning,
defining priorities, identifying gaps and preparation of appeals and promoting gender equality and women’s
empowerment in the humanitarian response.

FAO seeks funding to:
Restore food production
nutrition training  short-cycle vegetable production  agriculture, fishery and livestock inputs  training on
production techniques  cash transfers
Strengthen household resilience
caisses de résilience activities  community savings and loan schemes  reinforce financial capacities and access
to credit for farmers’ groups and women’s associations  cash-for-work  income-generating activities  climate
adaptation and mitigation practicesk  land and road rehabilitation  post-harvest (process, preserve and
market agricultural production)
Prepare and partner
early warning systems  information sharing  collect and analyse food security data  advocate and mobilize
funds  integration of cross-cutting themes (gender, protection, accountability)  coordination among food
security partners
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Djibouti
Humanitarian Response Plan

FAO requires
USD 2.9 million

to assist
26 300 people

197‑000 people in need of humanitarian assistance
Djibouti is particularly susceptible to drought – low rainfall and unsustainable pressure on scarce water
resources is straining the coping capacity of the country’s small-scale farmers and herders. Consecutive years
of poor rains have led many to abandon their agriculture-based livelihoods, particularly pastoralism, and
seek alternatives in the peripheries of the country’s urban areas. Most of these families have fled to Balbala
and Boulaos communes, which are now among the most populated and food insecure in the country, leaving
them extremely vulnerable to socio-economic and climatic shocks.
With crop production constrained by limited rainfall, Djibouti is a net food importer. However, more efficient
use of existing water sources would enhance the production and availability of nutritious foods. Livestock
rearing is hampered by continued drought – exacerbated in 2016 by El Niño-induced drought in the southeast
pastoral zone, which dried up pastures and water catchments and devastated livestock production. Despite
favourable rains in inland areas in 2016, pasture conditions remain poor in most coastal areas. Given
forecasts of average to below-average Heys/Dada rains (October to February), livestock productivity is
unlikely to recover by mid-2017. Those most in need of assistance are small-scale farmers and herders living
in northwest and southeast areas, who require urgent support to rebuild their livelihoods and strengthen
their resilience in the face of future droughts.

DID YOU KNOW?
 Djibouti hosts almost 50 000 refugees, most of whom have fled conflict in Somalia and Yemen.
 Women in rural areas of Djibouti often walk 4 to 5 hours per day transporting water.
 Over 60% of households do not have access to improved water sources.
‑

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION

ERIT REA

(February – May 2017)

Country population: 966 000
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Enhancing the resilience of migrant and hosting communities
El Niño-induced drought caused substantial livestock losses across the Horn of Africa, depleting household assets, income and
food. In early 2016, hundreds of nomadic pastoralists from Ethiopia’s Somali Region crossed into Djibouti in search of pasture and
water. Most of them arrived in southern areas of the country – in the Ali-Sabieh and Dikhil Regions, where small-scale herders were
already extremely vulnerable and highly food insecure. Malnutrition rates among the migrant population were high and the health
of the animals they brought with them was poor. FAO provided cash to host and migrant families through cash-for-work schemes,
carried out construction and rehabilitation activities for water infrastructure, water pumps and solar panels, and provided seeds to
set up vegetable nurseries. Thanks to this two-track approach – one targeting host communities and the other displaced households
– livestock losses have been reduced, household purchasing power and access to food has increased, and the overall production
capacity of targeted families has been enhanced.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 facilitate information sharing among all partners involved in food and nutrition security;
 capitalize on the achievements of food security and nutrition programmes with the objective of

informing and contributing to the efforts of the Government and its partners to develop sustainable
programmes in the field of food security and nutrition;
 coordinate food and nutrition assistance activities and programmes;
 assess needs, monitor activities and participate in multisectoral assessments in the areas of food security and
nutrition; and
 monitor humanitarian response plans for food security and nutrition.

FAO seeks funding to:
Enhance food production and availability
restocking of small livestock  animal feed  vaccination campaign  community animal health workers  water
reservoirs  drip irrigation  vegetable and forage seed  training
Improve water availability and use
rainwater harvesting cisterns and boreholes  rehabilitation of traditional shallow wells
Strengthen resilience
community-based disaster risk reduction  early warning systems
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Ethiopia
Humanitarian Requirements
Document

FAO requires
USD 20 million

to assist
1 million households*

* Mainly pastoralists

5.6‑million food insecure
Ethiopia is emerging from one of the worst El Niño-induced droughts in history. In 2016, despite generally
average crop production, livelihoods have not fully recovered and food insecurity remains widespread, and
in some areas, severe. In addition, refugee-hosting areas, where limited resources and livelihood options
are straining social cohesion and food access, are a concern. Some 5.6 million people remain in need of
humanitarian assistance, a figure that is unlikely to change until mid-2017.
‑

Of the humanitarian requirements for this year, just 1 percent is related to crop production support given
that harvests are expected to increase by about 20 percent compared with last year, partly due to widescale humanitarian agricultural support in 2016. Consequently, seed security is expected to improve, with
sufficient and quality seed of choice generally available – though areas in the Rift Valley may face challenges
owing to low production.
‑

‑

Emergency livestock needs have soared, with over 2.4 million households requiring urgent support. In
pastoral areas of southern and southeastern Oromia, Somali and SNNP Regions, delayed and poor rains
during a critical rainfall season in late 2016 resulted in significant risk of a new drought. Already unusual early
migration has been observed, together with alarming rates of livestock mortality and extreme emaciation.
Without stable sources of food and income, and terms of trade increasingly disfavouring livestock owners,
these households are increasingly vulnerable and at risk of enhanced food insecurity and malnutrition.
‑

DID YOU KNOW?

HOTSPOT CLASSIFICATION

 In Ethiopia, 8 in 10 people rely

Hotspot classification isW derived using six multisector indicators, including agriculture
and nutrition, agreed at zonal, regional and federal levels.

Hotspot classification legend

(July 2016)
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on agriculture and/or livestock
for their livelihoods.
 Driven by El Niño, the
consecutive failure of two
rainy seasons in 2015 caused
crop losses of 50–90% and in
localized areas, livestock losses
of 40% of cattle and up
to 80% of small ruminants.
 Ethiopia is host to a third of
a million South Sudanese
refugees, the second-highest
population in the region.

©FAO/Ethiopia

Multinutrient blocks: promoting alternative livelihoods and animal health
Many pastoralists abandon their livelihoods as herders each year, and even more in times of crisis. The drought in 2015 was particularly
devastating, causing thousands of livestock losses and even more to be in critical condition as a result of low feed and water access.
In response, FAO established local cooperatives to engage former pastoralists in the production and marketing of multinutrient
blocks – a form of supplementary feed rich in protein and essential minerals that has proven effective in restoring health status,
eventually boosting milk and meat production. Not only saving pastoral livelihoods, the approach enables ex-pastoralists to remain
a part of local livestock value chains while providing their communities with affordable feed made with locally produced ingredients.
To enhance sustainability, FAO also provides cooperatives with forage seed to grow their own materials – e.g. alfalfa and Sudan
grass. In 2016, FAO purchased over 140‑ 000 multinutrient blocks from local cooperatives for distribution to vulnerable households.
By promoting alternative livelihoods and diversifying and strengthening local economies, the programme improves preparedness
for and resilience to future crises in pastoral areas.

FAO is working with partners in the Agriculture Cluster to:
 protect the livelihoods of smallholder farmers and livestock-dependent communities through timely
and sufficient support to promote food security.

FAO seeks funding to:
Support crop production
agricultural inputs for the belg and meher seasons  pest and disease surveillance and control  climate-smart
and conservation agriculture techniques  small-scale irrigation and water harvesting  community and school
gardens
Emergency response and resilience activities in the livestock sector
supplementary feed and water for core breeding and draught stock  animal health interventions  communitybased animal health workers  rehabilitate and improve water points  fodder production and conservation
 livestock destocking (commercial or slaughter)
Support to livelihoods in refugee-hosting areas
agricultural inputs for refugees and host communities  backyard garden support for refugee camps
 alternative livelihood support  animal health (vaccination, treatment, transboundary disease surveillance,
support to veterinary services) for refugees and host communities  natural resource management through
energy-saving interventions
Strengthen coordination, information and analysis
support to national- and regional-level coordination, including the Disaster Risk Management – Agriculture
Task Force  food security, livelihood, seed, crop and livestock assessments
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Haiti
FAO requires
USD 35 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
700 000 people

3.2‑million food insecure
Haiti ranks as one of the countries with the highest exposure and vulnerability to multiple hazards, including
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, landslides and droughts. After nearly a four-year drought, recently
exacerbated by the global El Niño phenomenon, many Haitians have seen their livelihoods disappear and
their food security worsen. The already complex and fragile humanitarian situation was aggravated by
Hurricane Matthew, which cut a path of destruction across Haiti, carrying devastating winds, heavy rainfall
and widespread damage in the southwest of the country. Some 1.4 million people are now in need of
humanitarian assistance in almost every department. In 2017, the Food Security Sector plans to support
1.3 million people, of which 900 000 rely on agriculture for their livelihoods.
‑

‑

‑

‑

In the drought-affected areas, mainly in the Sud-Est, Nord-Ouest and Artibonite regions, the severe droughts
of the past two years had plunged the poorest population into a highly vulnerable situation, requiring
sustained agricultural support to address the most critical needs. Furthermore, the Hurricane struck during
the second main harvest, dramatically impacting agriculture, fisheries, livestock and forestry production and
significantly affecting food security. Food prices are expected to rise due to high demand, depletion of local
supplies and access constraints. In response, FAO has already provided immediate support to hurricaneaffected communities through the distribution of seeds for the winter staple crop season and short-cycle
horticultural crops. With much of the country relying on subsistence agriculture to meet their food needs,
restoring agriculture- and fishery-based livelihoods is critical to reduce dependency on food assistance in
the coming months.
DID YOU KNOW?

IMPACT OF HURRICANE MATTHEW ON FOOD SECURITY
(November 2016)

 112 500 children under five are
‑

at risk of acute malnutrition.

Country population: 10.9 million
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Helping Haitian farmers recover after the Hurricane
In Haiti’s hardest-hit departments, over 75‑ percent of the population is struggling with the effects of Hurricane Matthew, as livelihoods
based on agriculture, livestock and fisheries were almost completely destroyed. In response, FAO and WFP are already working
together to address both immediate and long-term food needs through the provision of emergency agricultural inputs and food aid
to the same identified beneficiaries. This ensures that vulnerable farming families use the seeds provided to restore their livelihoods,
while meeting their immediate food needs with the assistance provided. For the winter season, FAO has provided support to
25‑ 050‑ households (125‑ 250 people) through the distribution of 178.5‑tonnes of two types of bean seeds and 7.8‑ million cassava
cuttings in the most affected departments, including 5‑ 400 in Grand’Anse, 15‑150 in Sud, 2‑ 000 in Nord-Ouest, 1‑ 500 in the Artibonite,
500 in Sud-Est and 500 in Ouest. FAO will also distribute fishing equipment to vulnerable fishers.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:





restore the livelihoods and food security of the most vulnerable farmers affected by the Hurricane;
restore and protect the livelihoods of small-scale herders and fishers most affected by the Hurricane;
support the most vulnerable farmers to recover from the consequences of the 2015/16 droughts; and
strengthen the resilience of vulnerable communities and the capacities of national actors intervening in the Food
Security Sector to deal with agroclimatic shocks (droughts and floods).

FAO seeks funding to:
Recover agricultural production
seeds and tools  seed fairs  quality seed multiplication  cash-for-work for women and men  technical
support to women’s associations to establish community-based nurseries  rehabilitation of irrigation canals,
roads and rural markets though cash-based interventions  rehabilitation of processing and conservation
facilities  support access to markets  Safe Access to Fuel and Energy (SAFE) interventions (e.g. optimization of
the charcoal value chain)
Improve livestock and fish production
veterinary support  emergency fodder  livestock restocking  improve animal-based value chain (including
bees)  fishing equipment  rehabilitation of community infrastructure for fish processing and selling
Restore landscape and watershed and promote agroforestry
community-based nurseries  fruit tree seedlings  technical assistance for planting and protection
of forest trees, as well as for local ecosystems recovery
Enhance local and national food security capacities
food security monitoring and analysis  coordination and joint programming  capacity building
on disaster risk management
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Iraq
FAO requires
USD 89 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
526 000 people

2.9‑million food insecure
Military operations in Iraq against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) intensified dramatically in
2016, increasing the number of people in need of humanitarian assistance to 11 million as the year draws
to a close. As the battle to retake Mosul extends into 2017, the number of internally displaced persons is
expected to rise dramatically and the livelihoods of already vulnerable households will be damaged further.
Meanwhile, the humanitarian situation across the rest of the country is extremely complex. Some 1.5 million
displaced people are expected to return home in 2017 – many to areas that are littered with explosive hazards
and where infrastructure is badly damaged or destroyed.
‑

‑

As the Government of Iraq reclaims ISIL-occupied areas across the entire country, humanitarian efforts
linked to food security assistance will need to shift to a more long-term approach, with a need to focus on
rebuilding livelihoods. Given that some 5 million Iraqis are involved in the agriculture sector and around onethird of the population lives in rural areas, restoring agriculture-related activities is critical. This will not only
provide employment and income opportunities for people returning home, but also improve food security
and nutrition and build resilience to future shocks and crises.
‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 In November 2016, 3.09 million Iraqis remained displaced.
 77% of Iraqʼs food insecure people are women, children or elderly.
 Many people fleeing conflict are travelling with livestock, some of which may carry diseases
that could spread to other herds and potentially to humans.

 In many retaken areas, infrastructure such as water supplies for agricultural production
and domestic use has been damaged or destroyed.

TUR KEY

SHARE OF NATIONAL WHEAT PRODUCTION
(October 2016)
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Kick-starting agriculture and livelihoods in retaken areas
Prior to ISIL taking control of the area in 2014, the Al Jazeera irrigation scheme supplied 250‑ 000‑ ha of the fertile Ninewa Plains with
water for agriculture, livestock and domestic use. The main canal fed a network of smaller canals – 100 of which were damaged
by ISIL, filled with debris and contaminated by explosive devices. FAO is currently rehabilitating this critical water supply so that
farming activities can get back underway and livelihoods can be restored. A cash-for-work component of the project is currently
employing 500‑ local people, who are cleaning the main canal of the north Al Jazeera irrigation scheme so that it can once again
become operational. When the water supply for agriculture is restored, 5‑ 000 farmers in the immediate area will be able to finish
planting and eventually harvest their winter wheat crop and start growing and selling vegetables again, which provides six months
of work each year for up to 200‑ 000 casual farm labourers.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 save lives through the provision of emergency food and agricultural livelihood assistance to ensure the most

vulnerable families have access to food during critical times;
 ensure access to and availability of food, and support the re-establishment of agricultural livelihood assets
of the most vulnerable families to strengthen their coping capacities during critical times; and
 increase food availability for the most vulnerable families by resuming, maintaining and diversifying key agricultural
production systems and strategies in safe and stable areas and strengthening existing social safety net.

FAO seeks funding to:
Support emergency food and livestock production
vegetable and cereal seed  fertilizer  agricultural machinery and equipment  emergency livestock
support  vaccination  animal feed  restocking  disease surveillance, diagnosis and reporting
Restore agricultural assets
rehabilitate irrigation systems, water supply, productive assets and community infrastructure  cash-for-work
activities  support local markets
Protection of child labour in agriculture
awareness raising, education and advocacy  identification and promotion of labour saving technologies
(e.g. equipment, tools and machinery)  farmer field school trainings and demonstrations
Coordinate an effective, needs-based response
cluster coordination  food security, nutrition and livelihood status monitoring and analysis  food
security, nutrition and livelihoods assessment  damage and loss assessment  market monitoring and
surveillance  capacity building and technical assistance
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Libya
FAO requires
USD 1.2 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
72 000 people

400‑000‑in need of food and livelihood assistance
The humanitarian situation in Libya continues to deteriorate as a result of conflict, violence, political
instability and a collapsing economy. It is estimated that 20 percent of the population – 1.3 million people
– are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. This includes internally displaced persons, returnees,
migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and the most vulnerable non-displaced Libyans. Food insecurity among
the affected population is increasing, with some 400 000 people in need of food and livelihood assistance
owing to protracted displacement, disrupted markets and lower food commodity production.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

The prolonged conflict has also led to reduced local agricultural production, while outbreaks of
transboundary animal and plant diseases require immediate control. In 2017, small-scale farmers will
require seed support to boost lagging production and vaccinations to avert outbreaks of animal diseases,
which could further affect food security as well as introduce the risk of animal-to-human transmission.

DID YOU KNOW?
 Of the 1.3 million in need of urgent humanitarian assistance, the most severe cases
‑

are in Aljfarah, Tripoli and Benghazi.
 Some 17% of displaced persons are food insecure (an 11% increase since 2015), and 60% are
vulnerable to food insecurity.
 31% of the food insecure population are children.

FOOD SECURITY SEVERITY MAP
(October 2016)

Country population: 6.4 million
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Stopping the spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza
The first outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) was reported in Libya in December 2014, with more than 10‑ suspected
outbreaks per month in 2015, negatively impacting Libyan farmers and the country’s economy. Between December 2014 and the end
of 2015, the lives of at least four people were lost on account of HPAI, while economic losses to farmers were estimated at more than
USD 10 million. In order to prevent the further spread of HPAI, which would amount to a serious risk to both public health and the livestock
sector in Libya as well as the region, FAO is working to strengthen the management capacities of the Libyan veterinary authorities. This
includes improving and implementing a disease monitoring strategy based on risk analysis, strengthening the capacity of the Central
Veterinary Laboratory and regional laboratories for diagnosis of HPAI and training of staff, female veterinarians and technicians.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 improve immediate household food availability and access for the most vulnerable populations; and
 reduce the risk of outbreaks of deadly zoonotic (animal-to-human) diseases, and ensure the most vulnerable

small-scale farmers have access to essential agricultural inputs to respond to their immediate food security needs.

FAO seeks funding to:
Provide emergency support to vulnerable small-scale farmers affected by the ongoing crisis
crop production kits
Control and mitigate major livestock diseases
disease control and surveillance  vaccines  veterinary supplies  laboratory equipment
and tools  awareness raising
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Mali
FAO requires
USD 14.6 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
600 000 people

3.5‑million food insecure
The effects of the sociopolitical crisis in Mali, together with a volatile security situation particularly in
northern and central regions, continue to impede the regular movement of goods and people, as well as
access to basic social services and humanitarian assistance. About 19 percent of the population is food
insecure and over 850 000 people will require treatment for malnutrition in the coming year. Compounding
these vulnerabilities is Mali’s high exposure to recurrent climatic shocks, such as drought and floods.
‑

‑

‑

The agriculture sector has been significantly damaged in recent years due to persisting civil strife. Despite
an expected positive outcome of the 2016/17 agricultural campaign, rural populations’ access to food is
likely to be limited by disrupted markets, lack of quality inputs and other difficulties related to insecurity.
In addition, floods that occurred from July to September affected 18 000 people and is likely to result in
reduced agricultural production in affected areas throughout the country. Without agricultural assistance in
2017, the food security situation is expected to worsen, with a sharp increase in malnutrition and mortality
rates, loss of productive assets and extreme food deficits.
‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 Of the 135 000 Malian refugees in the region, 18 000 are expected to return in 2017.
 More than 5 in 10 displaced people are children.
 Nearly half of the population lives on less than USD 2 a day.
‑

‑

‑

Country population: 18.3 million people
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ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION

(June – August 2016)

Sonia Nguyen, ©FAO REOWA March 2016

Promoting economic empowerment among the most vulnerable
In Mali, FAO provided vulnerable households affected by the sociopolitical crisis with unconditional cash transfers to allow families
to meet their urgent needs and protect their assets, along with in-kind inputs to stimulate production and generate income. Prior to
the intervention, Ms Nouham Dicko’s only source of income was from selling zèguènè, a wild fruit collected in the bush, which the
single mother of five would then sell at the market located 10‑ km from her village. Thanks to the XOF 20‑ 000 (USD‑ 32.40) received
from FAO, Ms Dicko was able to purchase rice to feed her children while she raised the three goats she also received. Once one of
her goats gave birth, she was able to sell one of them for XOF 25‑ 000 (USD‑ 40.50). As a result of the income generated, she was able
to enroll her daughter in school and join the mutual health group in her village. The intervention not only contributed to economic
empowerment, but also improved the diets of vulnerable families.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 provide coordinated and integrated life-saving assistance;
 support populations vulnerable to food and nutrition insecurity to better deal with agroclimatic and security shocks
by reinforcing their livelihoods; and

 strengthen national capacities to better coordinate emergency responses and to increase the resilience
of affected populations.

FAO seeks funding to:
Increase agricultural production
crop and vegetable seed  tools  cash transfers  rehabilitation of vegetable production areas
Support livestock production
restocking with small livestock  animal feed  veterinary kits  water point rehabilitation  cash-forwork  production of multinutrient blocks  training on good livestock practices and the management
of pastoral wells
Prepare and partner
inter-cluster coordination  training  needs evaluation  information management  monitoring and evaluation
of Food Security Cluster activities  food security and nutrition evaluations  post-distribution monitoring
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Myanmar
FAO requires
USD 5.1 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
87 000 people

383‑000‑people food insecure
Inter-communal tensions, violence and natural disasters in recent years have displaced large numbers of
people in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan States, threatening the agricultural livelihoods of already vulnerable
communities and forcing large numbers of people into poverty. Of the 383 000 people food insecure,
260 000 are in Rakhine State alone. Some 218 000 people – 80 percent of which women and children – remain
in camps or camp-like situations. Due to the protracted nature of the displacement, returnees, resettled/
relocated people and agriculture-dependent host communities are in desperate need of diversified and
sustainable livelihood support and additional income sources to reduce their dependency on humanitarian
assistance.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

To compound this further, Myanmar is one of the most natural disaster-prone countries in the world, with
more than 13 million people in the country affected since 2002. With floods in June 2016 affecting the same
areas that were impacted by devastating flooding the previous year, there is a continued need for activities
aimed at strengthening national capacity to prepare for and respond to natural disasters that affect the
country’s agriculture sector.
‑

‑

I ND I A

DID YOU KNOW?
 The agriculture sector provides for 70% of
national employment.
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Improving food security and nutrition among violence- and flood-affected families
With the highest poverty rate in the country, Rakhine State is one of the least developed areas of Myanmar. Three years on from
significant outbreaks of inter-communal violence across the region, hundreds of thousands of people are still in need of humanitarian
assistance and more than 100‑ 000‑ people are displaced in camps. To compound this further, Rakhine was one of the worst-hit parts
of Myanmar during the floods associated with Cyclone Komen in 2015. As part of its response to the disaster, FAO has been providing
conflict-and flood-affected households with paddy, cowpea and vegetable seed to help families recover from losses. In addition,
households were given goats and pigs, along with training in animal care and breeding. Through these agricultural and livestock
inputs and capacity building, families have been able to diversify their livelihoods, which has not only improved their income and
nutrition by giving them immediate access to food, particularly high quality animal proteins, but has also helped communities to be
more resilient to withstand future natural disasters.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
 ensure crisis-affected communities have equitable access (physical, social and economic) to sufficient,
safe and nutritious food through in-kind and/or cash assistance;

 enhance the resilience of affected communities through restoring, protecting and improving livelihood
opportunities; and

 improve the quality of response based on evidence, capacity building and strong coordination among
partners and inter-sectoral fora.

FAO seeks funding to:
Rebuild agricultural livelihoods affected by human-induced crises and natural disasters
agricultural inputs (crop seed, vegetable kits, fertilizers, tools)  livestock feed  training on good agricultural and
nutritional practices, and animal husbandry  conditional cash transfer for assets  community-level disaster
risk reduction
Support food security information and analysis for evidence-based decision-making, improve
coordination mechanisms to strengthen response capacities and increase impact of food security
interventions
food security and livelihood assessments  sector coordination  information management and knowledge
sharing  resilience action plans
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Niger
FAO requires
USD 5.5 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
580 532 people

1.3‑million food insecure
Food insecurity regularly affects over 1 million people annually in the Niger due to recurrent shocks, which
increases households’ vulnerability and weakens their resilience. As a result of the conflict in the Lake Chad
region, the security situation in Diffa has aggravated the already precarious living conditions of vulnerable
populations and caused the displacement of 302 000 people in the region.
‑

‑

‑

Despite the encouraging preliminary results of the 2016/17 agricultural campaign, nearly 3 000 villages remain
at risk of production deficit. The populations in over 70 villages in Diffa region were not able to plant due to
insecurity, while the livelihoods of other farmers were affected by the floods in August 2016. Food insecurity
is likely to worsen, especially in the northwest, owing to increases in rice and cereal prices as well as the
onset of the Rift Valley fever, affecting both human and animal health and thereby restricting livelihood
activities and production. In addition, cereal and fodder deficits are expected in pastoral and transhumance
regions due to various weather abnormalities, including excess of humidity, drought, sand winds, etc. In
2017, vulnerable host and displaced communities in the most affected areas must be provided with critical
agricultural inputs to restore their livelihoods and avoid a further deterioration of their food security.
‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 1 in 5 people are malnourished.
 132 people have been affected by the Rift Valley fever in addition to animals.
 The Niger is the lowest-ranking country in the Human Development Index.
ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION

L I BYA

(June – August 2016)

Country population: 20 million
ALG E R I A

Cadre harmonisé
phase classification
Famine
Emergency

Agadez

Crisis
Stressed
Minimal

MA L I

Not analysed

Diffa

Insufficient data
Tahoua

CHAD

Zinder
Tillabéri
Maradi
Dosso

B URK IN A
FA S O

NIGERIA
B EN IN

32 – FAO in the 2016 Humanitarian Appeals

0

200 km

Sources: Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel, Cadre harmonisé, June-August 2016

‑

©FAO/ Arié Boubacar

Enhancing resilience in the face of recurrent shocks
In order to strengthen the resilience of vulnerable households to recurrent shocks and crises in the Niger, United Nations agencies
joined efforts with the Government to address the root causes of vulnerability in certain communes. In this context, FAO established
integrated service centres ‒ called maisons du paysan ‒ to improve farmers’ access to agricultural inputs and services. Through
the construction of 17‑ communal supply centres and 13‑village shops, as well as the pre-positioning of quality seeds, animal feed,
fertilizer, etc. communities are prepared for future agricultural seasons with critical inputs at the supply centres and shops. FAO has
reinforced the capacities of selected vulnerable households to respond to and cope with crises effectively and in a timely manner.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 provide coordinated and life-saving food and agricultural assistance for livelihood protection;
 strengthen household resilience in crisis-affected areas; and
 enhance national capacities to ensure the monitoring, evaluation and analysis of the response.

FAO seeks funding to:
Increase agricultural production
quality crop and vegetable seed
Support animal health
prevention, monitoring and response to Rift Valley fever  vaccination  veterinary kits  training  development
of Rift Valley fever contingency plan  animal feed  deworming
Prepare and partner
food security analysis and evaluation  Food Security Cluster coordination  information sharing  development
of tools to measure post-harvest losses  chronic food insecurity mapping
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Nigeria regional
Regional Refugee
Response Plan

FAO requires
USD 1.9 million

to assist host communities and refugees
in Chad and the Niger

Boko Haram-related violence has driven millions from their homes – not just within northeastern Nigeria,
where the attacks first escalated, but to the surrounding countries of Cameroon, Chad and the Niger as well
as within those countries as a result of cross-border advances. The security situation remains volatile and
accessibility is difficult in most-affected areas. Alarming levels of food insecurity and malnutrition have been
reported as a result of large-scale displacement. Especially vulnerable are farmers and herders, who have
been exposed to recurrent natural hazards, including cyclical drought and floods, over the past decade.
The closure of borders has resulted in increasingly high prices for food, as well as the collapse of livestock
prices. The disruption of cross-border trade and transhumance flows further stress the livelihoods of
crisis-affected farmers and herders, who face limited options to cope with production losses. Limited
livelihood opportunities pose significant risk especially to youth, particularly recruitment by armed groups
or engagement in criminal activities. Overuse of limited natural resources – e.g. wood for fuel or water for
livestock – remains a source of tension between displaced and host communities.
Displacement is one of the main driving factors of the food and nutrition crisis, coupled with prolonged
disruption of agricultural, livestock and fishing activities owing to conflict, which has contributed to poor
harvests in the region. Without a viable political solution in sight, engaging displaced people and returnees
and host communities in agricultural activities is needed to boost food availability and accessibility,
thereby promoting self-reliance and minimizing protracted dependence on external aid. Further, to limit
environmental exploitation and improve social cohesion, safe access to fuel energy should be ensured
among affected communities.

DID YOU KNOW?
 2.3 million people are
‑

displaced by Boko Haramrelated insecurity in the
Lake Chad Basin.
 More than 6 million people
are severely food insecure in
affected areas and require
immediate assistance
according to the latest
Cadre harmonisé analysis
for Chad, the Niger and
Nigeria, and the Emergency
Food Security Assessment
conducted in Cameroon.

INTERNATIONAL DISPLACEMENT AND REFUGEE NUMBERS
(October 2016)

‑

NIGER

340 000
CHAD

CAMEROON

320 633
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NIGERIA
1.77 MILLION

102 980

Chad  Niger
FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 promote access to land for agricultural activities for refugees and internally displaced persons; and
 promote self-reliance and increase livelihood activities wherever possible while facilitating peaceful co-existence
between refugees, host communities, internally displaced persons and returnees.

FAO seeks funding for:
Chad: USD 126 900 to assist 1 710 people
‑

‑

‑

‑

agriculture, livestock and fisheries kits  nutritional education training  tree seedlings  environmental
awareness and education

Niger: USD 1 793 000 to assist 33 000 people
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

agriculture and livestock production support  training on good agricultural practices  post-harvest
management and processing  energy-saving technologies
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Northeastern Nigeria
FAO requires
USD 62 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
1.72 million people

5.1‑million severely food insecure
The Boko Haram crisis and related violence in northeastern Nigeria have forced almost 2 million people
from their homes, crippled agricultural production and eroded the population’s already fragile food security.
As families have been unable to produce enough food and household reserves are exhausted, they have
increasingly relied on the market to meet their needs. However, high food prices, exacerbated by the weakening
local currency, have pushed staple foods beyond the reach of millions. According to the latest Cadre harmonisé
analysis 120 000 people are expected to face famine-like conditions by mid-2017.
‑

‑

The current crisis has intensified existing challenges facing food production in the affected states, including
limited access to land and water, poor market and agricultural extension facilities, and pest and disease
outbreaks. With thousands of people already returning to their places of origin, investing in food production
and agricultural livelihoods now is critical to tackle food insecurity and consolidate gains made in improved
security. Failing to provide timely agriculture support ahead of the April 2017 main planting season will have
a lasting impact on malnutrition, food security, public health and could prolong the need for massive food
assistance until October 2018.
DID YOU KNOW?
 The conflict and related crisis have cost an estimated USD 3.7 billion in losses to northeastern Nigeria’s agriculture
‑

sector – due to crop and livestock losses, destruction of infrastructure and collapse of extension services.
 More than 80% of northeastern Nigeria’s rural population depends on agriculture (crop or livestock farming,
fisheries) for their livelihood.
 31% of displaced families in northeastern Nigeria are headed by women.

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
(June – August 2017)
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Tackling food insecurity through youth engagement
Young people will form the backbone of recovery and growth in crisis-hit rural areas of northeast Nigeria. Investing in youth is vital to
prevent their recruitment by armed groups such as Boko Haram and ease rural–urban migration. In 2016, FAO provided agricultural
inputs to 123‑ 200‑ displaced and host community farmers in northeastern Nigeria. One of those who received a vegetable kit was
Usmane, a young farmer living in Kasesa IDP Camp in Yobe State for three years. While Usmane’s host community had given him
access to land, he was unable to buy the inputs he needed to start farming, forcing him to sell his livestock to buy food. The FAOprovided kit (fertilizers and seeds of vegetables that were in high demand in local markets) allowed him to finally grow crops for his
family to eat and sell in the market. By distributing these kits, FAO has helped families like Usmane’s to diversify their diets, improve
their nutritional status and begin earning an income.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
 improve household agricultural production (crops, livestock and fisheries) and livelihoods through supporting

agro-based production and promoting livelihoods-based coping capacities of the most vulnerable population; and
 strengthen coordination and information management to ensure timeliness and impact of appropriate
humanitarian food security assistance.

FAO seeks funding to:
Rapidly improve food production, availability and access
inputs for the 2017 agricultural campaign  seed multiplication  promote fast-maturing, nutrient-rich cereals,
pulses, vegetables and fruits  livestock restocking  livestock vaccination  pasture restoration
Rehabilitate agricultural infrastructure
water harvesting tanks  post-harvest storage  livestock infrastructure (cattle crushes, dips, drinking
points)  market facilities and access roads  agricultural/veterinary extension offices
Promote alternative livelihoods
viable, sustainable aquaculture  food processing, particularly for women and youth groups (assets,
training)  local production of salt licks, multivitamins, acaricides and deworming drugs
for livestock  processing of crop residues and by-products for livestock feed
Enhance resilience
SAFE kits, specifically targeting women (durable and portable fuel-efficient stoves, solar lanterns and
whistles)  plans for afforestation/reforestation
Strengthen food security coordination, information and analysis
food security coordination mechanisms at federal and state levels  information management,
evidence-based assessment, including Cadre harmonisé
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Somalia
FAO requires
USD 136 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
1.75 million people

5‑million acutely food insecure*
*October to December 2016

Food security worsened in 2016 across Somalia, and quite markedly in rural areas. Five million Somalis are
acutely food insecure through December 2016. This includes 1.1 million people in Crisis and Emergency
(IPC Phases 3 and 4) – a 20 percent increase in just six months. Around 37 percent live in rural areas, up from
26 percent. The food security outlook for 2017 is bleak. According to the latest Somalia Food Security
Outlook, the number of people in IPC Phases 3 and 4 may increase by more than one-quarter of a million
people between January and May 2017. Nutrition also deteriorated in 2016, with 323 350 children under five
acutely malnourished.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

FAO is calling on resource partners to scale up emergency support to rural households in 2017. Poor rains led to a
49 percent decline in cereals produced during Gu (April to June 2016), when Somalia usually receives 75 percent
of annual rain and produces 60 percent of its annual cereal output. Worryingly, yet another season of belowaverage rains during Deyr (October to December) could jeopardize a second consecutive harvest in Somalia’s
breadbasket, further aggravating the food security situation. In addition, pasture availability is significantly
below average in much of the country, and at its lowest levels in the past five years across the south.
‑

‑

‑

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION

DID YOU KNOW?

(August 2016)

 Farmers, pastoralists and fishers

make up half of Somalia’s
population, over one-third of its
most food insecure people and the
workforce that feeds Somalia.
 In 2016 alone, Somalia faced
severe drought, flooding, plant and
animal pests and diseases, and
a cholera outbreak.
 INFORM ranks Somalia as the
country at the highest risk of
humanitarian crises – with
a score of 9.2 out of 10.

Country population: 12.3 million people
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El Niño early warning and early action averted disaster in many areas
Early action saves lives, protects livelihoods and reduces response costs. In mid-2015, early warning information indicated a
significant likelihood of heavy to severe flooding along Somalia’s Shabelle and Juba Rivers. FAO reacted swiftly to prevent a likely
crisis from developing into an emergency, combining infrastructure support with flood warnings and asset protection support. Using
high-resolution satellite imagery, FAO informed the Government of riverbank breakages. Repairs to 72 breakages along the Shabelle
protected an estimated 9‑100‑ ha of cropland, saving USD‑ 6.7‑ million in food that can feed 1.7‑ million people for one month. A further
38‑ breakages were repaired along the Juba River. Most were done through cash-for-work, putting much-needed cash in people’s
pockets, while larger repairs used heavy machinery. Government and local communities were on the frontline of these efforts.
Thanks to flexible and early funding, FAO was also able to reduce the likelihood of animal disease outbreaks, help farmers protect
their seed and grains from flooding, and increase water storage and food production in the north, where El Niño exacerbated drought
conditions. By converting early warnings into fast, smart and well-targeted early actions, vulnerable livelihoods were protected.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster* to:

* FAO is also part of the response efforts of the Enabling Programmes, Nutrition and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Clusters.
 improve households’ immediate access to food through provision of unconditional and conditional cash transfers;
 increase productive capacity of rural and urban livelihoods through provision of seasonally appropriate and
livelihood-specific inputs and investing in human capital; and

 support rehabilitation and/or restoration of household and community productive assets and capacity to build
resilience to withstand future shocks and prevent further deterioration.

FAO seeks funding to:
Build resilient livelihoods
climate-smart livelihood inputs  livestock vaccination and treatment  small-scale processing and value
addition (especially for women and youth)  cash-for-work  unconditional cash transfers (including Cash+
schemes)  post-harvest storage  cold chain equipment  protecting natural resources (fuel-efficient practices,
water harvesting, prosopis management)  community-based surveillance and early warning for pests and
diseases  
Enhance nutrition
inputs for production of nutrition-rich food/home gardening  backyard poultry and small-scale livestock
rearing  training and equipment for fishing among riverine and coastal communities  food and nutrition education
Improve land and water management
early warning and climate information  river and morphological surveys for flood risk management  identification
of groundwater sources  hydrogeological and geophysical surveys  boreholes and water pumps
Strengthen food security information and analysis and support coordination
Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit  food security and nutrition monitoring and assessments  linking
early warning to early action  IPC  livelihood baseline studies  enhance national capacity for food security,
nutrition and livelihoods assessment, monitoring, analysis and reporting  Food Security Cluster coordination
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South Sudan
FAO requires
USD 61 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
3 million people

4.9‑million severely food insecure*
*FAO/WFP projection for the lean season (June 2017).
As South Sudan enters a fourth year of conflict, food insecurity is escalating in previously stable areas and
deepening in areas already heavily affected. The relief of harvests is increasingly short-lived, with seasonal
dips in food insecurity shorter and shallower and spikes rapid and shocking. The country’s economy is on
the brink. Soaring inflation – up to 730 percent in August 2016 (year-on-year) – and market failures have
particularly hit areas that traditionally rely on markets to meet food needs.
‑

Insecurity has prevented farmers from reaching their fields, notably in the major cereal-producing region
of Greater Equatoria and Wau. In active conflict areas, about half of all harvests were lost in 2016, and
even more farmers unable to plant for a second consecutive season. In addition to violence and limited
livelihood options, food shortages have contributed to the displacement of over 2.6 million South Sudanese.
Displacement has itself had a major impact on food production, with arable land left fallow or crops untended.
‑

The compounding impacts of severe insecurity and total market dysfunction have led to a real risk of famine.
The number of people facing severe (IPC Phases 3 and 4) levels of food insecurity is projected to be an
unprecedented 45 percent of the population by mid-2017, and humanitarian needs will continue to soar.
Enabling food insecure families to rapidly produce their own food and plant in time for the 2017 main season
and protecting livestock against disease and mortality are crucial to tackle the deepening food crisis.
‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 Over 2.6 million people have been displaced by the conflict in South Sudan – hundreds
‑

of thousands of these since the outbreak of violence in Juba in July 2016.
 80% of South Sudan’s population relies on agriculture (including crops, livestock and fisheries)
for their livelihoods.
 In 2016, FAO provided emergency livelihood kits to 2.5 million people in South Sudan,
and vaccinated and treated over 8 million livestock.

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
(August – September 2016)*

SUDAN

*Map is pending Government endorsement.
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Seed fairs: From and for the people of South Sudan
Insecurity and displacement have depleted the seed reserves of South Sudan’s smallholder farmers. Getting them quality seeds in
time for the planting season poses considerable logistical challenges. FAO has thus invested in local farmers as the source of vital
seeds for their communities in more stable areas. Through seed fairs, vulnerable families receive a voucher with a pre-set value that
they can use to ʻbuy’ seeds at a local fair that has been organized with local traders, like Joseph Ngor in Wau. Thanks to the seed
fairs, Joseph was able to sell his own seeds, grown on his land, to struggling farmers in his community. With the money he earned
from the fairs, he has been able to reinvest in his land and continue producing seeds and food crops. In 2016, FAO reached more than
80‑ 000‑vulnerable families through seed fairs in time for the main planting season, injecting over SSP‑ 31‑ million into the local economy
at a time when the country faces a severe macro-economic crisis.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 protect and promote livelihoods to enhance coping mechanisms and improve access to food; and
 coordinate interventions in order to avoid duplication and overlap.
FAO seeks funding to:
Provide emergency livelihood support to food insecure and displaced households
livelihood inputs for the 2017 agricultural campaign and 2016/17 dry season  livestock vaccination and
treatment  voucher scheme to increase nutrition  urban agriculture
Increase seed production
inputs, training and extension in accessible areas  seed fairs
Strengthen food security information, analysis and coordination
agriculture, food security and livelihood information and analysis  seed security and crop
assessments  network for information sharing and Food Security Cluster coordination
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South Sudan regional
Regional Refugee
Response Plan

to assist host communities and refugees
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Ethiopia, the Sudan and Uganda

FAO requires
USD 18 million

Renewed fighting since July and deepening hunger in South Sudan has led to unprecedented levels of
displacement in 2016. The number of people fleeing the country has almost doubled in the last year, and
seems unlikely to slow in 2017. Between July and November, more than a quarter of a million people arrived
in Uganda alone. In Ethiopia, the number of new arrivals increased 15-fold from July to November, mostly to
Gambella Region, where the number of refugees nearly matches the local population and, in some districts,
exceeds the number of Ethiopians by threefold. Since January, almost 115 000 South Sudanese have crossed
the border into the Sudan seeking food and safety.
‑

In many cases, hosting communities themselves face high levels of food insecurity and the additional
pressure placed on scarce resources by the new arrivals risks igniting tensions between the communities.
Food rations in the camps are stretched and livelihood opportunities are constrained, undermining food
security and nutrition. Livelihood support represents a critical and urgent opportunity to both improve food
security and contribute to peaceful co-existence among the refugee and resident households.
Most of the new arrivals are farmers and herders who were forced to abandon their livestock and assets when
they fled, leaving them destitute and entirely dependent on humanitarian aid for their survival. Providing
them with access to land, agricultural inputs, livestock and water gives them a much-needed source of
food and income. For example, in Uganda, where refugees are allocated relatively large plots of land for
agricultural production, providing training on alternative livelihood activities along with inputs like seeds,
tools, livestock and fuel-efficient stoves encourages self-reliance and strengthens linkages between refugee
and host communities. Creating microgardens and initiating small ruminant production, even in relatively
limited camp surroundings such as in the Sudan and Ethiopia, would enable both communities to improve
their nutritional status and generate income.
As the refugee caseload is expected to continue growing in 2017, enabling families fleeing South Sudan to
meet at least part of their food needs and earn an income is an essential component of the humanitarian
response, particularly in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, the Sudan and Uganda, which are
already hosting large refugee populations.
DID YOU KNOW?

INTERNATIONAL DISPLACEMENT AND REFUGEE NUMBERS

 86% of the South Sudanese

refugees arriving in Uganda are
women and children.
 In 2016, FAO provided
emergency livelihood support
to 16 125 refugees and host
community members in the Sudan.
 Inter-ethnic violence has spilled
over South Sudan’s border with
Ethiopia – in April, 159 children
were abducted in a cross-border
attack in Gambella Region.
 FAO received just 18.6% of the
USD 14.8 million sought for the
2016 South Sudan Regional
Refugee Response Plan.

(December 2016)

SUDAN

263 245

‑

4 931

SOUTH SUDAN

1.87 MILLION

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO

53 974

327 920
Source: UNOCHA, UNHCR, 2016

‑
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Democratic Repubic of the Congo  Ethiopia  Sudan  Uganda

More productive futures for refugees and host communities
Uganda hosts the most South Sudanese refugees in the region, and in July saw an upsurge in arrivals due to renewed fighting. Having
lost their homes and livelihoods, uprooted families cannot meet their basic needs and are entirely dependent on aid. To improve
food security, nutrition and income generation among both refugee and hosting communities, FAO implemented an integrated
approach providing agricultural inputs along with fuel-efficient stoves, chickens, feed and training on small-scale production.
Families already receiving supplementary and therapeutic feeding were prioritized in order to reach the most vulnerable. Crop yields
improved by over 200‑ percent, nutrition was enhanced through increased availability of nutritious vegetables and legumes and
protein-rich chicken and eggs, food consumption increased by three-fold, average incomes became six times higher and fuel use
decreased by 15‑ percent, reducing stress on the environment. In 2016, FAO increased the capacity of 16‑ 000‑ households to engage in
productive activities and income generation, thereby reducing protracted dependence on relief.

FAO seeks funding for:
Democratic Republic of the Congo: USD 2.6 million to assist 72 000 people
‑

‑

support to initiate or protect agricultural livelihoods for refugees and host communities (seeds and tools accompanied
by technical training)  cash-for-work schemes  income-generating activities, particularly for women

Ethiopia: USD 5.2 million to assist 200 000 people
‑

‑

‑

improved crop seed and agricultural inputs  backyard vegetable production  animal health campaigns (supporting
community-based and public–private service provision, treatment, vaccination, disease surveillance, diagnosis,
reporting)  fuel-efficient stoves

Sudan: USD 3.8 million to assist 74 634 people
‑

‑

‑

emergency agriculture support for those with access to land  livestock health services  fisheries support  incomegenerating activities  protecting the environment (e.g. fuel-efficient stoves, planting multipurpose trees)

Uganda: USD 6.4 million to assist 150 000 people
‑

‑

‑

support to crop production (seeds, tools, training)  enhanced livestock production (providing small stock, training,
vaccination, disease surveillance)  alternative livelihoods and improved nutrition  protecting the environment
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Southern Africa
FAO requires
USD 97 million

Regional El Niño Response Plan

to assist
11.5 million people

39‑million food insecure*

*Includes food insecure in Botswana and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, not included in this regional appeal.
Southern Africa is at the peak of the worst drought in decades – and the impacts of the El Niño-induced crisis
on food security and agricultural livelihoods will continue to be felt until the next harvest in April 2017. Food
insecurity has risen to extreme levels in the subregion – countries that have not launched humanitarian
appeals in years are again calling on the international community for support.
Drought conditions devastated rainfed agriculture in 2015/16. Delayed rains minimized the amount of land
planted, what was cultivated was damaged by erratic and prolonged dry spells, and the resulting harvests
were well below communities’ needs. Pasture and water sources dried, causing livestock body conditions to
deteriorate, risk and incidence of disease to increase, and hundreds of thousands of livestock deaths.
For most countries, this past season was the second, or third, consecutive year of poor rainfall. Vulnerabilities
are deepening, with significant price increases for food and constrained purchasing power amid a major
regional economic downturn. This year’s early lean season – usually lasting from January to March, started
as early as October in some countries – has been devastating for households facing chronic poverty, and
conflict threatens productive capacity in some areas.
Precipitation has been poor so far in late 2016 and access to productive assets is reportedly low, casting
doubt on the ability of households to recover. While La Niña is likely to bring good rains, it is also likely to
induce flooding, further impacting livelihoods and impeding humanitarian response.

 In Southern Africa, at least

seven in ten people depend on
the agriculture sector for their
livelihoods.
 Over half a million children are
suffering from severe acute
malnutrition in just seven of the
affected countries.
 Many drought-affected areas
are also characterized by high
HIV rates – those living with
the virus are more at risk to the
severe effects of hunger and
malnutrition, and their ability
to recover is diminished.
 National emergencies were
declared in Botswana, Lesotho,
Malawi, Namibia, Swaziland,
Zimbabwe, in 8 of 9 of South
Africa’s provinces and the
Grand Sud of Madagascar,
while Mozambique activated a
Red Alert.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Malawi  Madagascar  Mozambique  Zimbabwe

 At 6.7 million people, food insecurity has more than doubled from 2015/16 in Malawi, and is five times more than
in 2014/15. Food supplies are limited owing to two consecutive years of poor production. Prices for food are soaring
– the cost of maize is 170 percent above the five-year average. Inflation is worsening, and depreciation of the local
currency is increasing import costs. Households are increasingly adopting severe coping mechanisms, including
selling productive assets and engaging in child labour. Reports of exchanging sex for food are widespread.
©FAO/M. Chipalasa

‑

Seed fairs: Enabling families to rapidly resume food production in Malawi
In 2015/16, flooding and subsequent El Niño-induced drought significantly depleted national seed availability and access in
Malawi. To overcome challenges posed by the formal seed market, stimulate local seed systems, facilitate affected farmers’
access to improved planting materials and increase food production, FAO engaged over 70‑ local traders to supply seed at input
trade fairs. Over 65‑ 200 vulnerable farming households were provided vouchers to exchange for a set amount of diverse, qualitycertified planting materials – including cereals, tubers, legumes and vegetables. To improve diets and avoid the risks associated
with cultivating one crop, beneficiaries could use just half of their vouchers to receive the staple maize. Additionally, FAO also
provided fertilizers and guidance on good agricultural practices to boost yields, as well as treadle pumps to facilitate irrigated
crop production. The seed fairs not only improved food security, but injected a total of MK 485‑ million (USD 881‑ 000) into local
economies. This year, FAO aims to assist about 75‑ 000 households during both agricultural seasons through the same approach.
While significant, more support is needed to help agriculture-dependent households recover from the effects of El Niño in 2017.

 In southern Madagascar, over 80 percent of the affected population – 1.4 million people – are food insecure, of
‑

‑

‑

which 850 000 require urgent humanitarian assistance. Eight in ten affected people are farmers, which have been
heavily impacted by widespread crop failure, increasingly weak livestock, depleted incomes and drastically increased
food prices are driving vulnerability. Maize, cassava and rice production plummeted by as much as 95 percent
compared with last year. As the lean season peaks, more households are adopting negative coping mechanisms to
afford food (e.g. the sale of productive assets and land or the migration of entire families).
‑

‑

 Drought and flooding in 2015/16 had a significant impact on agriculture and food security in Mozambique, with

459 000 farmers affected and 1.8 million food insecure by the end of 2016. In addition, winter cropping was well below
average, further reducing food availability and income from agricultural activities. Maize prices are over 180 percent
higher than the five-year average. If urgent actions are not taken to protect the livelihoods of the most vulnerable, the
number of food insecure is likely to surge to 2.3 million in early 2017.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

 In addition to the 4.1 million food insecure in Zimbabwe at the peak of the lean season, a recent urban vulnerability
assessment found an additional 1.1 million people lack adequate access to food. The drought caused a significant
reduction in cereal production – about one-third less than the already poor 2015 harvest, and about half the fiveyear average. Livestock production has been constrained by limited pasture and water sources, as well as disease
outbreak. Macro-economic instability continues to deteriorate, which may pose challenges to importing food and
contribute to rising food prices.
‑

‑

FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals – 45

Angola  Lesotho  Swaziland

 About 1.2 million people are affected by the drought in southern Angola, most of which are rural and depend on
agriculture and livestock for their livelihoods. Economic crisis and reduced imports are contributing to rising staple
food prices; the limited grains and beans produced are being sold in neighbouring Namibia, and remaining livestock
are increasingly sold to afford food, raising concerns over the availability of draught power. About 756 000 people are
food insecure.
‑

‑

‑

 About 680 000 are food insecure and at livelihood risk in Lesotho. In 2015/16, the drought caused an 89 percent
‑

‑

©FAO/ B. Miguelez

drop in agricultural production and widespread loss of livestock. Rural populations are especially affected, and an
ongoing urban assessment is likely to increase food insecurity estimates further, in part due to the regional dimension
of the drought which led to high food prices. In light of above-average rainfall forecast by the SADC Climate Outlook, if
response is timely and sufficient, the prospects for recovery are positive.

Complementing social protection with nutrition gardens in Lesotho
The 2015/16 drought has had significant impact in a country already affected by high levels of poverty, HIV/AIDS prevalence
and under-nutrition. To respond to soaring needs, FAO is partnering with the Government to scale up its innovative programme
to complement cash support with home gardening and nutrition kits – an approach proven to have greater impact than when
provided separately. By targeting poor households with orphans and vulnerable children receiving cash transfers under the
Government’s Child Grant Programme, or families provided food or cash assistance by WFP, FAO’s kits – containing six types of
vegetable seeds, a shade net and training materials on home gardening and nutrition – improve food availability and dietary
diversity. One of the 70‑ 000‑ households receiving complementary support is headed by Mrs Mabongani Thabo, a widow raising
six children. The training material has helped her to build two keyhole gardens, a technique to optimize scarce water resources
and enrich the soil. Just eight weeks after receiving her nutrition kit, she was able to start harvesting vegetables to feed her family.

 Food insecurity levels are alarming in Swaziland, having skyrocketed from 45 000 people in July 2015 to 640 000 by
‑

‑

the end of 2016. There is risk of protracted food insecurity given that last year’s maize production was two-thirds lower
than that of 2014/15, and this year’s planting has been delayed owing to late and poor rainfall. High food prices – up
to 64 percent more than last year – reflect both low domestic production and high regional prices. Water shortages are
affecting crop production, livestock and their owners.
‑
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Namibia  United Republic of Tanzania  Zambia  South Africa

 Namibia has had three consecutive years of below-normal rainfall, with the last described as the worst drought
in 80 years. A majority of the population is rural and relies on subsistence farming and pastoralism for their livelihoods,
which have been heavily impacted by low crop production, scarce pasture and water and high livestock mortality.
Cereal prices are significantly higher and more households are seeking casual labour to afford food needs, though few
opportunities exist. More than 596 000 people, of the country’s population of 2 million, are estimated to be food insecure.
‑

‑

‑

‑

 In the United Republic of Tanzania, 358 500 people are food insecure due to drought and flooding in 2015/16. An
‑

‑

earthquake hit in the northwest in September, compounding the vulnerability of households already affected by the
drought. Having to cope with reduced income owing to low crop production, increased prices for food and limited
dietary diversity and food consumption, long-term impacts could be severe if households are forced to sell productive
assets (e.g. seeds and livestock) to afford rebuilding damaged homes. Eight in ten Tanzanians rely on subsistence
farming; livelihood and food security in 2016/17 will depend on the success of the main agricultural season.

 While Zambia did not suffer agricultural losses as extremely as in other countries, food insecurity has increased to

976 000 people, a significant number of which are located in southeastern and southwestern areas affected by the
drought. These areas are depending on reduced grain output – about half of the average – and continue to face higher
prices at market for the staple food maize owing to overall tighter supplies, high export demand and depreciation of
the local currency.
‑

‑

 In 2016, South Africa declared drought disasters in eight of its nine provinces, which account for almost 90 percent
‑

of national maize production and are critically important for exports within the region. About 27 percent less area was
planted, and cereal harvests were about one-third below average. Over the past year, the cost of the food basket has
risen by about 12 percent. Some 14.3 million people are estimated to be vulnerable to food insecurity, though this
figure may increase as a result of rising food prices and lower local availability of food.
‑

‑

‑

FAO seeks funding to:
Reduce the food gap
support to farmers in the 2016/17 season  pest surveillance and control  promotion of conservation agriculture
and climate-smart techniques  small-scale irrigation and water harvesting  agricultural inputs provision  seed
and input fairs  community and school gardens
Protect and enhance livestock production
supplementary feed (including minerals) and water provision for core breeding and draught stock  animal
health interventions  build capacity of community-based animal health workers  rehabilitate and improve
water points  fodder production and conservation  livestock restocking
Strengthen coordination, information and analysis
support to early warning systems  food security, livelihood, seed, crop and livestock
assessments  transboundary and regional issues  facilitating joint monitoring, evaluation, learning and impact
assessment of El Niño  regional-, national- and local-level partnerships
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Sudan
FAO requires
USD 36 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
2 million people

3.6‑million food insecure
Despite expected above-average harvests at the end of 2016, food insecurity is projected to remain
high in 2017, particularly among displaced and hosting populations in Blue Nile, South Kordofan and
Greater Darfur. Conflict, displacement and natural hazards, including floods and drought, continue to
drive humanitarian needs in the Sudan. Years of crisis exacerbated by volatile food prices and outbreaks
of crop and livestock pests and diseases have eroded households’ resilience and coping strategies. In
2016, heightened conflict in parts of Blue Nile and South Kordofan States threatened lives and livelihoods,
leading to new displacements. El Niño-induced drought reduced crop yields and pasture and water
availability for livestock at the start of the year.
Crop and livestock production remain the main livelihood of the country’s most vulnerable populations
– displaced persons, refugees and their hosting communities. In 2017, FAO will continue to respond to
households’ immediate needs through emergency livelihood support while simultaneously investing
in building their resilience. Some households in Blue Nile and South Kordofan States have been almost
entirely dependent on humanitarian assistance for more than a decade. Without greater efforts to restore
agriculture-based livelihoods, they will continue to rely on external aid for the foreseeable future.
DID YOU KNOW?
 At least 70% of the Sudan’s population depends on traditional rainfed crop and livestock production for their

livelihoods.
 In October 2016, sorghum prices in North Darfur and South Kordofan States were 43% and 85% higher,
respectively, than 12 months earlier.
 2.9 million displaced persons (2.2 million) and refugees (0.7 million) are currently living in camps and among host
communities in the Sudan – the majority in Greater Darfur and White Nile (Humanitarian Needs Overview, 2016).
‑

‑

‑

‑

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
(October – December 2016)
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Restoring food security and protecting the livelihoods of newly displaced people in North Darfur State
One of FAO’s main priorities in the Sudan is to build the resilience of populations affected by conflict, especially newly
displaced people, who are increasing in number every day in North Darfur’s towns. Most of the internally displaced persons
are pastoralist groups deriving more than 50 ‑ percent of their food and income from livestock. In 2016, FAO supported livestock
health activities for displaced households, given their high dependency on livestock for survival, with the goal of preventing
additional losses to their productive assets and protecting livestock-based livelihoods from long-term disruption. Some
51 ‑ 000 internally displaced persons in Sortony, Kabkabiya Locality and Rwanda IDP Camps in Tawilla Locality in North Darfur
State benefited from a range of interventions, including widespread deworming and treatment of their animals against endemic
diseases. Some 9 ‑ 500‑ donkeys were vaccinated against African Horse Sickness; 11 ‑ 000 small ruminants were vaccinated against
peste des petits ruminants, sheep pox and haemorrhagic septicaemia. Internally displaced persons face a considerable burden
in accessing water, most having to walk long distances to find water – the nearest water points are over 7‑ km away. FAO thus
provided supplementary feeding to goats and donkeys, which are essential to help transport water – 310 ‑tonnes of animal
concentrate feed and 6 tonnes of mineral licks were distributed. Some 4 ‑ 000‑ internally displaced women were trained to
manufacture and use fuel-efficient stoves, providing them with a critical source of income and helping to reduce pressure on
already strained wood resources.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security and Livelihoods Sector to:
 reduce acute food insecurity and save lives of vulnerable people affected by conflict and disasters;
 restore and improve the food and livelihood security of households in affected areas; and
 build resilience of food and livelihood insecure populations and reduce vulnerability to climate change-induced
disaster risks.

FAO seeks funding to:
Restore food production and agriculture-based livelihoods
agricultural inputs (crop, legume and vegetable seed, tools) and services  livestock vaccination and
treatment  animal feed and water
Build resilient livelihoods
livelihood diversification and income generation (food processing, micro-irrigation, restocking, smallscale enterprise management)  restore and enhance natural resources (livestock water points, pasture
rehabilitation, fire lines for pasture protection, agroforestry, fuel-efficient stoves)
Strengthen food security coordination
Food Security and Livelihoods Sector coordination at national and state levels

FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals – 49

Syria
FAO requires
USD 119.4 million

Strategic Response Plan

to assist
3.36 million people

7‑million food insecure (projection for 2017)
Six years into the crisis, the humanitarian and food security situation in Syria continues to deteriorate. Food
production has hit a record low as widespread insecurity and unfavourable weather conditions in parts of the
country continue to hamper access to land, farming supplies and markets, making it increasingly difficult for
farmers to maintain their livelihoods and feed the war-torn country. In 2017, 7 million peolpe are projected
to be food insecure, and a further 2 million at risk of food insecurity.
‑

In the last year, farmers planted an estimated 900 000 ha of wheat, compared with 1.5 million ha planted
before the crisis. Overall, wheat production showed an even more drastic decline, with the average harvest
having decreased by 55 percent. Herders are equally feeling the effects as ongoing fighting continues to limit
access to grazing land and water sources, while animal feed has largely become unaffordable. As a result,
livestock numbers have dropped by 30-50 percent over the past six years.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

In 2016, FAO has supported over 2 million people with distributions of cereal and vegetable seeds, live
poultry for backyard farming, animal feed and vaccination campaigns. Timely support to agriculture-based
livelihoods will be critical going forward to help vulnerable families stay on and return to their land when it
is safe to do so, as well as boost food production.
‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 More than half of Syria’s population have fled their homes (over 11 million people);
‑

since 2011, an average of over 50 families have been displaced every hour of every day.
 An estimated four in five Syrians are now living in poverty and almost 80% of households
do not have enough money to buy food
 Over 80% of wheat is produced in Syria’s cereal belt, which spans Ar-Raqqa,
Aleppo, Al-Hassakeh, Deir-Ez-Zor, Hama and Idleb Governorates.
 Women represent 63% of the agricultural labour force.

TUR K EY

FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
(projection for 2017)
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Enabling conflict-affected households to regain self-sufficiency
Before the conflict in Syria, Tartous farmers grew up to 1‑million‑tonnes of tomatoes yearly for local consumption and
export. However, since the crisis began many lost their farming capacity and their source of income. In order to restore
agriculture-based livelihoods of the worst-affected farmers in Tartous Governorate, FAO and WFP, together with the Ministry
of Agriculture, has been providing tomato seeds and rebuilding damaged greenhouses and irrigation systems. Some
15‑ 000‑people have benefited from the programme, including Internally displaced persons from Aleppo who rely on the agriculture
sector to find work. Many families who were once dependent on food assistance are not only producing their own food again, but selling
their harvest to provide much-needed fresh food in the local community.

FAO is working with partners in the Whole of Syria Food Security Cluster to:
 strengthen the resilience of crisis-affected communities;
 protect and strengthen the agricultural asset base, support income-generating activities and increase food
production;

 enhance the capacity of national partners to deliver food security and agriculture initiatives; and
 coordinate the work of Sector partners within the Whole of Syria framework.

FAO seeks funding to:
Support staple crop production
wheat, barley and pulse seed  training on improved cropping methods  rehabilitate damaged irrigation
infrastructure  technical training  improve the capacity of technicians and seed producers
Increase household nutrition and income
egg-laying hens  vegetable kits  poultry and rabbit distributions  conditional cash
transfers  vouchers  technical training
Protect and boost livestock assets
animal feed  livestock vaccination and treatment campaigns and inputs  veterinary capacity  sheep, goat,
cattle distributions  capacity development
Improve coordination and quality of response
improve coordination of the Whole of Syria Food Security Cluster  information sharing with humanitarian
community  needs assessment and analysis  agricultural assessments  emergency preparedness  planning
and strategy development  data collection and reporting  training and capacity building  reinforce Drought
Early Warning and Monitoring System
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Syria regional
Regional Refugee and
Resilience Plan

to assist host community members,
refugees and other vulnerable groups
in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey

FAO requires
USD 85.2 million

After six years of conflict in Syria, conditions for the 4.7 million Syrian refugees in neighbouring Turkey,
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq continue to deteriorate. Around 93 percent of Syrian refugee households in
Lebanon and 72 percent in Jordan are estimated to be food insecure, while in Turkey some 90 percent of
Syrian refugees in peri-urban and rural areas live below the poverty line. Meanwhile, Iraq lacks the capacity
to provide for the Syrian refugees within its borders on account of its own deepening humanitarian crisis.
With no end to the protracted crisis in sight, the continued reliance on life-saving food assistance for
Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries – which reaches nearly 2 million people monthly – is no longer
sustainable.
‑

‑

‑

‑

‑

Given rising food prices in host communities and trade and market disruptions that have damaged food
production capacity and with a general lack of livelihood opportunities available, an enhanced focus on
rebuilding livelihoods is now urgently needed. Investment in the agriculture sector offers an opportunity to
improve the livelihood prospects of host communities while creating temporary employment opportunities
for refugees and boosting food security and resilience to the protracted crisis.

DID YOU KNOW?
 Lebanon has the highest per capita ratio of refugees, with around a quarter of its population – approximately
1 million people – made up of Syrian refugees.
‑

 Nearly all of the Syrian refugees in Iraq are hosted in the Kurdistan Region, where nearly 3 million Iraqi internally
‑

displaced persons also seek refuge.
 Turkey hosts the most Syrian refugees in the world.
 The proportion of Syrian refugees who are food secure in Lebanon has declined from 25% in 2014 to 7% in 2016.

FAO is working with partners
in the Whole of Syria Food
Security Cluster to:

INTERNATIONAL DISPLACEMENT AND REFUGEE NUMBERS
(December 2016)

 enhance the capacity of

TURKEY
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LEBANON
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EGYPT
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affected communities to use
their resources and assets
to increase agricultural
production and incomes in
more effective and sustainable
ways; and
monitor closely and analyse
data on the food security
and nutrition situation of
vulnerable households to
inform decision-making and
resilience-based programming.

©FAO/Lebanon

Iraq  Jordan  Lebanon  Turkey

Microgardens: improving nutrition and incomes for refugees and host communities
FAO’s microgardening project targeted displaced Syrian households in Lebanon as well as landless, vulnerable Lebanese households
using a proven technique to grow vegetables and herbs vertically, without using arable land. Vulnerable hosting families like that of
Fayze – a widow and mother of five – constructed garden walls from cheap and readily available material such discarded plastic crates
or recycled plastic. With vegetable seeds and training on the technique provided by FAO, Fayze was able to harvest crops through garden
walls, while passing on the knowledge gained in trainings to her family. These microgardens produced much-needed food for womenheaded families, particularly for Syrian refugees and vulnerable Lebanese residents, living in Akkar, Tripoli and the Bekaa.

FAO seeks funding for:
Iraq: USD 1.1 million
‑

‑

microgardening and greenhouse production and training  backyard poultry production and training  cottage
industries  capacity building on food processing techniques, beekeeping, honey production  activity-based learning on
marketable skills in vocational training centres

Jordan: USD 17.2 million
‑

‑

enhancing national capacity in food security and nutrition analysis and early warning systems  restoring rangeland,
forests and water harvesting assets  microgardening and food production  marketing of rural food products of
vulnerable communities  short-term employment opportunities  enhancing food security through the value chain

Lebanon: USD 58.2 million
‑

‑

promotion of food availability through sustainable food value chains  promotion of food access through agricultural
livelihoods  promotion of food utilization through diversified and quality food  promotion of stabilization through
enhanced information on food security, coordination of agricultural activities and supporting national institutions  child
protection  improving water resource monitoring and rehabilitation of irrigation canals

Turkey: USD 8.7 million
‑

‑

microgardening and small-scale agricultural production  income-generating activities  technical support for
greenhouse production  capacity building for local authorities  introduction of new technologies  needs
assessments  linking vocational training trainees to local firms and companies  training on good nutritional practices,
hygiene and food safety, skills development, agricultural value chain and job creation
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Ukraine
FAO requires
USD 6.6 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
141 000 people

200‑000 in need of agricultural support
The conflict in eastern Ukraine – now into its third year – shows no sign of ending in the near future. For
the estimated 200 000 people living in communities along the “contact line” where military activity is taking
place, loss of income and increasing food prices means basic foodstuffs are becoming less affordable.
Economic activity and livelihood prospects have been severely hampered by the instability, with the majority
of working age people unemployed.
‑

‑

While most of the affected population have the required skills and experience for subsistence farming
activities, large areas of arable land, pastures and forests have become largely inaccessible due to military
activities, landmines and unexploded ordinances. The number of livestock in the region has also dropped
significantly, with animals killed by shelling, culled by owners, looted by the combatants or left unattended
when the owners were displaced. Given that agricultural production is the main source of staple food for
those who have access to land and the capacity to raise animals, insufficient support to crop and livestock
production in 2017 will delay recovery and put families at risk of prolonged dependence on food assistance.
DID YOU KNOW?
 Since the conflict began, the cost of food in eastern Ukraine has increased by 51%.
 About 70% of the population along the “contact line” between government forces and armed groups have

some access to markets for products they need, but increasing prices and diminishing purchasing power
put these items out of reach.
 Nearly 80% of households residing in conflict areas – many of whom rely on agricultural production as their
main source of food – reported facing difficulties in accessing farming inputs owing to increased prices.

NUMBER OF RURAL HOUSEHOLDS IN LUHANSK AND DONETSK OBLASTS
Population: 44.6 million
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Helping rebuild livelihoods following devastation
Rayisa Shenderovska and her family live in the settlement of Myronivsky, near Debaltseve in Donetsk Oblast – the epicentre of military
activities during the Debaltseve operation. Prior to the conflict, she had cows, hens, several greenhouses and a big kitchen garden
that allowed her to provide for her family. During the conflict, her backyard farm suffered more than ten strikes by various heavy
weapons, with almost all of her animals killed, her greenhouse destroyed and her kitchen garden contaminated by unexploded
ammunition. While much work remains in rebuilding her livelihood, timely provision of farming inputs from FAO allowed her to
keep several chickens throughout the winter, producing critical nutrition and income following the devastation. “I have lost almost
everything I had. The assistance from FAO gives me hope that eventually life will be back to normal,” she said.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
 assist conflict-affected families to sustainably enhance their food security and nutrition by improving access to highimpact early recovery activities; and

 improve coordination, information flows and targeting of vulnerable people across conflict-affected areas to ensure
timely and efficient response.

FAO seeks funding to:
Improve access to high quality agricultural inputs
high-yielding vegetable seed  high-yielding pulse seed  drip irrigation systems  fertilizers  training
on good agricultural practices
Increase household nutrition
animal distribution  animal feed  tools  training on sound animal husbandry practices
Strengthen the food security coordination system
Food Security Cluster dashboard maintenance  needs assessments  surveys  local capacity
development  information sharing for planning and response
FAO in the 2017 humanitarian appeals – 55

West Bank and Gaza Strip
FAO requires
USD 20.5 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
131 560 people

1.6‑million food insecure
Food insecurity affects more than one in four Palestinians and a quarter of the population live in poverty.
This is primarily due to poor livelihood opportunities and a lack of economic access to food, resulting largely
from access restrictions to natural resources and limitations on the movement of people and goods. For
example, one-third of agricultural land is inaccessible and fishers can only sail six nautical miles from Gaza’s
coast, which limits their catch.
Following the July to August 2014 conflict, more than 50 000 people remain displaced, with their situation
compounded by the ten-year Israeli blockade and related restrictions on trade and movement. The violence
resulted in significant damages and losses to the country’s agriculture sector – in excess of USD 500 million
– including crops, livestock and agricultural assets and infrastructure. The slow pace of reconstruction of
damaged assets has significantly impeded the recovery of agriculture-based livelihoods. In 2017, support
is urgently needed to address the overall food insecurity of Palestinians, reduce their dependency on
humanitarian relief and contribute to recovery and institution building in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
‑

‑

‑

DID YOU KNOW?
 40% of Palestinians – roughly 2 million people – will need humanitarian assistance in 2017.
 An estimated 50 000 people remain displaced in the Gaza Strip following the 2014 conflict. Most rely heavily on
‑

‑

‑

negative coping strategies – borrowing money, buying food on credit or decreasing the quantity and quality of
food consumed.
 Approximately 50% of the population suffers from more than one micronutrient deficiency.
 Around 60% of communities in Area C – where the bulk of Palestinian agricultural and grazing land is located –
lack access to a water network, forcing them to buy water at unaffordable rates.
‑

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION FOOD INSECURE
Population: 4.8 million
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Enhancing access to nutritious foods and income in the Gaza Strip
FAO has been helping hundreds of vulnerable Palestinian households in the Gaza Strip with livelihood support that is enhancing their
nutrition and providing a valuable source of income. Vegetable and livestock production kits, along with training, have enabled families
to establish and expand backyard gardens leading to a 45‑ percent average increase in monthly income from agricultural activities.
Baseline and endline tracking of nutrition, through Household Dietary Diversity Scores, showed a significant increase across several
different food categories – including nearly a 20‑percent increase in beneficiaries’ fruit and vegetable consumption as well as more than
10‑ percent increase in eggs, pulses and fish consumption. These livelihood activities have not only enhanced dietary diversity and
improved the nutrition of families, but has also given women-headed households a much-needed boost to their income.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
 protect the livelihoods and enhance the resilience of populations at risk of natural and human-induced shocks;
 assist families that lack economic access to food to meet their food and nutrition needs; and
 strengthen coordination and information sharing for harmonized preparedness, advocacy and response.

FAO seeks funding to:
Restore the capacity of vulnerable farming households and livestock holders
crop and vegetable seed  drought-tolerant fodder seed  repair of irrigation
systems  tools  fertilizer  conditional cash assistance  repair of roads for agricultural land
access  fodder  veterinary support materials  vaccines  water storage units  restocking  dairy processing
instruments  materials to winterize sheds  animal cages
Enhance the ability of farmers to cope with pests and environmental shocks
pheromone traps  injection devices  training/capacity building
Strengthen the food security coordination system
Food Security Sector dashboard maintenance  needs assessments  surveys  local capacity
development  information sharing for planning and response
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Yemen
FAO requires
USD 47.9 million

Humanitarian Response Plan

to assist
3 million people

14.1‑million severely food insecure
With armed conflict ongoing and a stalled peace process, the humanitarian situation in Yemen continues
to deteriorate. Millions face risks to their safety and basic rights while struggling to survive. Insecurity,
import restrictions and Yemen’s collapsing economy have resulted in a food price increase of around
20 percent, which has been particularly devastating for the population given that the country imports
around 90 percent of its staple foods. Currently, a staggering 14.1 million people are severely food insecure
(IPC Phase 3 and 4) with half of them in IPC emergency phase, one step from the famine phase.
‑

‑

‑

The compounded effects of internal displacements, migration and diminishing livelihood options for
Yemenis has crippled the agriculture sector, which is the main economic sector for more than half of the
rural population. Most of the rural population is not within reach of regular humanitarian assistance. In such
circumstances and given the shortage of food in Yemen, agricultural assistance in 2017 will be critical to
saving lives and livelihoods in order to reduce food insecurity and malnutrition levels.

DID YOU KNOW?
 70% of the population relies on agriculture for their livelihoods.
 More than 50% of the Yemeni workforce is employed through the agriculture sector.
 Since the conflict escalated, the price of imported wheat has increased by 25.7%. Prices for locally produced
staple crops have increased by 58–70%.
 The number of people requiring malnutrition treatment or immediate prevention services has increased by
148% since the conflict began.

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SITUATION
(June 2016)

Country population: 27.4 million
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Fishing activities: giving coastal communities a lifeline
It is estimated that the number of fishers in Yemen has declined by about 50‑ percent since the escalation of the current conflict.
Many have lost essential fishing equipment — boats, nets and iceboxes — either through destruction or theft. As a result, they
are no longer able to access their livelihoods, fish for nutritious food for their families and communities, and generate income. In
response, FAO is supporting fishers to restart income-generating activities by providing fishing boats and equipment, along with
much-needed safety gear such as lifejackets and GPS navigation units, to some of the most vulnerable members of coastal
communities. FAO has also provided women’s groups with boats, enabling them to become boat managers and earn money by
renting out the vessels. In addition, training in fish handling, net repair, basket making and outboard engine repair is being provided
to other members of coastal communities — both men and women — helping them to gain new skills and access new livelihoods.

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Sector to:
 improve immediate food availability and access;
 assist at-risk groups to maintain and diversify agricultural livelihood systems, assets and income opportunities; and
 ensure Food Security Sector responses are timely, evidence-based and harmonized.

FAO seeks funding to:
Improve the agricultural and livestock production of vulnerable households
agricultural inputs  small-scale irrigation vegetable production  vaccination and treatment
of livestock  training of community animal health workers  animal feed
Diversify income and livelihoods
cash-for-work activities  rehabilitation of water infrastructure  backyard poultry keeping  fishing
activities  beekeeping
Strengthen coordination
rapid and thematic assessments  capacity building of cluster partners and food security and
livelihoods-related topics  IPC
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Guide to giving
1. Contribute to Strategic
and Thematic Response Plans

response capabilities for a specific, imminent
threat through targeted preparedness investments.
In 2016, funds provided under the Early Action
Window facilitated early action in El Niño-affected
countries, as well as targeting emerging drought in
the Horn of Africa.

2. Donate to SFERA

3. Contribute through
Programmatic Agreements

Resource partners can contribute directly to
country Strategic or Thematic Response Plans.
Persons to contact are provided in the Contacts
section.
The Special Fund for Emergency and
Rehabilitation Activities (SFERA) provides FAO
with the financial means and flexibility to react
promptly to humanitarian crises, reducing the
time between a funding decision and action on
the ground.
Resource partners can choose to:
• Unearmarked support to SFERA’s revolving
fund, which FAO can rapidly and flexibly allocate
for needs assessments, programme formulation,
preparedness and Level 3 emergency response.
• Provide funding to SFERA’s Agricultural Inputs
Response Capacity for the urgent distribution of
farming, livestock, fisheries and forestry supplies
required to protect or restart agricultural
production.
• Allocate grants to SFERA’s programme fund in
support of large-scale FAO programmes in
response to shocks such as conflicts, typhoons,
drought, locust outbreaks and avian influenza
pandemics.
• Contribute to SFERA’s Early Action Window,
which enables FAO to work with national
governments and civil society to anticipate natural
disasters, including climatic anomalies, pest and
disease outbreaks and complex emergencies
through early actions that prevent an unfolding
disaster from happening; mitigate the impacts of
an anticipated event; or strengthen emergency
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Under this funding modality, resource partners or
financing institutions entrust funds to FAO through an
umbrella agreement, to assist crisis-affected countries
or a group of countries. This mechanism reduces
administrative work load for all parties and ensures
fast track implementation of essential activities.
Examples include: United States Agency for
International Development Global Grant for the
Control and Prevention of Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza and other Pandemic Threats, Office of United
States Foreign Disaster Assistance Macrogrant and
Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency Macrogrant.

4. Contribute through
Partnership Agreements

FAO has several agreements with stand-by
partners which manage and operate large rosters
of humanitarian personnel to be deployed to
United Nations agencies on an in-kind basis.
Through stand-by partnerships, FAO is able to
quickly reinforce its country teams in response to
complex emergencies. Stand-by partners also
cover other functions not readily available in FAO,
such as logistics or monitoring and evaluation.
FAO’s stand-by partners include: Canada’s Civilian
Reserve, the Danish Refugee Council, the
Department for International Development of the
United Kingdom, the Internet and Mobile
Marketing Association of the Philippines, the
Norwegian Refugee Council and RedR Australia.

Contacts
FAO headquarters

Mr Dominique Burgeon
Director, Emergency
and Rehabilitation Division
and Strategic Programme
Leader – Resilience
Dominique.Burgeon@fao.org

Afghanistan

Mr Tomio Shichiri
FAO Representative
Tomio.Shichiri@fao.org

Burundi

Mr Mohamed Hama Garba
FAO Representative
Mohamed.HamaGarba@fao.org

Burundi Regional

Mr Bukar Tijani
Assistant Director-General and Regional
Representative for Africa
Bukar.Tijani@fao.org

Cameroon

Mr Mai Moussa Abari
FAO Representative
MaiMoussa.Abari@fao.org

Central African Republic

Mr Jean Alexandre Scaglia
FAO Representative
JeanAlexandre.Scaglia@fao.org

Chad

Mr Mansour N’Diaye
FAO Representative
Mansour.Ndiaye@fao.org

Colombia

Mr Rafael Zavala
FAO Representative
Rafael.Zavala@fao.org

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Libya

Mr Mohamed Al-Ansi
Officer in Charge
Mohamed.AlAnsi@fao.org

Mali

Ms Fatouma Seid
FAO Representative
Fatouma.Seid@fao.org

Myanmar

Ms Xiaojie Fan
FAO Representative
Xiaojie.Fan@fao.org

Niger

Mr Lassaad Lachaal
FAO Representative
Lassaad.Lachaal@fao.org

Nigeria

Mr Nourou Macki Tall
FAO Representative, a.i.
NourouMacki.Tall@fao.org

Mr Nathanael Hishamunda
FAO Representative
Nathanael.Hishamunda@fao.org

Iraq

Mr Fadel El-Zubi
FAO Representative
Fadel.ElZubi@fao.org

West Bank and Gaza Strip
Mr Ciro Fiorillo
Head of Office
Ciro.Fiorillo@fao.org

Yemen

Mr Salah El Hajj Hassan
FAO Representative
Salah.ElHajjHassan@fao.org

Somalia

South Sudan

Mr Serge Tissot
FAO Representative
Serge.Tissot@fao.org

South Sudan Regional

Southern Africa

Haiti

Mr Farrukh Toirov
Programme Coordinator
Farrukh.Toirov@fao.org

Mr Richard Trenchard
FAO Representative
Richard.Trenchard@fao.org

Djibouti

Mr Amadou Allahoury
FAO Representative
Amadou.Allahoury@fao.org

Ukraine

Nigeria Regional

Mr Jose Lopez
Resilience Coordinator – Subregional
Resilience Team for Eastern Africa
Jose.Lopez@fao.org

Ethiopia

Mr Abdessalam Ould Ahmed
Assistant Director-General
and Regional Representative
for the Near East and North Africa
Abdessalam.OuldAhmed@fao.org

Mr Patrick David
Head of the Resilience Team, a.i. –
Subregional Resilience Team
for West Africa/Sahel
FAO Representative, a.i. in Senegal
Patrick.David@fao.org

Mr Alexis Bonte
FAO Representative, a.i.
Alexis.Bonte@fao.org

Ms Emmanuelle Guerne Bleich
FAO Representative
Emmanuelle.GuerneBleich@fao.org

Syria Regional

Mr David Phiri
Subregional Coordinator
for Southern Africa
David.Phiri@fao.org
Mr Lewis Hove
Coordinator – Subregional Resilience
Team for Southern Africa, a.i.
FAO Representative, a.i. in South Africa
Lewis.Hove@fao.org

Sudan

Mr Abdi Jama
FAO Representative
Abdi.Jama@fao.org

Syria

Mr Adam Yao
FAO Representative, a.i.
Adam.Yao@fao.org
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