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In Hargele IDP site, Afder zone of the Somali region, many are staying near the town hoping to get support.
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More than

8.1 million

people affected
to date

2.1 million

livestock died
to date, while at
least 22 million
are at risk

Humanitarian partners
require at least

US$560 million for

response between June
and December 2022
More than

286,000 people

displaced in search
of water, pasture, and
assistance as of beginning of April

More than

7.2 million

highly food insecure
need food assistance
And 4.4 million
people need water
More than 2,000
schools are closed,
affecting more than

More than one million people
targeted for nutrition interventions including more than
185,000 children severely
malnourished and more than
206,000 pregnant and
lactating women with acute
malnutrition

682,000 students

Situation Overview
Ethiopia is experiencing one of the most severe La Niña-induced droughts in the last forty years following four consecutive
failed rainy seasons since late 2020. The prolonged drought continues to compromise fragile livelihoods heavily reliant on
livestock and deepening food insecurity and malnutrition.
More than 8 million1 pastoralists and agro-pastoralists in Somali (3.5 million), Oromia (3.4 million), SNNP (1 million) and
South-West (more than 15,000 people) regions are currently affected by the drought, of which more than 7.2 million people need food assistance and 4.4 million people need water assistance. Nearly 2.1 million livestock have died, while at
least 22 million livestock are at risk and are very weak and emaciated with no or little milk production, the main source of
nutrition for children.
Rainfall in the early part of the long rains season (March-May) has been broadly below normal and the limited rains are not
expected to have replenished water sources. As per the most recent weather forecast, the overall situation is not expected
to improve soon with La Niña conditions expected to continue into late 2022 with low rainfalls, compounding impacts
from recent dry seasons. It is further projected that drought conditions will further worsen and expand to new geographic
areas notably in the North-East of the country requiring continued, increased, and immediate life-saving response over the
months to come to address increasing needs in scope and scale.
The humanitarian situation continues to worsen in drought affected areas and across sectors of intervention. During the
first quarter of 2022, there has been an increase in the number of new severely acute malnutrition cases with more than
30,000 children being treated in health facilities compared to same period last year. The increased proportion is 37 per
cent in Somali and 27 per cent in SNNP. Over the next months, a spike is forecasted in the number of acute malnutrition
cases in drought affected areas of up from the first quarter of the year. Nutrition partners are targeting 1,064,668 people
1
The 8.1 million people figure has been revised based on the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) figure and forms an intersectoral target based the planned
clusters’ interventions in drought affected areas. The methodology followed ensures there is no double counting. This number is slightly higher than the initial number of 6.8 million people estimated in January 2022 based on available data, before the finalization of the HRP 2022. The same figure will be further revised as part
of the 2022 HRP Mid-Year Review and the updated drought response plan.
Drought affected areas reported in this update were prioritized by the ICCG and endorsed by the HCT based on weather forecasts predicting a high probability of
normal to below-normal spring/Belg season over most of Somali, Harari, East and West Hararge zones of Oromia regions in 2022. In addition, the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) that indicated extremely poor pastoral conditions, particularly in south western Somali, southern Oromia and southern SNNP regions.
With the evolution of the drought and as more data is becoming available, other areas of the country, including Afar and Amhara regions, are also assessed to be at
risk of drought. The list of droughts affected areas is being updated as part of the ongoing update of the drought response plan and following the methodological
threshold used to identify drought affected areas.

tions, there is a fear of water borne diseases like cholera in
some of the drought affected areas.
In some parts of the drought-affected areas, access to
people in need by humanitarian organizations has become
increasingly difficult due to renewed security concerns and
violence. Such areas include Guji and West Guji zones in
Oromia, where the movement of critical supplies such as
food and nutrition are a huge challenge. The access situation slightly improved at the end of May, particularly in
the West Guji zone. Similarly, the conflict in Konso Zone
in SNNP affecting an estimated 60,000 people, including
23,000 people displaced in late April, is also affected by
the drought, leading to lack of access for displaced people
to their land and access to humanitarian organizations to
drought-affected people. The violence also destroyed health
facilities and schools impacting in turn related drought responses such as health, nutrition, education, and WASH. In
the Somali region, Galuun bridge that connects Dawa and
Liben zones often submerges during rainy seasons effectively blocking movement between the two zones. In addition, ongoing hostilities in Southern Oromia have restricted
access to Dawa and Liben zones via the Oromia region.
On 13 May, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin Griffiths,
concluded a two-day visit to Kenya where he saw first-hand
the devastating impact of a fourth consecutive failed rainy
season in the Horn of Africa. During the visit, he spoke virtually with affected people in Korehey Zone in the Somali
Region. “Each of the people I spoke with were clear: this
crisis is threatening both their lives, and their way of life.
They need the world’s attention and action. Now,” he said.

in drought affected areas for nutrition interventions including more than 185,000 children under five with severe acute
malnutrition, more than 478,000 children with moderate
acute malnutrition, and more than 206,000 pregnant and
lactating women with acute malnutrition.
In Somali Region, measles cases were first reported in December 13, 2021 in Dollo woreda in Liban Zone. As of 27
May, some 1,618 cases and 34 deaths were reported in affected areas, with Liban Zone acounting for about 49 per
cent of the cases followed by Fafan Zone with 14 per cent
of the cases and Afder Zone with 11 per cent.
Prices for staple and non-staple food have significantly increased, further exposing vulnerable communities to food
insecurity. In pastoral areas of Somali, for instance, three
goats are currently needed to purchase 100 KG of teff, compared to only one goat before the drought. Prices of grains
have also doubled. The terms of trade for livestock sales
have reduced by 40 per cent due to low purchasing and
poor livestock conditions impacting severely households’
income.
Between October 2021 and mid-April 2022, more than
344,000 people have been displaced in search of water,
pasture, and assistance, including 175,000 people in Somali Region and 139,000 people in southern Oromia Region.
Children’s education is increasingly affected with school
dropout rate increasing due to families migrating to better-off areas and due to lack of water sources at schools.
More than 2,000 schools are closed including 1,800 schools
in Somali, 334 schools in East and West Hararge zones in
Oromia regions alone, affecting more than 682,000 students. Worsened by the drought impact compounded with
limited water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) interven-
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Response
The humanitarian partners are implementing a multi-sector
response in collaboration with Government counterparts.
Currently, there are 46 organizations implementing humanitarian assistance in the drought-affected areas, but further
scale-up is required to adequately cover all areas and sectors.
Between January and April, 4.5 million people, out of the
targeted 8.1 million targeted population, were reached with
different types of assistance, in which 41 per cent of them
are and women, 29 per cent are children and 9 per cent with
disability. This included 1.9 million people with agricultural interventions, 799,000 people with water, sanitation and
hygiene interventions, 332,000 children with education services and 251,000 people with health services.
Food partners have assisted 3.4 million people with humanitarian food assistance in the initially defined drought
affected woredas. Some partners, however, are facing
resource shortfalls, resulting in distribution of an incomplete food basket, or applying rations cuts. For example, in
Somali region, drought affected people received 12kgs of
cereals instead of 15kgs in round 1 food distribution, and
for round 2, they will be receiving 10kg. Further rations cuts
will be implemented if resources are not secured to cover
the needs.
In Somali region, more than 2.1 million livestock heads
were vaccinated against different animal diseases, while
about 110,000 heads were treated against infectious and
parasitic diseases. Different types of animal feed (including supplementary feeds) were distributed in Daawa, Fafan, Jarar, Liban, Shabelle, and Siti zones benefitting about
51,560 households. In Oromia region, livestock feeds were
distributed in Borena, East Bale, East and West Hararge, and
Guji zones benefiting about 94,536 households. In SNNP region, livestock feeds were distributed in South Omo Zone,
Dasenech, Malie, and Hamer woredas, benefiting more than
7,217 households.
In Somali region, 3,000 displaced households (HHs) in
Shabelle Zone and more than 1,000 displaced HHs in Jarar
Zone received emergency shelter and non-food items (ES/
NFI) assistance. In Oromia, ongoing distribution of ES/NFI
to 1,290 HHs, multipurpose cash to 1,050 HHs and dignity

kits to 250 HHs to support both conflict and drought affected people in Galena, Bule hora and Suro Berguda woredas.
In response to measles outbreak in Somali, health partners
supported the response with the deployment of response
teams, case investigation and case management and delivery of medical supplies and capacity building for local
health workers. A measles vaccination campaign was conducted in 10 woredas and 5 refugee camps in Liban, Afder
and Shebelle Zones, reaching more than 348,000 children
under 15 with coverage rate of 96 per cent of the targeted
population. The plan for vaccination campaign in Jarar, and
Fafan is ongoing.
Response is being scaled-up by humanitarian partners, including the school feeding program in the affected areas,
with school meals to be provided to 57,000 students in 188
schools in 7 woredas in SNNP, and about 92,000 students
reached with school feeding in 38 schools, of which 49 per
cent are girls in Somali. In Southern Oromia, more than
323,000 students are getting emergency school feeding
and water storage are installed across 60 schools.
Health partners supported the health services with 80 MT of
emergency drugs provided to Somali Region Health Bureau
and 21 MT to SNNP Regional Health Bureau. Humanitarian partners have also scaled-up water trucking supporting
about 419,000 people in 266 kebeles across 31 woredas in
Somali. Around 188 water schemes have been maintained
since the drought started, benefiting more than 1.4 million
people in the region. In Southern Oromia, 75 water trucks
are providing water in five zones benefiting about 770,000
drought-affected people.

Funding
The UN and non-governmental organizations partners require at least US$560 million to support the drought response from June to December this year. Last month the
Emergency Relief Coordinator released $12 million from the
Central Emergency Response Fund to support the humanitarian response. The Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund has also
allocated $17 million to the response. The first iteration of
a Drought Response Plan, based on the 2022 Humanitarian
Response Plan (HRP), has been finalized, pending endorsement from the Government of Ethiopia. A new iteration of
the Drought Response Plan is ongoing to capture the evolution of needs and requirements for the humanitarian response.

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE
AGRICULTURE
Response:
• 2,125,000 livestock heads were vaccinated against la peste des petits
ruminants (PPR), sheep and goat pox (SGP), lumpy skin disease (LSD)
and camelpox, while 109,564 others were treated against infectious and
parasitic diseases in affected woredas.
• Different types of animal feed (including supplementary feeds) were
distributed in Daawa, Fafan, Jarar, Liban, Shabelle, and Siti zones
benefitting about 51,560 households.
• In Oromia region, livestock feeds were distributed in Borena, East
Bale, East and West Hararge, and Guji zones benefiting about 94,536
households.
• In SNNP region, livestock feeds were distributed in South Omo zone,
Dasenech, Malie, and Hamer woredas, benefiting about 7,217 households.

EDUCATION
Response:
• School feeding targeting around 73,000 students in 10 schools in
Dawa and Liban zones, Somali which has been ongoing for the last
eight months out of the ten months program.
• 19,304 students, of which are 49 per cent girls, are targeted for a hot
meal school feeding program in 28 schools in Tuli, Goljano, Babile, and
Dhobowayn woredas, Somali.
• School meals to be provided to 57,000 students in 188 schools in 7
woredas in SNNP Region.
• In Southern Oromia, 323,503 students are getting emergency school
feeding and water storage installed across 60 schools.

EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS
Need:
• Provision of ES/NFI to an estimated 287,260 drought-affected people,
both IDPs and host communities, in Somali.
• Provision of ES/NFI to an estimated 152,204 people in Oromia.
Response:
• In Somali, 3,000 displaced households (HHs) in Shabelle Zone and
more than 1,000 displaced HHs in Jarar Zone received ES/NFIs (both
in kind and in cash). An additional 6,280 HHs in Shebelle Zone and
1,670 HHs in Nogob are planned to be reached with ES/NFIs, both are
drought affected areas.
• In Oromia, distribution of ES/NFI to 1,290 HHs; cash to 1,050 HHs and
dignity kits to 250 HHs is ongoing to support both conflict and drought
affected people in Galena, Bule hora and Suro Berguda woredas.
Additional, 3,312 HHs in West Guji and 2,100 HHs in East Bale are
planned to be reached.
• Overall, since January, the ES/NFI Cluster only covered 14 percent of
the needs in the drought-affected areas.
Gap:
• Since January, the Cluster only covered 14 percent of the needs in the
drought-affected areas due to lack of funding.

FOOD
Response:
• In Somali, partners have assisted 1.7 million people with food and
cash for food assistance in drought affected woredas.
• In SNNP, 321,766 people received food assistance in March.
• In drought affected areas of southern and eastern Oromia, an
estimated 2.3 million people received food assistance.

HEALTH

Response:
• 80 MT of emergency drugs and about $2.5 million (ETB 12.5 million)
provided to Somali Region Health Bureau.
• 31 Mobile Health Nutrition teams are providing service to the affected
population in 31 woredas in Somali.
• 348,007 children under five were vaccinated for measles in 7 woredas
in Liben Zone, 2 woredas in Afder Zone, one woredas in Shabelle Zone,
and 5 refugee camps in Liben Zone, Somali.
• 21 MT of emergency drug kits for the drought response to the Health
Bureau in SNNP.

NUTRITION

Response:
• In Somali, more than 7,300 severely malnourished (SAM) children
under five received treatment while 74,468 moderately malnourished
(MAM) children in 21 woredas received nutritious food in April.
• All stabilization centers providing treatment received SAM kits
including essential drugs for management of complications.
• In SNNPR, more than 206 MT of CSB++ (nutrition supplements) were
distributed to 18,041 children under five and 20,324 pregnant and
lactating women (PLW) across eight woredas in February.
• Similarly, in SNNP 108 MT of CSB++ were delivered to 5,922 children
under 5 and 5,749 PLW in Dasenech, Gangatom and Malle woredas of
South Omo Zone, in February and March.

• Some 87.4 MT of CSB+ were also distributed for 3,724 children under
five and 4,338 PLW in Konso Zone, (Karat Zuria Woreda, Segen Zuria
Woreda and Kena Cluster) in February and March.

PROTECTION - CHILD PROTECTION AND GENDER BASED
VIOLENCE
Response:
• In Somali, at least 421 people received psychosocial support services
and 24 unaccompanied and separated children were reunified.
• Also in Somali, more than 3,350 IDP’s in Maraagajo and 522 people in
Jijiga received non-food items.

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

Need:
• In Somali and Oromia regions, almost third of water points are dry or
extremely low.
• Across the affected woredas in Oromia, Somali and SNNP regions,
more than 4.4 million people are thought to not have access sufficient
water. This amounts to 64 per cent of the population in drought affected
woredas, with the situation in Somali (73 per cent) followed by Oromia
(62 per cent) being particularly challenging.
Response:
• In Somali, some 2.6 million people across 1,131 sites in 84 woredas are
receiving water trucking services by the government.
• Humanitarian partners have also scaled-up water trucking support in
Somali. At present, 418,752 people in 266 kebeles across 31 woredas are
benefiting from water trucking services.
• In Somali, about 188 water schemes have been maintained since the
drought started late 2021, benefiting 1,402,500 individuals.
• In Southern Oromia, 75 water trucks are providing water across five
zones to address the needs of 769,946 drought-affected people.
• The construction of a new borehole in Borena Zone and 157 water
schemes rehabilitated.
• Also in Southern Oromia, WASH NFIs were distributed, including 63
water storage roto, 9,500 pieces of jerry cans, 1,500 pieces buckets,1,500
pieces washing basin, 15,000 laundry soaps, 15,000 bathing soap, 7
cartons of aqua tabs, 250 cartons of purification, 750 kits dignity kits,
and 76,695 m³ of water distributed, benefitting 325,957 people. Water
treatment chemical has also been distributed in all zones in the region.
• In SNNP, six medium deep wells were constructed in Enemor and Ener
and Meskan woredas of Gurage Zone. Eight emergency water treatment
kits were constructed in South Omo Zone (Dasenech and Gangatom
woredas) and Wolayita Zone (Dugena Fango Woreda).
• Two water trucks are providing water rationing in South Omo Zone
(Dasenech and Gangatom woredas), one water truck is providing water
rationing in Halaba Zone (Wera Dijo Woreda) and one water truck in
Wolayita Zone (Dugena Fango Woreda).

