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1.0
INTRODUCTION
1.1
County Background Information
Kitui County is situated in the former Eastern Province of Kenya, and borders Taita Taveta
County to the South, Makueni County to the West, Machakos to the Northwest, Tana River to
the East, Embu and Tharaka Nithi to the North. The County has eight sub counties namely; Kitui
Central, Kitui South, Kitui East, Kitui Rural, Kitui West, Mwingi North, Mwingi West and
Mwingi Central.

Ma rginal Mixed
Fa rming,
444,200
(44%)

The county covers an area of 30,570.30 square
kilometers Km2), of which 6,369 km2 is
occupied by Tsavo East National park, with a
total population of 1,012,709 (approx. 205,491
households) according to 2009 population
census, with 2.1 percent growth rate. The
County has two main livelihood zones as
shown in figure 1.

Formal
Employment/
Ca sual Labour,
42,914
(4%)

Mixed Farming,
525,595
(52%)

Figure 1: Population in Kitui County by Livelihood Zone

1.2
Current Relief Operations
The County currently has Food and Cash for Assets (C/FFA), as well as Supplementary feeding
programme (SuFP) in 130 health facilities. The number of beneficiaries currently receiving food
assistance is 171,100, while those under SuFP there are 6,232 beneficiaries in 130 health
facilities. School meals programme is being implemented in selected schools through both
government and community support. Action Aid and the Catholic Diocese of Kitui have been the
cooperating partners appointed by County Steering Group (CSG) to implement components of
the Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200294 in the County. Action Aid
International covers Mwingi Central and Mwingi North sub counties while Catholic Diocese of
Kitui covers Kitui South, Kitui East and Kitui Rural sub counties.
1.3
Food Security Trends
The food security situation in the County has not changed much since the last assessment done in
January 2013, as it has remained classified as being in the second phase of the Integrated Phase
Classification (IPC 2), which is also the Stressed Phase. Livestock body condition and
productivity has generally remained stable due to improved availability and access to pasture and
water for livestock. Crop production was lower than the previous short rains season, which is
also the main season, but higher than the long rains season of 2012, owing to better performance
of rains. Distances to water for domestic use, waiting time at source and cost of water have
remained within seasonal ranges as the previous season. Mid Upper Arm Circumference
(MUAC) level are lower than they were during the previous assessment by about 15%. Terms of
trade are favoring livestock producers however, these terms have deteriorated by about 24%
when compared to the same in February 2013.
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1.4
Current Factors Affecting Food Security
The current factors affecting food security are poor temporal distribution of rainfall, human human conflict across border with Tana River County, over reliance on maize as the main staple
(as opposed to adoption of traditional high value crops), and low use of fertilizers and certified
seeds.
1.5
Summary of Recommendations
1.5.1 Food Interventions
Continuation of current relief and recovery programs across the County, including C/FFA and
SuFP, as well as of school meals programmes.
1.5.2 Non Food Interventions
•
Promote and upscale micro irrigation schemes as a way of increasing food production in the
County.
•
Promotion of drought tolerant crops as a response to decreasing rains in the County.
•
Introduction of kitchen gardens in schools as a way of promoting vegetable production that
will enhance dietary diversity in the school feeding programs.
•
Up-scaling of outreach health services to contain the frequent outbreak of measles.
•
Enhance maintenance and servicing of key community water facilities such as boreholes in
order to cope up with the current drought.
•
Enhancing environmental conservation to forestall environmental degradation especially
due to excess charcoal burning.
2.0
COUNTY FOOD SECURITY SITUATION
2.1
Current Food Security Situation
The food security situation in the County is stable as most indicators are within the normal
ranges, and has improved due cumulative positive impact of the previous two seasons, which
performed relatively well. The area put under major crops increased by 60 percent. Crop
production was at 91 percent of long term averages for maize, while production of green grams
increased by 53 percent. Household maize stocks are expected to last for the next one to two
months. Livestock production has remained stable; due to availability and accessibility of water,
pasture and browse across the County apart from Matinyani and parts of Mwingi Central where
pasture is in poor condition. However, livestock holding per household has reduced compared to
the long term averages, due trailing effects of the drought as the households were depending on
sales of livestock as a main source of income. Currently, a household in the mixed farming areas
has about 1.4 Tropical Livestock Units (TLUs) compared to the long term of four to five, while
in the marginal areas; households currently have about 2.8 TLUs as compared to long term
average of 5.3 TLUs. Distances waiting time and cost of water are normal for this time of the
year, and so morbidity patterns affecting both children and the general population.
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2.2
Rainfall
The onset of the long rains timely, in the second dekad of March 2013. The rains were generally
normal in terms of quantity and distribution across the County. However they were characterized
by poor temporal distribution with only 8 to 10 days of
intense rains that resulted in damages to crops and fruit
trees in some of some parts of the County such as Zombe.
There was early cessation of rains in the second dekad of
April, instead of second dekad of May.
3.0
IMPACTS OF SHOCK AND HAZARDS
3.1
Crop Production
The contribution of the long rains season to crop
production in the County is about 30 percent. The long
rains season is the major season for the production of
pulses namely green grams, pigeon peas and Dolichos
lablab. Farmers in marginal mixed livelihood zone where
rainfall is erratic and unreliable have adopted drought
tolerant crops like cow peas, pigeon peas, green grams,
millet, sorghum and root crops like cassava and sweet
potatoes for food security. In the Marginal mixed
livelihood zone millet, cow peas, cassava and sweet
potatoes are grown for food while green grams, sorghum
and vegetables such as kales and tomatoes are grown for
Figure 2: Performance of Rains (MarJun 13) Source Fewsnet
income. In mixed farming livelihood zones, maize, beans,
pigeon peas and cowpeas are grown for food crops while fruits (mangoes, citrus and papaws),
cotton and vegetables are grown for income. Tables one and two below give long rains
production compared to long term averages (LTA).
Table 1: Rain-fed Crop Production
Area under Crops (Ha)
Crop
Achieved Long Term % of LTA
Maize
49,894
41,100
121%
Sorghum
45,743
25,700
178%
Green grams
48,908
23,390
209%
Totals
144,545
90,190
160%

Production (90-Kg bags)
% of LTA
Achieved
Long Term
72,319
79,275
91%
99,325
98,360
101%
70,436
46,143
153%
242,080
223,778
108%

The area put under major crops increased by 60 percent, maize and sorghum production was at
91 and 101 percent of long term average respectively, while production of green grams increased
by 53 percent (see table 1 above). Through the Traditional High Value Crops (THVC)
programme, farmers especially in marginal livelihood zones have adopted sorghum and green
grams and have increased the acreage under the crops by 78 percent and 109 percent respectively
(table 1 above). In addition, the ready market for gadam variety of sorghum at East African
Breweries has raised its production by many farmers. The prices of green grams are on the
upward trend and this has encouraged more farmers to produce the commodity mainly for
marketing.

3

Table 2: Irrigated Crops
Area under Crops (Ha)
Achieved Long Term % of LTA
Tomatoes
398
170
234%
Kales
472
210
225%
Onions
203
120
169%
Totals
1,073
500
215%
Crop

Achieved
1,702
1,424
1,443
4,569

Production (90-Kg bags)
Long Term
% of LTA
1,025
166%
1,130
126%
600
241%
2,755
166%

Vegetables are readily available at normal prices owing to increased production as shown in
table 2 above. Ready market for these vegetables has led to farmers increasing acreage under
irrigated crops especially near seasonal rivers in both livelihood zones. In addition, greenhouse
technology supported by various stakeholders including the government, has also led to the
increase in area under irrigation further corresponding to increased production.
3.1.1 Maize Stocks in the County
Households are having normal stocks of maize while traders and millers have higher stocks to
sell to the farmers to make up on deficit normally expected at this time of the year (table 3
below).
Table 3: Maize Stocks in the County
Maize stocks held by
House Holds
Traders
Millers
NCPB
Total

Current
122,340
56,074
6,100
34,110
218,624

Quantities Held (90Kg Bags)
LTA
128,600
52,500
5,500
36,000
222,600

% of LTA
95%
107%
111%
95%
98%

Grains at the National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB) are being held for the anticipated
relief supplies especially in the marginal mixed areas, where stocks are declining due to
particularly poorer maize harvests in the long rains when compared to the mixed farming zones.
In the same zones the stocks held by traders and millers are higher to supply the deficit.
Meanwhile, the mixed livelihood zones have more stocks held by the households because of
fairer harvests from both preceding seasons. The available stocks are expected to last for one to
two months.
3.2
Livestock Production
Livestock is a major source of livelihood in both mixed and marginal mixed farming livelihood
zones. The major livestock species kept are cattle, goats, sheep and poultry which contribute to
food and household income. Goat keeping and local poultry production are the leading sources
of income in both livelihood zones, contributing between 30 to 35 percent to food, and between
25 to 35 percent to cash income.
3.2.1 Livestock Productivity
The current livestock body condition for both large and small stock is good across the two main
livelihood zones, owing to accessibility and availability of browse and water, which is expected
to last two to three months. Improved fertility as reflected in kidding, lambing and calving was
reported across the two livelihood zones.
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This can be attributed to the available feed and water as a result of the fairly good 2013 long
rains and also enhanced livestock husbandry. Livestock holdings are generally below normal,
owing to livestock losses and sales during previous droughts. Goat population has however
increased over the last two seasons, making considerable contribution to livelihoods particularly
in the marginal areas. The average number of livestock household holdings varied across the
livelihood; in the marginal livelihood zones, the holdings were between eight to 10 goats and
about two cows, compared to the normal of 12 goats and four cows, while in the mixed farming
zones, households held between four to seven goats and one cow, compared to a normal of seven
goats and two cows.
3.2.2 Milk Availability and Consumption
Milk production is currently normal between three to four litres per day in the marginal areas,
and farmers practicing dairy production in the mixed areas getting up to 10 litres. Milk prices are
on average Ksh. 50 per litre, compared to the long term average price of Ksh. 45. Availability of
milk is normal as water, pasture and browse are available.
3.2.1 Water for Livestock
Trekking distances range between three to eight kilometers in the marginal farming zones, and
this is slightly higher than the normal of three to five kilometers. In this zone, all livestock
species are watered daily apart from Ikutha and Mutitu where watering is after two days. In the
mixed farming zone, the distances are normal at between two to six kilometers, and watering
frequency is currently daily, which is also normal. Water for livestock is expected to last up to
the next rains, but distances will increase significantly especially in the marginal areas such as
Mutitu, Nguni, Ikutha and Mutha.
3.2.4 Migration
There was no migration in or out of the county, but mass livestock movement was experienced in
Mutha and Ikutha divisions by herders relocating their cattle from Taita Taveta County to Wajir
and Garissa Counties.
3.2.5 Livestock Diseases and Mortalities
No livestock mortalities attributed to diseases or drought has been reported, however there were
Lumpy Skin Disease and Foot and Mouth Disease outbreaks in Lower Yatta, and quarantine
imposed within the area, the situation was however contained by vaccinations carried out by the
Veterinary department.
3.3
Water and Sanitation
The main sources of water in the County are traditional river wells, natural rivers, pans, dams,
rock catchments, shallow wells, springs and boreholes. These are normally the sources of water
during this period of the year but the water levels are higher compared to a normal season. This
is attributed to high rainfall amounts received during the long rains. The available water is
expected to be sufficient until the onset of the short rains.
3.3.1 Distances to Water, Consumption and Cost
Current walking distance to water sources is between three to four kilometers, while waiting time
is about 15 minutes and this is normal for this time of the year. Water consumption per person
per day averaged 13.5 liters.
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The cost of a 20-litre jerricans averaged three to four shillings, which is normal for households
fetching at the source, while those buying from vendors pay between KSh. 10 to KSh. 20.
3.3.2 Sanitation and Hygiene
Latrine coverage averaged 74 percent; higher in mixed farming areas with areas such as
Mutonguni having as high as 90 percent, while marginal areas having much lower coverage as
reported in Nguni with about 30 percent, attributed to efforts by the government and other
partners to promote proper waste disposal methods and handling of water at the household level,
which has lead to a decrease in water borne diseases. Use and acceptability of chlorine based
water treatment chemicals such as aqua tabs and water guard are is still low and households are
treating water by boiling, with a majority of them taking it raw from the source.
3.4
Markets and Trade
3.4.1 Market Operations
The major markets for livestock and household food commodities in the marginal mixed farming
livelihood zone are Mutha, Kanyangi, Mutomo, Zombe, Ikutha, Mutitu, Tiva, Kanyongonyo,
Tseikuru, Katsee, Kamwongo, Nguni, Nuhu and Kwa-vonza while Kalundu, Kisasi, Kabati,
Tulia, Kavisuni, Mwingi, Migwani and Mui in the mixed farming livelihood zone. There were no
cases of market disruptions reported, all the markets operated normally.
3.4.2 Market Supply and Traded Volumes
The markets were well provisioned with stocks of the staple food commodities, such as maize,
beans, cowpeas, pigeon peas, green grams, kales and cabbages sourced locally. However, there
were food commodities imports from Meru and Tharaka supplying Tseikuru market. The three
main livestock species traded in the markets were goats, cattle and donkey, and the volumes
being traded at the moment are normal compared to other past seasons.
3.4.3 Commodity Demand
Demand for food commodities is currently lower than normal owing to availability of food
commodities, particularly cereals at the household level. For instance, Migwani market in
Mwingi Central sub county had only one trader selling maize.
3.4.4 Market Prices
Market prices for staple food commodities have remained stable for past four months at Ksh. 33
per kilogram of maize
50.00
which compares to the
40.00
LTA, but lower than 2012
30.00
when they were Ksh. 40 per
kilogram (see figure 3).
20.00
Green grams are currently
10.00
selling for Ksh. 65 per
kilogram; they contribute
J
F
M
A
M
J
J
about 40% cash income
from crops for households
2013
LTM
2012
in the marginal zones.
Figure 3: Average Maize Prices, Source NDMA
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These prices compare to long term seasonal averages, and variation between livelihoods is
negligible. The prices are expected to stabilize in the next three months as more supplies are
received from the outside markets to meet the increasing demand.
The average goat price was Ksh. 3,200,
which is higher than the LTA of Ksh. 2,100, 4,000.00
but lower than last year’s price by 16 3,200.00
percent. Prices are expected to continue 2,400.00
declining for the next three months as 1,600.00
800.00
households increase supply to the markets in
the lean season. Livestock prices are
J
F
M
A
M
J
J
relatively lower in the marginal mixed
2013
LTM
2012
farming zones at Ksh. 3,200 when compared
to the mixed farming zones where a goat Figure 4: Average Goat Prices , Source NDMA
currently goes at an average of Ksh. 3,700, and this is mainly due to increased supply in the
marginal areas.

Kilograms of Maize exchanged for a
goat

3.4.5 Terms of Trade
Currently, a household can purchase 81 Kg of maize from the sale of a goat compared to the long
term average of 61 Kg. The terms of trade have remained relatively the same as last long rains
season, but they have improved much when compared to the long term as shown in figure 5
below.
While
140
supply of goats to
120
markets increases,
100
prices are likely to
80
decline, while a the
60
same time prices of
40
major cereals such
20
0
as maize are likely
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
to increase, thereby
Av. County ToT
2012 Av. ToT
LTA Terms of Trade
occasioning
poor
terms
of
trade.
Figure 5: Terms of Trade in Kitui County
Improvements in terms are expected to stabilize at the current levels in the next three months.
However, as indicated earlier, the number of livestock available for disposal at household level is
small, and continued increase in sales will increase vulnerability of these households. As a result,
households have considered alternative sources of income, with casual labour in urban centers
being the most common. Farmers have also adopted production of sorghum, green grams and
vegetables as valuable cash crops. Other sources of income including honey will become more
important alternatives as the commodity becomes scarce and prices higher.
3.5
Health and Nutrition
3.5.1 Morbidity and Mortality Patterns
The main causes of morbidity amongst the under fives and general population are upper
respiratory tract infections, malaria, diarrhea, skin diseases and intestinal worms. Cases of
diseases are manageable, and no outbreak has been reported.
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Cases of measles have declined significantly from 1,000 cases reported same time last year to
292 currently, which is a reduction by 70.8 percent, this is due to the accelerated immunization
campaigns conducted. There was no current data on mortality in the county, as the previous
survey reports are outdated.
3.5.2 Immunization and Vitamin A Supplementation Coverage
The level of fully immunized children is 36 percent compared to 45 percent last year, while
vitamin A supplementation for children 6 – 11 months was 78 percent between January to June
2013 as compared to 75 percent same period in 2012. Vitamin A supplementation for children
between 12 – 59 months was between 21 percent in January to June 2013 as compared to 17
percent during same period last year. The coverage for both immunization and vitamin A
supplementation are below the national threshold of 80 percent, and it can be attributed to
reduced utilization of health services as integrated outreach clinics have reduced in the County.

% Children with MUAC <135mm

3.5.3 Nutrition Status and Dietary Diversity
Cases of children at risk of malnutrition in the County are below long term averages in both the
former Mwingi and Kitui
12.0
districts when compared
10.0
to long term averages as
8.0
illustrated in the figure 2.
6.0
Improved
household
4.0
food
security
and
2.0
enhanced
nutrition
0.0
interventions
by
April
May
June
July
stakeholders
in
the
Mwingi LTA
Kitui LTA
County Current
sector have led to better
Figure 6: MUAC Rates in Kitui County, Source NDMA
nutrition. The children
at risk of malnutrition in the marginal areas are likely to increase since the predisposing factors
continue to persist (milk scarcity and increase in food prices).
Cases Marasmus and Kwashiokor have reduced significantly in May 2013 when compared to
May 2012. Children at risk of malnutrition based on MUAC (135mm) and cases of underweight
children in the same period have also reduced as shown in table 4 below.
Table 4: Improvement in Nutrition

Type of Evidence Indicator
2012 May 2013 May % Reduction
Kwashiokor
38
17
55%
Direct Evidence
Marasmus
371
68
82%
Underweight Children (<5Yrs old)
4,960
3,352
32%
Indirect Evidence
MUAC (% of children at risk)
10.1
8.0
21%
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In the marginal mixed farming livelihood zone, most households are consuming one to two
meals per day while in the mixed farming livelihood zone, they have between two to three. The
meals are currently well diversified consisting of cereals, legumes, fruits, vegetables and milk.
Both frequency and diversity of meals is normal for both livelihoods at this time of the year,
which is normally lean. According to World Food Programme Food Security Outcome
Monitoring exercise done in May 2013, 81 percent of households interviewed had adequate food
consumption as compared to 63 percent in December 2012, while only eight and six percent had
poor food consumption scores in the same months respectively.
3.6
Education
The situation in the education sector is stable across the livelihoods, with no report of food
insecurity affecting the sector. Some schools have organized community feeding programs,
which accommodates all including those who are unable to contribute food. Increase in number
of public day secondary schools has contributed to a general increase in transition rates (primary
to secondary), but the schools are few and far apart, thus longer walking distances by the
students. Enrolment, attendance and retention rates are generally high owing to collective
responsibility by parents, community and local leadership to address issues of absenteeism and
drop out. There are also efforts by parents and local leaders to ensure all children reaching school
going age are enrolled, but his is often a challenge where distances to school are longer, and
children enroll at a higher age. (Data from the Education sector was not available and only
information from field interviews was used in this section).
3.7
Coping Mechanisms
Households are employing normal livelihood strategies to meet food needs, which currently
include casual labour, petty trade and charcoal burning, amongst others. Remittances remain a
major source of cash income for households across the County, and this is a normal livelihood
strategy with limited seasonal variation. Some households in Itivanzou and Nguni reported
skipping meals however, these are isolated even within the mentioned localities. The mean
coping strategy score has generally decreased from 22 to 16 in May and December 2012
respectively, and in May 2013 it was at 10, which indicates households are able to meet their
food needs with reduced coping.
3.8
Food Security Prognosis
The food security situation in the County is likely to remain stable especially in the mixed
farming zone for the next one to two months as household food stocks suffice, and as water,
pasture and browse remain available and accessible for livestock. Coming from the previuos two
good seasons, food security is expected improve further from the stressed phase to the minimal
food insecurity phase in the next three months, if the 2013 short rains performed normally as
these are the most reliable rains for crop production in the County. The situation may gradually
worsen in the marginal farming zone as terms of trade decline, and as households deplete
available food stocks available for cash income such as green grams, cow peas and sorghum.
Reduction in stocks at the household level may also correspond with marginal increase in food
prices as traders source commodities from outside the County. There is also a likelihood of
decline in dietary diversity and food consumption. Opportunities for casual labour are likely to
decrease as supply increases, which will lead to diminished income from the source. As a result,
households will increase reliance on other sources of income such as business, labour,
charcoal/firewood and honey production.
9

Walking distances to water points and waiting time at the water sources are likely to increase but
not significantly, but the quality of water is expected to be compromised as the congestion at
water points rises.
3.9
Ongoing Interventions
3.9.1 Food Interventions
Currently 171,100 beneficiaries are receiving food assistance both in cash and in kind in five out
of the eight sub counties. Supplementary feeding programme is also ongoing in selected health
facilities, targeting children under five years old, pregnant and lactating women. Various school
meals programmes are ongoing in selected public schools supported by the government in some
schools and by parents in others.
3.9.2

Ongoing Non Food Interventions

Table 5: Ongoing Non Food Interventions
County

Location

No. of
beneficiaries

County wide

30,643

MOA,
ADRA,
AAIK, KRC
and CDK

Increased
availability

food

13.5 M

Ongoing

Water harvesting for
crop production

8,845

MOA, CDK,
ACTIONAID
and MOW&I

Improve
food
production through
irrigation

9.1 M

Ongoing

Njaa
Kenya

3,500

MOA, MOLD

Increased
food
security and farm
incomes

15.3 M

Up to 2015

Simple
irrigation/Micro
irrigation

7,300

MOA,
MOW&I

Improved
availability

food

59 M

Ongoing

Formation
and
promotion
of
commercial villages
to market farmers
produce.

2,840

MoA/CDK/
FAO

Increase
marketability
of
farm produce and
income to farmers

12.5M

Ongoing

174,953

MOH,WVI,
UNICEF,CD
K,AAIK

Improved
Utilization

Jan-June 2013

Zinc
Supplementation

174,953

MOH,WVI,
UNICEF,CD
K,AAIK

Improved
Utilization

Jan-June 2013

Management of
Acute Malnutrition
(IMAM)

45,119

MOH,WVI,
UNICEF,CD
K,WFP,AAIK

Reduction of acute
Malnutrition

Jan-June 2013

IYCN Interventions
(EBF and Timely
Intro of
complementary
Foods)

17,568

MOH,WVI,
UNICEF,CD
K,AAIK

Reduction of acute
and chronic
Malnutrition

Jan-June 2013

Iron Folate
Supplementation
among Pregnant

4470

MOH,WVI,
UNICEF,CD
K,AAIK

Improved
Utilization

Jan-June 2013

Intervention

Implementers

Impacts in terms
of food security

Cost

Time Frame

AGRICULTURE SECTOR
County
wide

Promotion
drought
tolerant/THVCs

of

Marufuku

HEALTH SECTOR
All sub
counties

Vitamin A
Supplementation

All sub
counties
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County

Intervention

Location

No. of
beneficiaries

Implementers

Impacts in terms
of food security

Cost

Time Frame

Women
Deworming

139,817

MOH,WVI,
UNICEF,CD
K,AAIK

Improved
Utilization

Jan-June 2013

LIVESTOCK SECTOR
Kitui
South

Reseeding Pasture
and fodder

Mutomo

18,468 hh

LPD

40%

200,000

JAN-JULY
2013

Kitui
Rural

grass bulking

Yatta

180

DLPO

600 Bales of hay
produced

300,000

January-April
2013

Mwingi
North

extension services on
climate change and
how to adopt
conservation and
alternative feeding

Mumoni

all farmers

Livestock
extension
officers

body condition will
improve & enhance
increased livestock
prices

training and
reseeding

Tseikuru

6045HH

GOK/SLM

Increased pasture

1M

3 Years

Mwingi
East

pasture improvement

All

600 HH

MOL

Increased milk and
meat production

300,000

2012-2013

Kitui
Rural

Dairy goat
production

Katulani

30 breast
feeding
mothers

WV

Increase milk
productivity

0.3M

Ongoing

Kitui
West

awareness creation
on early warning
signs & destocking

ALL

1000HH

MOALF

Reduced
vulnerability

N/A

3 Months

Mwingi
Central

grass pasture
improvement

All

2000hh

MOL&
partners

Sustainable

3M

Ongoing

pasture conservation

All

200hh

Farmers and
DLPO

positive

1.2 M

3 Months

deworming

All

150hh

farmers

positive

0.8 M

4 Months

31,200

Adra Kenya
GOK,
AMREF,
UNICEF,
TAWSB

Mwingi
West

Continuous

WATER SECTOR

County
wide

Kitui
Central

Sinking and
rehabilitation of
boreholes and
increasing supply
from water systems

All Wards

Routine maintenance
of water projects

Entire Mwingi
(former)
district,
Mumoni

8,000

GOK

Construction of sub
surface dams and
shallow wells

Mathuma,
Ikomoani,
Kwa Kasuku,
Nyanyaa and
Mukuyuni

3,000

GOK,
UNICEF

Green house

Mutula

120Hh

GOK, DIO,
Community

11

Increased access to
water for both
domestic and
livestock use to
promote food
security

Improved food
security

82.5M

June 2014

0.3M

Continuous

3M

June 2014

0.3M

3- 6 months

3.9.3 Recommendations from SRA 2012/13
In the agriculture sector, the recommendations in table were picked from the SRA 2012/13
assessment, and they are ongoing.
Table 6: Recommendations from Short Rains Assessment of 2012/13
No of beneficiaries

Intervention Description
AGRICULTURE SECTOR
Irrigation Scheme at Thaana
Nzau
Promotion of post harvest
management to reduce post
harvest losses
Promotion of soil and water
conservation and integrated
soil fertility management
WATER SECTOR
Provision of plastic water
tanks
Expansion of water pipelines
water trucking and provision
of water subsidy

Location

Male

Female

Cost in
Ksh

Implementer
s /Actors

Remarks
 Status (ongoing, completed, not
completed)
 % Completion status

Mwingi
West
County
wide

215

285

25M

MoA/SHDP

10,350

20,150

4.5M

MoA

On going

County
wide

10,350

20,150

6M

MoA

On going

Former
Mwingi
(former)
district
County
wide

Feasibility study completed,
implementation on going

3,000

5,000

2M

GOK, AAIK,,
ADRA,
UNICEF

45%

9,000

11,000

4.3M

GOK

10%

3.10 Food Security Ranking
The eight sub counties were ranked in accordance with agricultural production, livestock body
condition and condition of pasture and browse as well as water for domestic and livestock use.
Table 7: Food Security Ranking (1 Most food insecure, 8 Least food insecure)
Rank Sub county
Remarks and ranking divisions in order of severity
Divisions: Ikutha, Mutomo and Mutha
1
Kitui South
Generally poorer rains received in the region, lower livestock prices
for local breeds compared to those from neighboring Tana River
2
Mwingi Central Divisions: Nguni, Central and Nuu/Mui
3
Kitui East
Divisions: Mwitika and Mutitu
4
Kitui Rural
Divisions: Lower Yatta and Chuluni
Divisions: Ngomeni, Muumoni, Kyuso, Tseikuru and Migwani
5
Mwingi North
Wikithuki irrigation scheme is doing well, easy access of food
supplies from neighboring counties (Meru, Tharaka and Embu)
Mwingi West
6
This had a better crop harvest
(Migwani)
Divisions: Matinyani and Mutonguni
7
Kitui West
These are high potential areas in terms of crop production
This is the urban area with a high potential for trade labour and
8
Kitui Central
agricultural production
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4.0
RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1
Monitoring Required
Food security in the County is generally stable, and improving, however, influx of migrating
livestock is likely to increase competition for available resources, as well as conflict, and
therefore the need to monitor as well.
4.2
Food Interventions Required
While the performance of various indicators across the sectors indicates a normal season, there is
still need to cushion some vulnerable households from a declining food security situation before
the short rains season. Table 7 below indicates these recommendations for food assistance per
Sub County, with specific flagged areas within the sub counties being of greatest concern.
Table 8: Recommendation for Food Assistance (C/FFA Modality)
Divisions

Population

Pop range in Need
(%Min - Max)

Ikutha
Mutomo

77,510
60,635

35 - 40
30 -35

Ikutha, Kasaala, Athi, Maluma, Kalivu

Mutha
Nguni

42,003
29,313

32 - 37
42 - 47

Ndakani, Mathima, Voo, Mutha, Simisi, Kanziko

Nuu and Mui

47,272

37 - 42

Lundi, Mui and Mathuki

Mwitika

36,912

30 - 35

Wingemi, Kavindu, Mwambiu and Nuu

Mutitu
Yatta

32,057
52,826

28 - 35
25 - 32

Malalani,Endau, Mwitika,Kyamatu

Ngomeni

18,447

40 - 47

Kyuso
Tseikuru
Mwingi Central
Chuluni
Muumoni
Migwani
Matinyani
Mutonguni
Kitui Central

40,375
33,836
104,826
83,760
47,309
63,570
42,789
63,752
135,517

35 - 42
43 - 48
-

Remarks/Flagged Locations
Ikanga, Kyatune, Mutomo Kibwea

Ukasi, Mbuvu, Imba and Maai

Zombe, Mutitu and Kaliku
Kanyongonyo, Kiseuni, Kanyangi, Nthongoni,
Yatta and Kwa Vonza
Kavaani, Mitamisyi, Kamusiliu and Ngomeni
Kamula, Kyuso and Itiva Nzou

No assistance proposed
No assistance proposed
No assistance proposed
No assistance proposed
No assistance proposed
No assistance proposed
No assistance proposed
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4.3
Non Food Recommendations
Table 9: Sectoral Non Food Recommendations
Sub county

Intervention

Locations

No. of
beneficiaries

Proposed
implementers

Required
Resources

Available
Resources

Time
Frame

Entire County

457,900

MoA, Farmers

16M

Personnel

Continuous

County wide

457,900

MoA, Farmers

60M

Personnel

Continuous

Along
riverbanks,
irrigation
schemes and
multistory
gardens

140,000

MoA, MoW&I,
Farmers

40M

Personnel

Continuous

AGRICULTURE SECTOR
Soil and water
conservation
Promotion of
drought tolerant crop
varieties
County Wide
Promotion of small
irrigation for
vegetable production

HEALTH SECTOR
County Wide

Health education
campaigns

All

233,098

MOH, WVI, UNICEF,
CDK, AAIK, Aphia+
Kamili, AMREF

12M

Personnel

July –Dec
2013

County Wide

Up scaling of
integrated
outreaches, IYCN
interventions and
IMAM

All

174,953

MOH, WVI, UNICEF,
CDK, AAIK, Aphia+
Kamili, AMREF

45M

Personnel

July-Dec2013

All

39,610 hh

GoK and other
partners

7M

Land,
personnel

Nov 2013 Dec 2014

Mutitu and
Mwitika

900

GOK

3.3M

land,
transport
and staff

August 2013July 2014

All

22,858Hh

GOK

4.5M

Personnel,
breeding
stock

2013-2014

All

3000hh

MOLD, Partners

0.5M

personnel,
transport

1year

Mumoni

22,000

DWO, NDMA,
Community

1M

Personnel,
Truck,
water

Sept –
October 2013

Kisasi ,
Kitungati,
Mwosa and
Mbusyani,
Entire Kyuso

37,000

GoK, Partners

2.3M

Personnel,
spares,
Water

August 2013
to June 2014

All

106,600

DWO, NGOs, NDMA,
TAWSB

92.5M

Personnel

July 2013 to
June 2014

Miambani
Central

350

DIO, Community

2M

Skilled
personnel

July 2013 to
June 2014

LIVESTOCK SECTOR
Pasture development
and fodder
conservation
Kitui South,
Kitui Rural,
Inclusion of water
Mwingi West troughs in current
Kitui Central
water projects and
rangeland water
supply
Restocking and
Mwingi East
Improvement of
and Mwingi
local poultry and
Central
goat breeds
Mwingi
Farmer training and
Central
demonstration
WATER SECTOR
Water trucking
Mwingi
Maintenance of
North
existing water
supplies
Servicing of
Mwingi
boreholes/
North and
rehabilitation of
Kitui Rural
shallow wells
Relief water for
schools
Kitui East
Drilling,
and Mwingi
rehabilitation and
Central
equipping boreholes
Kitui Central

Drip irrigation
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