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Population displacement in eastern Africa
9.6 million people remain displaced in the region
As of end-March 2014, there were 9,573,092 people displaced in Burundi, (eastern) DRC,
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, and
Uganda. OCHA reports a decrease of 328,066 individuals since the end of September
2013, when there were 9,901,158 people displaced in the region. Of the total displaced
population, 2,282,857 are refugees while 7,290,235 are internally displaced persons
(IDPs) and people severely affected by conflict. DRC (2.6 million people), Sudan (2
million people), Somalia (1.1 million people) and South Sudan (0.8 million people)
continued to record the highest number of IDPs and persons severely affected by conflict,
insecurity and natural disasters.
Displacement trends in the eastern Africa region continue to be driven by internal armed
conflicts, inter-communal fighting and generalised insecurity. The region also remains
prone to natural disasters, particularly floods and drought, resulting in temporary
displacement.

indicates increased likelihood
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FIGURES
Regional displacement as of
end-March 2014
# of IDPs

7.3 million

# of refugees

2.3 million

The refugee population has since September increased by 136,127 people. At the end of
March 2014, there were 2,282,857 refugees in the region, with major refugee population
increases recorded in Uganda (over 140,000 people); Ethiopia (over 100,000 people);
DRC (over 64,000 people); Kenya (over 43,000 people) and South Sudan (over 11,000
people).
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SOUTH SUDAN
#of IDPs

1 million

# of refugees

386,000

Affected
population

1.5 million

New arrivals were mainly from South Sudan, eastern DRC, Somalia and Sudan, where
the security situation remains volatile. In June 2013, the Rwandan cessation clause
entered into force, prompting returns across the region. The Rwandan refugee population
in DRC has reduced by some 83,000 people since September 2013. Somalia, with over
960,000 refugees across the region, is now the third-highest refugee-generating country
in the world, after Afghanistan and Syria. A Tripartite Agreement signed among the
Governments of Kenya and Somalia and UNHCR for the voluntary repatriation of Somali
refugees from Kenya remains in place and some refugees have approached UNHCR for
assistance with voluntary repatriation. However, the volatile security situation in Somalia
risks slowing down the voluntary returns.

South Sudan
IDPs sliding into a catastrophic humanitarian situation

Over 100 child deaths
reported in the Bentiu
PoC in six weeks due to
preventable diseases
including acute diarrhoea,
pneumonia and
malnutrition

Nearly 1.5 million South Sudanese have been displaced, including 387,839 people who
have fled to neighbouring countries since the crisis started in mid-December 2013,
reports OCHA. Of the 1.1 million internally displaced persons, an estimated 100,000
people have sought refuge inside UN bases. Humanitarian partners expect that the
current crisis will severely affect more than one in two South Sudanese by December
2014. Over seven million people are at risk of food insecurity; four million of whom are
facing an alarming crisis. Failure to raise sufficient funds and deliver aid will expose some
4 million people to avoidable diseases, hunger or death, with up to 50,000 children risking
death due to malnutrition.
The security situation continues to deteriorate in parts of Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile
States, constraining humanitarian access. Rapid response operations in hard-to-reach
areas continued to scale up, with response completed, ongoing or planned for some
706,000 people across 36 locations in the most affected States. A high-level
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to be signed between the Government of
Sudan and WFP in support of all UN and NGO humanitarian supplies and assets. The
Government of Sudan has made a firm commitment to fully facilitate air, river and road
logistical requirements to transport humanitarian aid into South Sudan following WFP
Special Advisor Manuel da Silva’s mission to Khartoum in June.

The total number of people displaced is likely higher, as aid agencies have limited information about displacement outside
main population centres. Figures of displacement outside UN bases have in most cases not been independently verified by
humanitarian partners because of security concerns.

Cholera outbreak threatens over 116,000 lives in next six months
As of 20 June, OCHA reported 1,846 cholera cases, including 39 deaths (CFR 2.2%)
amongst the community in Juba County. The epidemic is so far active in Central
Equatoria State while some cases have been confirmed in Upper Nile and Western
Equatoria States. Cholera alerts have been issued in Jonglei, Unity, Upper Nile and
Western Equatoria States, with health partners on alert in Kwajok in Warrap State and
Mingkaman in Lakes State due to suspected cholera cases. Water, sanitation, social
mobilisation and health activities and training continue across affected States.

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA
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Health partners are estimating that up to 116,000 people could be affected by cholera in
the next six months if the outbreak is not contained. Conditions for South Sudanese IDPs
in displacement continue to deteriorate due to flooding caused by heavy rains especially
in Juba, Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile States. Humanitarian partners are working around
the clock to improve the situation through relocating IDPs to new sites that are on higher
ground. MSF has called for the rapid scale-up of WASH activities in the Bentiu Protection
of Civilians (PoC) site where OCHA South Sudan has reported over 100 child deaths
caused by acute diarrhoea, pneumonia, and malnutrition linked to harsh living conditions
in the past six weeks.

2014 Funding
(millions)
Committed
385

Requested

Sudan

The South Sudan Crisis Response Plan (CRP) is 41 per cent funded and has so far
received $745 million of the $1.8 billion needed to assist up to 3.8 million people by the
end of the year. The Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan, Toby Lanzer, in
appealing for increased funding for the South Sudan operation, emphasized that the
revised South Sudan Crisis Response Plan has “three main goals: to save lives, prevent
a famine, and avert the loss of a generation of children and young people to this conflict”.

1,272

995

278

Funding situation

South Sudan

Darfur

Source: OCHA FTS

Number of internally displaced since January 2014 surpasses total in 2013
Conflict and insecurity resulting from protracted hostilities involving Government forces
supported by the Rapid Support Force, a Government-affiliated militia, and armed
movements in Darfur continue to negatively impact civilian protection and humanitarian
assistance in Darfur.

An estimated 384,000
people have been
displaced internally in
Darfur during the first half
of 2014

Renewed waves of violence
across Darfur in 2014 have
resulted in the displacement of an
estimated 384,000 people since
January
2014.
Sixty-seven
percent (258,000 people) of the
total IDPs consist of persons
newly displaced and still in
displacement, while the rest are
reported returnees as of 11 June
2014. The cumulative population
displacement in
2014
has
exceeded the number of people
displaced in the whole of 2013.
Of the two million people
estimated to be displaced in
Darfur, 380,000 were displaced in
2013, which was at the time
reported as the highest number
of displaced in Darfur since the
conflict erupted in 2004.
The absence of a comprehensive
political settlement between the
Government and the warring
armed movements, coupled with
the continued lack of a sustainable resolution to the intensifying inter-tribal conflict, risks
further deterioration of the fate of the displaced people in Darfur in the coming months.
Unlike in previous years however, access for humanitarian partners improved significantly
in March and April 2014. OCHA reports that as of 25 May, aid agencies had reached
more than half of the people in the affected areas, with the exception of northern Kutum

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA
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locality (Hashaba north), eastern Jebel Mara, North Darfur and Adila and Abu Karinka,
East Darfur. Discussions are ongoing with the authorities to allow access to these areas.
Areas such as Jebel Mara in North Darfur had been inaccessible for the last four years
due to heightened insecurity.
Incidents of overcrowding and deteriorating living conditions continue to strain the
humanitarian response in several IDP camps in the area. Some 3.5 million people are in
need of humanitarian assistance in Darfur. This is against a backdrop of dwindling
resources and reduced humanitarian capacity in Darfur. Funding shortfalls have been
reported in all life-saving sectors and the number of aid workers has since 2011 reduced
by over 50 per cent as at the end of 2013.

Kenya
Government crackdown on immigrants nets urban refugees
As of 11 June, an
estimated 2,760 refugees
and asylum-seekers had
been relocated to the
refugee camps, while
another 360 people,
including five refugees,
were deported to
Mogadishu.

Humanitarian access to
Kasarani stadium gazetted as a police
station - remains
restricted, although
access to other detention
centres is now being
granted on an ad hoc
basis

On 4 April 2014, the Government of Kenya, in response to increasing security challenges,
initiated a crackdown on illegal immigrants across the country. The widespread security
swoop, dubbed “Operation Usalama Watch” involved door-to-door searches by security
personnel with the objective of combing out undocumented immigrants and persons living
in Kenya illegally.
The security crackdown however coincided with a Government directive, issued on 26
March, requiring all refugees and asylum-seekers to report to the designated refugee
camps in Dadaab and Kakuma. Refugees and asylum-seekers residing in urban areas
were largely affected by the security operation, which resulted in the arbitrary arrest of
thousands of refugees and asylum-seekers of different nationalities in Nairobi and other
urban centres. Kenya is home to an estimated 50,000 urban refugees and the
Government and UNHCR have over the years facilitated the residence in urban areas of
refugees with special protection needs including security, education, medical cases and
those being processed for resettlement to third countries.
As of 11 June, some 2,757 refugees and asylum-seekers had been relocated to the
refugee camps, with the majority (2,200 people) transferred to Dadaab refugee camp,
according to UNHCR, who in collaboration with partners facilitated the voluntary
relocation of 257 of the urban refugees to the camps. Separately, some 360 people,
including five refugees, were deported to Mogadishu, while those found without valid
identification documents were sentenced to jail terms for “unlawful presence in the
country”. The security operation has been marred by accusations of corruption,
harassment and human rights abuses, including the separation of an estimated 300
children from their parents and guardians who have either been relocated to the camps or
deported. The Refugee Consortium of Kenya has filed a case in court to facilitate the
reunification of the children with their parents.
The relocation of urban refugees to camps also comes at a time when humanitarian
workers have raised concerns with the authorities over the lack of space in Kakuma
refugee camp, which is currently overpopulated. Negotiations for additional land are
ongoing. In the meantime, UNHCR has discouraged the Government, through the
Department of Refugee Affairs, to cease further relocations to Kakuma pending allocation
of more space.
Most of the affected refugees have lived in urban centres for many years, where they
have established jobs or businesses. Their children attend school, and those with medical
needs are receiving specialized treatment not available in the camps. The arrested
foreigners are initially taken to Kasarani Stadium, currently gazetted as a police station,
for screening and verification. Access to the detained people remains sporadic and on an
ad hoc basis for different stages of the process. UNHCR and partners however continue
to engage with the authorities to ensure that the operation is conducted in the most
humane manner and with respect to human rights and international laws on asylum.

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA
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In June, UNHCR Kenya and partners launched a campaign dubbed ‘1Family torn apart is
too many’, based on the global 2014 World Refugee Day theme. The Campaign tells the
story of children, women and men affected by the security operation and further calls for
concerted action to help refugee families stay united and continue living in peace and
dignity.

Eastern DRC: Katanga
Katanga region remains
volatile due to conflict
between the FARDC and
Mai Mai Bakata Katanga;
inter-communal fighting
between Bantus and
pygmies; and FDLR
threats and abuses in
northern Tanganyika

Humanitarian access to
over 500,000 affected
civilians remains a
challenge due to insecurity
and logistical constraints,
especially in the so-called
“Triangle of Death” region
covering Pweto, Manono
and Mitwaba territories

Total absence of aid
workers has been
observed in most of the
conflict-affected areas in
Katanga

500,000 lives at risk as humanitarian access is curtailed
Clashes between the Congolese Government Forces (FARDC), UN peacekeepers and
armed groups continued to negatively impact humanitarian conditions, particularly in
eastern and southern DRC.
In Katanga Province, civilians continued to flee in response to violence and fear of
imminent conflict between the FARDC and armed group Mai Mai Bakata Katanga; intercommunal fighting between the Luba community and pygmies; and FDLR threats and
abuses in northern Tanganyika. The Mai Mai Bakata Katanga (“Bakata Katanga” means
“to cut Katanga”) initially engaged
Government forces in what was
considered secessionist violence
demanding
Katanga’s
independence,
but
have
abandoned this ideology and
become more of a bandit group in
the area.
During the first quarter of 2014,
Mai Mai and FDLR were involved
in an estimated 20 violent attacks,
resulting in abduction of women,
arson attacks on whole villages,
looting, killing of women and
children and significant population
displacements.
Over 500,000 people have been
displaced between January and
May 2014, while an estimated
600 homes have been destroyed
as a result of Mai Mai attacks in
the country's wealthiest province.
Katanga is believed to hold about
a third of the world’s cobalt and
one tenth of its copper reserves. The number of IDPs in Katanga has risen drastically
from about 50,000 people in 2011 to over half a million in March 2014. This is more than
half of the total number of newly displaced people in DRC.
Humanitarian access to civilians remains a challenge due to insecurity and logistical
constraints, especially in the so-called “Triangle of Death” region covering Pweto,
Manono and Mitwaba territories. The conflict has in the past few months extended to the
neighbouring Malemba Nkulu and Moba territories. Disease outbreaks have been
reported in the area, with resurgence of epidemics including cholera and measles. Health
experts remain concerned about the lack of basic health supplies in health centres, which
in one case resulted in the death of 15 people, mostly children below five years of age on
26 and 27 May. The majority of the hospitals in Katanga lack (among other basic supplies)
transfusion kits for malaria and anemia that are endemic in the area. Protection issues,
including sexual violence and defilement cases, remain of great concern. An estimated
39,000 households who fled clashes between the military and militias in the area of
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Kyona Ngony, are reportedly living without assistance in the territory of Mitwaba, about
450 kilometres north of the provincial capital Lubumbashi.
The situation in Katanga remains worrisome as humanitarian actors, who had previously
moved into the recovery phase and had begun a process of disengagement, have now
been forced to redeploy due to the deplorable humanitarian crisis. An inter-cluster
mission conducted in Manono at the end of April observed an almost total absence of
partners in almost all humanitarian sectors in the affected areas.
While Katanga has less than 50 active humanitarian organizations and is competing for
attention with areas such as North Kivu, aid workers on the ground are going against
great odds to stay and deliver aid to the affected people. There is an urgent need for both
local and international actors to intervene and advocate for the peaceful settlement of the
conflict in Katanga, which continues to deteriorate at an alarming rate.

Somalia
On the brink of a new food crisis
The humanitarian situation
in Somalia is rapidly sliding
into emergency, as funding
remains critically low

Somalia is on the brink of a new food crisis,
with aid agencies warning that action is
needed now. A combination of delayed Gu
rains (April to June), a disrupted planting
season, rising food prices in main
producing areas affected by a military
offensive and persistent conflict means that
the country’s current, fragile food-security
situation is expected to deteriorate in the
next two months. OCHA Somalia warns
that Somalia’s humanitarian situation is at
risk of sliding back into emergency. Some
857,000 people, most of them displaced,
are already in need of urgent life-saving
assistance at least through June 2014, the
peak of the three-month hunger period, just
before the main harvest in August. “Levels
which are considered alarming and
unacceptable in other countries tend to be
regarded as acceptable in Somalia,” said
Ms. Edem Wosornu, acting head of OCHA
Somalia. “Sadly, the world’s tolerance for
suffering in Somalia is too high.”

Measles threatens thousands of Somali children
In March/April 2014 there
were over 1,350 suspected
cases of measles in
Somalia – four times the
number seen during the
same period in 2013

WHO and UNICEF report that outbreaks of measles in several regions have left
thousands of Somali children at risk of disability or death if they are not urgently
vaccinated against the highly contagious disease. In March and April 2014 there were
over 1,350 suspected cases of measles – four times the number seen during the same
period last year – and nearly 1,000 cases were reported in May alone. WHO and UNICEF
say that a nationwide measles campaign needs to be conducted urgently to prevent
thousands of avoidable deaths. This would involve vaccinating about 5 million children
and youth from 9 months to 15 years at an estimated cost of US$ 9 million.

Funding levels critically low
Funding levels for all UNICEF’s humanitarian programmes are critically low, with only
eight per cent of funding required for 2014 received by the end of April. There is
extremely limited funding for life-saving health, nutrition and WASH programmes, putting
the lives of millions of Somali children in jeopardy. UNICEF will have to suspend essential
health services for over three million people, more than 620,000 of them children under
www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA
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age 5, and 279,265 pregnant or breastfeeding women in south-central Somalia due to
lack of funding. Humanitarians need urgent and sustained funding particularly over the
next 90 days to scale up rapid interventions to save lives and strengthen resilience to
shocks of vulnerable people. Philippe Lazzarini, the Humanitarian Coordinator for
Somalia, warned: “The parallels to the pre-famine period in 2010 are very worrying, when
the combination of shrinking access, declining funds and a few failed rainy seasons led to
a devastating crisis.”

Regional Food Security Update
The regional consensus climate outlook for the June-to-August 2014 rainfall season
indicates increased likelihood of near-normal to below-normal rainfall over most parts of
the northern and equatorial sectors except for parts of north-western Ethiopia; southeastern Uganda; and much of South Sudan, which have increased likelihood of receiving
near-normal to above-normal rainfall. The rest of the region is expected to remain dry as
usual at this time of the year. Most of the climatic models indicate an 80 per cent
likelihood of transitioning to El Niño during June to August months.

Eastern Africa: Food Security Conditions (as of June 2014)
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In brief
Resurgence of inter-communal conflict in Wajir and Mandera counties
Renewed inter-communal
conflict in Wajir and
Mandera, where an
estimated 80 people died
and over 75,000 others were
displaced since May, has
exacerbated food insecurity
for the affected families.

A resurgence of inter-communal conflict between the Garre and Degodia communities
has left over 80 people dead and more than 75,000 people displaced in Wajir and
Mandera counties of north-eastern Kenya and has indirectly affected an additional 60,000
people in Wajir County since May. Pre-existing food insecurity is high in the affected
areas, mainly due to failure of the 2013 Short Rains (October - December) and poor
performance of the 2014 Long Rains (March - May). The conflict has exacerbated food
insecurity for affected families, who are also facing water scarcity, as surface points failed
to recharge as a result of failed rains. Major sanitation problems are reported in affected
areas. Dispensaries and health centres are closed in 15 locations in Wajir, while in
Mandera, a number of health facilities are also reported to have closed. Many primary
and secondary schools have been closed in affected areas. The County Governments of
Wajir and Mandera are working with the Kenya Red Cross Society and other
humanitarian partners to deliver assistance to those displaced and affected by the
clashes, which are attributed primarily to competition over political and economic issues.
For the latest OCHA infographic on the situation, click here.

World Humanitarian Summit preparations launched in region
To help set the agenda for the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit, experts from across
eastern and southern Africa (ESA) regions convened on 11-12 June in Johannesburg to
launch preparations across 27 countries leading up to the Summit, to be held in Istanbul,
Turkey in 2016. The WHS ESA Regional Steering Group comprises technical experts
from Government, NGOs, private sector and academia, among others. It is co-chaired by
the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) and the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development (IGAD), and will be responsible for convening regional
consultations to inform proceedings leading to the Summit.
The Summit, mandated by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, seeks to ensure
improved responsiveness to a rapidly evolving humanitarian landscape: greater needs,
climate change, rapid population growth and urbanization, diversity of actors, new
technologies, political and economic shifts. It presents the most significant opportunity to
take stock of achievements and to make fit-for-purpose an often-outdated system,
established by the UN General Assembly over a quarter century ago.
Four key discussion themes have been identified, namely: Serving the Needs of People
in Conflict; Humanitarian Effectiveness; Transformation through Innovation; and Reducing
Vulnerability and Managing Risk.
While this three-year initiative is being managed by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, it will be informed and driven by individuals and organizations who
will have the chance to contribute their ideas in online discussion forums, slated to begin
on 23 September for the eastern and southern Africa regions. This will lead to a major
event in October 2014, at a date and location to be determined.

For further information, please contact:
Patrick Lavand’Homme, Acting Head of Office, lavandhomme@un.org, Tel: 254 20 762 5148| Mobile: +254 710 602326
Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, conwaym@un.org, Tel: +254 20 762 2156 | Mobile: +254 732 500010
Kiganzi Nyakato, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/ Reporting, nyakato@un.org, Tel: +254 20 762 5317 | Mobile: +254 731 932304
Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel: +254 20 762 2076 | Mobile: +254 732 500018
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org and www.reliefweb.int
OCHA Eastern Africa website: http://unocha.org/eastern-africa | Twitter: @UNOCHA_EA
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