WFP/FAO/MOAI
Joint Rapid
Assessment on the
Impact of Locust
Outbreak in the
Tehama Region

YEMEN
January 2014

WFP/FAO/MOAI Joint Rapid Assessment on the Impact of Locust Outbreak in Tehama, YEMEN

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Topic

Page

Acronyms ......................................................................................................................................... 2
1. Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 3
2. Assessment Objectives and Methodology .............................................................................. 3
3. General background of the Tehama Region ............................................................................ 3
4. Livelihoods in the Tehama Region ........................................................................................... 4
5. The Locust Outbreak................................................................................................................. 6
6. Impact of the Locust Infestation .............................................................................................. 7
7. Concluding Remarks ............................................................................................................... 11
8. Suggested Response Options and Actions ............................................................................ 12

List of Tables
Table 1: Crop cultivation by type and districts in Hajja (within Tehama) .................................... 8
Table 2: Crop cultivation by type and selected districts in Hodieda (within Tehama) .............. 11
List of Figures
Figure 1: Map of the Tehama Region in Yemen ............................................................................ 4
Figure 2: Map showing various livelihood zones of Yemen .......................................................... 4
Figure 3: Seasonal Calendar of Events in the Tehama Region ...................................................... 5
Figure 4: Map showing the start of the Locust Movement in June 2013 .................................... 6
Figure 5: Map showing the major outbreak in the Tehama Region in December 2013 ............. 6
Figure 6: Map showing affected areas in the Coastal Tehama Region ........................................ 7
Figure 7: Photo showing the extent of the Locust infestation in the Tehama Region ................ 7
Figure 8: Map of Hajja Governorate with locust affected districts .............................................. 8
Figure 9: Percent of crop damage by Locust in Hajja .................................................................... 9
Figure 10: Map of Hodieda Governorate with locust affected districts .................................... 10
Figure 11: Percent of crop damage by Locust in Hodieda .......................................................... 10
List of Boxes
Box 1: Basic facts of Hajja Governorate ......................................................................................... 8
Box 2: Basic facts of Hodieda Governorate ................................................................................. 10

DRAFT REPORT – prepared by WFP with support from FAO and MOAI – 2 January 2014

Page 1

WFP/FAO/MOAI Joint Rapid Assessment on the Impact of Locust Outbreak in Tehama, YEMEN

ACRONYMS
FAO
MoAI
UFSMS
WFP

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Updated Food Security Monitoring Survey
World Food Programme

DRAFT REPORT – prepared by WFP with support from FAO and MOAI – 2 January 2014

Page 2

WFP/FAO/MOAI Joint Rapid Assessment on the Impact of Locust Outbreak in Tehama, YEMEN

1. INTRODUCTION
Yemen is facing another worst locust outbreak since 2007. Locust swarms have been descending on
Yemen for the past several months starting in June 2013 when first spotted in Shabwa governorate,
burdening the current development challenges of the country. Although Yemen’s domestic production
only covers about 15 percent of the national food requirement and heavily depends on imports (around
85 percent), any damage on the local crops due to natural hazards including locust infestations will
seriously affect the precarious food security situation of poor households who are directly or indirectly
dependent on agriculture.
Recent reports released from different sources including that from the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation (MoAI) and FAO’s website indicated that there is a growing concern about the invasion of
desert locust into Yemen and currently spreading out to various governorates including those in the
Tehama Region as well as Aden, Lahej, Shabwa, and recently to Sa’ada. The government is struggling to
control the outbreak amid reported shortages of pesticides and other equipment. While the level of
outbreak and magnitude of damages caused by the locust infestation will still need to be investigated
through in-depth study, as the situation in Tehama region has been reported as the most serious, a
rapid assessment was conducted particularly focusing on that region based on available information
and field level observations and interviews. The situation in other areas is still being closely monitored.

2. ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY
The main purpose of the assessment was to investigate the extent of crop damage and other impacts
of the locust outbreak in the Tehama region and come up with recommendations for actions. The
specific objectives include: i) assess the level of destruction caused by the locust infestation; ii) identify
the most affected areas in the Tehama region; iii) examine the magnitude of the problem in the affected
areas; and iv) suggest relevant response options and follow-up actions.
In order to meet the objectives of the assessment, a combination of three rapid assessment techniques
was used:
a. collection and analysis of relevant secondary data from different sources;
b. key informant interviews and community level focus group discussions; and
c. field observations in order to physically examine the degree of the damage as a result
of the locust infestation.
All information gathered from various sources (both primary and secondary) was analyzed, triangulated
and the consolidated findings are presented in this report.

3. GENERAL BACKGROUND OF THE TEHAMA REGION
Tehamah or Tehama (Arabic:  تهامةTihāmah) refers to Red Sea coastal plain of Arabia from the Gulf of
Aqaba to the Bab el Mandeb Strait. The region is sometime subdivided into two parts, Tehamat Al-Hejaz
(northern part) and Tehamat ʿAsir (southern part). The Yemeni part (Tehamat Al-Yaman) is an extension
of Tehamat ʿAsir. The plain is constricted and attains its greatest widths (60 to 80 km) south of Medina
and south of Mecca. The Asiri -Yemeni part of the Tehamah plain includes the cities of Jizan and Al
Hudaydah. The temperatures in Tehamah are probably some of the hottest on earth. Tehamah in Arabic
means severe heat and lack of wind.1
1

http://www.wikipedia.com
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The arid Tehama plain is the country’s most important agricultural area, consisting of sand plains and
dunes interrupted by wadi3 flood plains.
Figure 1: Map of the Tehama Region in Yemen
The Tehama covers an area of about 22 000
km2 with slopping land about 30-60 km in
width and extending along the Red Sea to
the west and up to the foot of the
mountains in the east. Eight wadis intersect
the plain and collect run-off from the
highlands to the east. The run-off makes its
way through incised valleys to emerge on
the coastal plain, where the water is used
for spate irrigation and recharges the
alluvial aquifer (the largest in the country)
for urban and domestic water supply and
irrigated agriculture. Rarely, small amounts
of runoff reach the Red Sea.2
Source: WFP Yemen Mapping Archive

About 25 districts3 are located within the
Tehama region: 4 districts are in Hajja, 18 districts in Hodieda, and 3 in Taiz. The total population of
these districts is estimated to be 2,836,000. According to the findings of the recently published WFP’s
UFSMS4, about 470,000 people from all of those districts were found to be severely food insecure and
another 795,000 were identified as moderately food insecure. Based on the results of the survey,
almost all of the severely food insecure population are being assisted by WFP through different food
security and nutrition related operations and assistance mechanisms.

4. LIVELIHOODS IN THE TEHAMA REGION
According to the FEWS NET classification the Tehama region lays within Livelihood Zone #14 – Western
Coastal Plain Sorghum, Millet and
Figure 2: Map showing various livelihood zones of Yemen
Livestock Zone (as shown in red
circle on the map). The livelihood
zone has its own peculiar features
and characteristics, as briefly
described below.
Food and Cash Crops: This
moderately populated livelihood
zone extends along the Tahama
coastal plain from Hajjah, south to
Taiz, and eastward across parts of
Lahj and Abyan Governorates.
Households in this zone are
Source: FEWS NET Analysis of Livelihoods in Yemen
dependent
on
agricultural
activities and livestock keeping to achieve their annual cash and food needs. Sorghum and millet are
the most common grains grown for household consumption; however, sorghum is also cultivated for
2

http://www.ifad.org/evaluation/public_html/eksyst/doc/prj/region/pn/yemen/ye_330.htm.
Haradh, Meedi, Abs, and Hayran districts in Hajja Governorate; Ad Durayhimi, Al Garrahi, Al Hawak, Al Khawkhah, Al Marawiah, Al
Mansureya, Al Munirah, Al Qanawis, Al Hali, Al Luheyah, As Salif, At Tuhayat, Az Zuhra, Assukhna, Bayt Al Faqiah, Kamaran and
Addhuhi districts in Hodieda Governorate; and Al Mukha, Mozza, and Dhubab (Bab Al-Mandab) districts in Taiz Governorate.
4
Updated Food security Monitoring Survey (UFSMS), September 2013, WFP, Yemen.
3
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livestock fodder. Consumption of grains and livestock products varies across wealth groups. Better‐off
can produce enough to cover most of their food needs but will also purchase food throughout the year
according to need. Having less access to land, the poor are unable to produce enough to meet their
needs and therefore depend more on market food purchases. They will also get some of their food as
in‐kind payment for working on better‐off households’ farms.
Source of cash income: Grain sales are the main source of income for better‐off households followed
by livestock and livestock product sales. Some households living in Al Hadaydah, Abyan, and Lahj
Governorates may also cultivate and sell cotton. The poor earn the bulk of the cash performing
agricultural labor for better‐off households. A smaller portion of their cash comes from selling crops
and livestock as well as remittances.
Access to markets: Accessible road networks connect the zone’s producers to markets and allow a
steady stream of commodities to flow into and outside of the Tehama region. Grains are sold locally to
traders who then transport them to larger district and governorate trading centers. Livestock is also
sold locally, trucked to larger trading centers and then to major markets in Sana’a City, Aden, or Hajjah.
The main grains bought are sorghum and millet, are imported into the country via the ports at Al
Hadaydah and Aden, to larger zonal trading centers, then to local markets. The labor market is
concentrated in the rural areas but some may work in urban areas as casual laborers. A minority of the
population will travel as far as Saudi Arabia in search of work.
Seasonal Calendar: According to the FEWS NET livelihoods analysis, this livelihood zone which covers
the entire Tehama region has its own seasonal calendar of livelihoods activities and other events. The
chart below summarizes the calendar of seasonal events normally/typically happening during specific
months of any given year.
Figure 3: Seasonal Calendar of Events in the Tehama Region

Source: FEWS NET Livelihoods Analysis in Yemen

As clearly shown in the chart above, land preparation for and planting for sorghum and millet, the main
crops grown in the area, take place between April and May. Harvesting of these crops happens in July.
Information from local experts suggests that planting could occur starting from March and harvesting
may continue in August/September and sometimes could shift to October/November/December
depending on the occurrence of rainfall. According to information from the assessment, in recent years
as rainfall has been irregular, planting and harvesting times have changed. Currently, significant amount
of land in the region is still covered with standing crops which are ready for harvesting and are at risk
of the locust infestation. Demand for agricultural labour exists almost the entire year except for two
months after the harvest. Livestock selling is a normal practice throughout the year.
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Hazards: Erratic and insufficient rainfall, lack of ground water and crop pest (including Locust
infestations) are ranked as the major hazards in the zone. To offset deficits incurred by hazards, better‐
off households will sell additional livestock, increase trade activities, and sell more grain. Poorer
households will also sell livestock but the amount sold is less than their better‐off neighbors. They will
also solicit more remittances from relatives and migrate out of the zone in search of labor opportunities.
Water salinity may become an increasing problem to farmers in this zone as well as those living in the
neighboring Central and Eastern Wadi Wheat, Vegetable and Livestock Zone, where many laborers
migrate to in search of work. As the salinity of the water table increases, crop yields will decrease. This
will likely affect crop sales as well as the demand for labor opportunities.

5. THE LOCUST OUTBREAK
Yemen is among several countries which are prone to desert locust infestation. The last incidence of
locust outbreak in the country had occurred in 2007 and it was the worst in 15 years. With the generous
donation of pesticides from Mauritania and logistical as well as technical support from WFP and FAO, a
massive control campaign was launched which had
helped to combat the huge outbreak. Yemen's
Figure 4: Map showing the start of the Locust
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation had reported
Movement in June 2013
the incidence of the desert locust invasion had
entered a dangerous phase. Swarms of locusts had
infested both the south and the north, posing a
threat to agricultural crops, as the spread of the
swarms had affected eight of the country’s
governorates that time.
In recent years, although some movements of
Desert Locusts have been noticed in different parts
of the country, there were no reported cases of
damages. In 2013, starting sometime in
September/October, invasion of locusts from
Source: FAO Desert Locust Monitoring Website
Saharan desert have been reported. According to
the most recent information from FAO released
Figure 5: Map showing the major outbreak in the
around the beginning of December 2013, the
Tehama Region in December 2013
situation becomes very serious in Yemen where
an increasing number of new generation
immature swarms are forming on the northern
coast of the Red Sea, particularly spreading out
quickly within the majority of the Tehama region
(as shown on the map).
Ground control teams are treating hopper bands
and adult groups on the northern coast of the
Red Sea in Yemen. Most of the hoppers have
fledged and at least one immature swarm has
formed. A second generation of breeding is now
underway. Hatching will cause locust numbers to
Source: FAO Desert Locust Monitoring Website
increase from early December onwards and
hoppers will form bands. Smaller infestations that are present on the central Red Sea coastal plains and
the Gulf of Aden coast are likely to increase.
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According to pre-mature information
from the MoAI, about 90 percent of
the crops in those affected areas in the
Tehama region (shaded in red color on
the map) have already been damaged.
Rough estimation from the Ministry
indicated that the loss could reach as
high as 60 billion Yemen Riyals
(equivalent to over 270 million US
Dollars. That will exacerbate the food
insecurity situation of the population
within those affected areas. We are
closely monitoring and discussing with
all our partners.

Figure 6: Map showing affected areas in the Coastal
Tehama Region

Source: MOAI Office of Yemen; mapping by WFP Yemen

This alarming information has
triggered a multi-agency joint rapid assessment of the situation. A team of experts from WFP, FAO and
MoAI is deployed to investigate the level of the damage. However, according to the information from
the FEWS NET livelihoods analysis, the crops grown in the area are expected to be harvested in
July/August and to the latest in September/October. Nevertheless, recent field information from the
joint mission has revealed that the crops are still standing on the farming fields and the situation is
devastating (as depicted by the pictures below taken by the assessment team).
Figure 7: Photo showing the extent of the Locust infestation in the Tehama Region

Source: Photo taken by the Rapid Assessment Team

6. IMPACT OF THE LOCUST INFESTATION
Given the fact that the destruction of the locust outbreak is still ongoing and not controlled yet, the
magnitude of the overall damage can hardly quantified. According to the convergence of evidences
from various sources including field observations and key informant interviews as well as preliminary
assessment findings from MOAI, four districts in Hajja governorate and eight districts in Hodeida
governorate (all located within the Tehama region) are the most affected by the damages of the locust
attack. Although most of the districts in the Tehama region are still at high risk, the situation in districts
of Taiz is reported to be relatively better. As a result, the focus of the assessment was narrowed down
DRAFT REPORT – prepared by WFP with support from FAO and MOAI – 2 January 2014
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to the most affected areas of Hajja and Hodeida governorates and more details bout those areas are
presented below.
Impact of the Locust Outbreak in Hajja
The governorate of Hajja is situated 120 km north west of Sana'a. With an area of 8,228 square
kilometers and divided into 31 districts, Hajja is bordered by Saudi Arabia and Sa’ada Governorate in the
north, Amran Governorate in the east, Mahweet and Hodeida governorates in the south, and the Red
Sea with part of Hodeida coastal area in the west. Abs district is the largest in terms of area, while
Wadharah district is the smallest.
Figure 8: Map of Hajja Governorate with locust affected
districts

BOX 1: Basic fact sheet on Hajja
governorate
-

Total poverty rate: (47.5%); [Total
National Average (34.8%)]
Urban poverty: (20.9%); [National
average for urban (20.7%)]
Rural Poverty (50%); [National
average for rural (40.1%)]
National poverty rank (from 21
Governorates, 1=best; 2= worst): 17
Per capita poverty line (urban): 5.626
YR; [National urban average is
5.667YR)]
Per capita poverty line (rural):
5.401YR; [National rural average is
5.337YR)]
Food-poor households: (14.5%) in
2005-06
Severely food insecure (20.4%) and
moderately food insecure (40.3%) –
total food insecure (60.7%) – ranked
the top 4th among the worse off
governorates – Abyan, Addale, Hajja
and Shabwa. (WFP UFSMS 2013).

-

-

-

-

Source: Rapid Assessment Mission from Hajja governorate MOAI Office

According to the information from Hajja governorate MOAI Office, significant damage was recorded in
the districts of Abs, Hairan, Haradh and Midi. Information on areas cultivated and planted by various
crops is presented in Table 1 below. The table also shows the level of damaged on planted areas by the
locust.
Table 1: Crop cultivation by type and districts in Hajja (within Tehama)
Abs
Details

Hairan

% of Total
Cultivated

Total arable Land
Cultivated Land
Area Planted by
Sorghum

41,683
38,185

100%
92%

10,578
10,229

100%
97%

12,235
6,341

100%
52%

8,450
2,078

100%
25%

16,102

42%

9,054

89%

3,107

49%

1,321

64%

Area Planted by Millet
Area Planted by
Sesame

11,796

31%

829

8%

190

3%

744

36%

1%

100

1%

102

1,161

2%
3,581

775

697

2,149

465

Affected Ownership

362

5,264

3,158

% of Total
Cultivated

Area by
Hectare

Midi

Area by
Hectare

Total Land Ownership

Area by
Hectare

Haradh
% of Total
Cultivated
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Farmers in Haradh, Midi, Hairan and Abs districts have informed the assessment mission that the
locusts have destroyed (eaten) all of
Figure 9: Percent of crop damage by Locust in Hajja
the millet and sesame crops on their
first attack and continued damaging
the sorghum crops and the mango
trees and fruits. Figure 9 shows the
extent of destruction caused by the
locust on sorghum, millet and sesame
crops in the four affected districts of
Hajja. A total of 5,100Mt of Sorghum,
8,700Mt of Millet, and 570Mt of
Sesame was estimated to be lost which
amounts to be about 2.62 billion
Yemen Riyals (or 12.2 million US
dollars).
Source: Rapid Assessment Mission from governorate MOAI Office
Bees apiary and herding areas (grazing lands) have also been affected, which the mission has been
witnessed on the damages, though there is no enough detailed data available to quantify the magnitude
of the destruction.
According to the latest WFP’s UFSMS results, about 61 percent of the population in Hajja are food
insecure (WFP UFSMS 2013). Districts which were located in the Tehama region are the most vulnerable
due to their limited opportunity to grow the most important cash crop (qat). The affected farmers
informed the mission that the damaged crops used to support their food and other non-food needs
although the amount of production lasts not more than two months. Millet and sorghum are the main
staple food for the households and they consume about 70 percent of these crops from what they
normally produce. All kind of foods are available in the markets around the affected districts with same
prices except the rise in the prices of local millet and sesame which have been doubled in recent
months, particularly in the affected areas.
The preliminary findings of the assessment mission indicated that about 6,500 households are directly
affected by the damage of crops while much more number of households could be affected indirectly
due to loss of income from the agricultural labour which supports most of the poor households who
have been living mainly on humanitarian assistance.

Impact of Locust Outbreak in Hodeida
The Governorate of Al Hodeida is located in the western part of Yemen and occupies most of the
western coastline bordering the Red sea. With an area of 13,479 square kilometres, and divided into
26 districts, Al Hodaidah is bordered by Taiz and Ibb in the south, Red Sea in the west and Mahweet,
Sana’a, Rayma and Dhamar in the east, and Hajja in the north. Zabid district is the largest in terms of
area, while AlHujailah district is the smallest.
With 2,721,968 inhabitants, representing 11.2 percent of the country’s population, Al Hodaidah is
ranked as the second largest governorate in population size. Bait-AlFaqih is the most populated district
with 304,424 people. Kamarn district is the lowest in terms of population with about 3,110 total
residents (Source: CSO, WFP projection at mid-year 2012).
The governorate occupies most of the western coastline on the Red Sea and about 90 percent of
Hodieda lands characterized as Tehama area.
DRAFT REPORT – prepared by WFP with support from FAO and MOAI – 2 January 2014
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BOX 2: Basic fact sheet on Hodieda
governorate
-

Figure 10: Map of Hodieda Governorate with locust
affected districts

Poverty: (21.6%); [National average for urban
(20.7%)]
Rural Poverty (36.4%); [National average for
rural (40.1%)]
National poverty rank (from 21
Governorates, 1=best): 9
Per capita poverty line (urban): 5.020 YR;
[National urban average is 5.667YR)]

-

Per capita poverty line (rural): 4.981YR;
[National rural average is 5.337YR)]

-

Food-poor households: (11.5%) in 2005-06
Severely food insecure (16.6%) and
moderately food insecure (12.4%) total
food insecure (29%) (WFP UFSMS 2013).

The most affected districts by locust which
are identified by the locust spray teams of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigations,
Assukhna, Al Mansoreya, Azzuhra and Al
Marawa’a districts. Although
Al
Marawa’a district has been affected badly
but the farmer did not allow the spray teams
to spray the affected lands as pesticide will
affect the bees in the area. Therefore, not
spraying activities conducted over there.
Other districts with very low
effects of locust include Addahi,
Al Duraihimi, Bait Alfaqih and Al
Zaydia, according to the
information from the spray
teams in the area who are
deployed by the Desert Locust
Control Center of MOAI.

Source: Rapid Assessment Mission from Hodieda governorate MOAI Office

Figure 11: Percent of crop damage by Locust in Hajja

The most affected crops within
the eight impacted districts of
Hodieda are millet, sesame and
sorghum. On the average, over
Source: Rapid Assessment Mission from Hodieda governorate MOAI Office
95 percent of millets crop has
been destroyed; about 100 percent of sesame crop has been destroyed and for sorghum about 47
percent of the crop destroyed (Figure 11 shows details by districts). A total of 11,580Mt of Sorghum;
11,730Mt of Millet; and 2,820Mt of Sesame was estimated to be lost which amounts to be about 5.12
billion Yemen Riyals (which is equivalent to 23.8 million US dollars).
Bees apiary and herding areas (grazing lands) have also been affected, which the mission has been
witnessed on the damages, though there is no enough detailed data available to quantify the magnitude
of the destruction.
DRAFT REPORT – prepared by WFP with support from FAO and MOAI – 2 January 2014
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According to the information from Hodieda governorate MOAI Office, serious damage was recorded in
the districts of Assukhna, Al Mansoreya, Azzuhra and Al Marawa’a. Information on areas cultivated and
planted by various crops in these districts is presented in Table 2 below. The table also shows the level
of destruction on planted areas due to the outbreak of the locust.
Table 2: Crop cultivation by type and selected districts in Hodieda (within Tehama)
Assukhna
Details

Area by
Hectare

Al Mansoreya

% of Total
Cultivated

Area by
Hectare

Azzuhra

% of Total
Cultivated

Area by
Hectare

Al Marawa'a

% of Total
Cultivated

Area by
Hectare

% of Total
Cultivated

Total arable Land

14,686

100%

7,991

100%

29,093

100%

8,450

100%

Cultivated Land
Area Planted by
Sorghum
Area Planted by
Millet
Area Planted by
Sesame
Total Land
Ownership
Affected
Ownership

13,824

94%

7,226

90%

21,571

74%

2,078

25%

7,401

54%

3,137

43%

12,963

60%

1,321

64%

5,673

41%

3,046

2%

948

4%

744

36%

234

2%
4,245
45%
1,910

160

2%
2,903
45%
1,306

1,891

9%
7,821
45%
3,519

0%
6,056
60%
3,634

According to the latest WFP’s UFSMS results, about 29 percent of the population in Hodieda are food
insecure (WFP UFSMS 2013). Many affected districts had big losses in their crops, pastures and bees
apiary. Farmers informed the mission that the affected crops, animal products and honey used to
secure them with food for 3-4 months. They used to consume about 50 percent of their production and
sell the rest to meet their other non-food needs. All kind of foods are available in the markets around
the affected districts with same prices except the rise in the prices of local millet and sesame which
have been doubled in recent months, particularly in the affected areas.
The preliminary findings of the assessment mission indicated that about 6,800 households are directly
affected by the damage of crops while much more number of households could be affected indirectly
due to loss of income from the agricultural labour which supports most of the poor households who
have been living mainly on humanitarian assistance.

7. CONCLUDING REMARKS
Although the government has predicted the total loss caused by the locust outbreak to reach to 60
billion Yemen Riyals (over 270 million US dollars), so far all the available information from the
assessment indicated that the current loss is estimated to be about 8 billion Yemen Riyals (which is
equivalent to 36 million US dollars). However, as the locust infestation is still continuing and spreading
out to cover many more areas, the current estimate will likely to grow further.
The precarious food security situation of poor households within the most affected districts of Hajja
and Hodieda is expected to deteriorate further and they will likely to seek humanitarian assistance.
More specifically, those households who have been under food assistance until recently are the most
vulnerable.
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8. SUGGESTED RESPONSE OPTIONS AND ACTIONS
Based on the initial analysis about the situation presented in this document, the following preventive
actions and response options are suggested to be considered by concerned agencies.


Provide all the necessary support (pesticides, equipment, technical, logistical and financial) to
the government in order to control the locust infestation.



As the severely food insecure households from the current most affected four districts of Hajja
and eight districts of Hodeida have been under the emergency safety net (ESN) assistance until
December 2013, it is highly recommended to continue assisting them in order to avoid
humanitarian crisis in those areas.



Closely monitor the food security situation of those households with moderate food insecurity
in the most affected areas and all districts in the Tehama region.



Update the results of the assessment as more fresh information becomes available.



After the end of the outbreak, conduct an in-depth food security survey to understand the
actual impact of the locust infestation in all affected areas of the country and prepare and
implement the required responses.



Provide seed assistance for affected farming households for the next agricultural season.



As the infestation is anticipated to continue until end of January 2014 and likely to be
widespread covering more governorates, the overall food security situation of those affected
areas as well as those which are at risk need to be closely monitored.



A strong national and governorate level locust monitoring systems need to be established for
better and effective prevention and preparedness as well as response mechanisms/activities
in the future.



Assess the capacity of the government’s locust control center and provide all appropriate
support to enhance its resilience to withstand similar shocks in the future on its own.
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Field level assessment was conducted jointly by MOAI, WFP and FAO with the following team members:
 Ahmed Ismail (WFP)
 Reyadh Mohammed (FAO)
 Saeed Al Muamary, Abdul Adheem M. Ismail (MOAI Desert Locus Control Centre)
Data compilation, analysis and report writing was led by WFP with essential contributions from MOAI and
FAO.

For questions or comments concerning any aspect of this Report please contact:
WFP Country Office, Yemen
Mr. AhmadShah Shahi
Head, VAM/M&E
Ahmadshah.Shahi@wfp.org
Mr. Endalkachew Alamnew
VAM Officer
Endalkachew.Alamnew@wfp.org
Mr. Ahmed Ismail
National VAM Officer
Ahmed.Ismail@wfp.org
MOAI Deseret Locust Control Centre, Yemen
Mr. Saeed Al Muamary
Locust Expert
FAO Country Office, Yemen
Mr. Reyadh Mohammed

riyadhaudin@yahoo.com
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