Inter-agency Rapid Needs Assessment Report:
Mundri West (1-5 March 2016)
Mvolo

Background
Mundri West County has an estimated population of more
than 52,500 people. Since May 2015, ongoing insecurity
and fighting between armed actors has disrupted the
lives and livelihoods of tens of thousands of people,
many of whom are in need of humanitarian assistance.
Humanitarian operations in the hardest hit areas have
been hampered by ongoing insecurity. Areas south of
Mundri Town have been hard to access for the past 10
months.
Humanitarian partners travelled from 1 – 5 March 2016
and launched a response and Inter-agency Rapid Needs
Assessment (IRNA) mission in Mundri Town, Kotobi,
Gariya, Landigwa and Bangolo in Mundri West County.
This IRNA assessment report outlines the key findings from
the assessment team.
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Key overview of findings

Renewed fighting in mid-February 2016 in Mundri West saw
houses, crops, schools and health centres looted, damaged and
destroyed. Thousands of people were displaced, with women in
Gariya telling the inter-agency team that they have had to move
over 10 times since May 2015. Communities highlighted the
following priority needs: food and agricultural inputs; shelter
and non-food items; medicines; and education. All five locations
assessed reported a decrease in food consumption as a result
of loss of crops and food stocks. Many had turned to negative
coping mechanisms, such as reducing the number of meals eaten,
borrowing food from neighbours, consuming more wild foods
than normal, and restricting food consumption by adults. Across
all of the locations visited, women highlighted the need for shelter,
food and household items, such as utensils and sleeping mats.
A looted health facility in Bangalo. Photo: Oxfam/ Nick Lacey.
Displaced women whose homes had been looted and burnt were
living and sleeping in the open, unable to create temporary shelters for themselves as the grass ordinarily used
for such activities had been burnt. At least three health facilities were damaged or looted during the fighting,
leaving only Mundri Town and Kotobi with functioning facilities and available essential drugs. Across the areas
visited, 50 per cent of the schools (9 out of 18) were closed, including the only schools in Gariya, Bangolo and
Landigwa. More than 53 per cent of water points (7 out of 13) in the areas visited were damaged or destroyed.
In Bangolo, the community is entirely dependent on untreated water from streams. Many containers used to
fetch water were looted or burnt, leaving an average of around 20 families to share one five-litre jerry can in
some locations. In Mundri Town and Kotobi, the team were told of men and boys being exposed to threats of
harassment and detention by armed actors, while women and girls reported being fearful of increased exposure
and risk to sexual violence when moving alone.

Crisis Timeline
May 2015
Fighting
erupts
between
farmers from Mundri West and
East counties and cattle
keepers who brought cattle
from different parts of the
country for grazing in the state.
More than 30,000 people are
displaced.

October 2015
An armed group attacks the SPLA barracks in
Mundri town, sparking three days of armed
clashes that displace the entire population of
Mundri town and villages along the roads to
Maridi, Mvolo and Juba. An estimated 30,000
people in Mundri West and 20,000 in Mundri
East are affected, many of whom scattered to
villages and bushes without access to services.
About 600 people take shelter at the UNMISS
base in Mundri.

February 2016
From 11 to 17 February, attacks
take place at towns located
south of Bari checkpoint,
including Gariya, Landigwa and
Bangolo.
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Population Movements
Thousands of people have been displaced
in Mundri West, many multiple times. Kotobi,
which has remained relatively stable throughout, is estimated to be hosting just under
8,000 people displaced from surrounding
MUNDRI TOWN
18,742
6,185
12,557
315
areas. Bangolo, Gariya and Landigwa have received IDPs from other areas, including Mundri
Town, Maridi and Yambio. Gariya is estimated
KOTOBI
12,000
7,981
to be hosting some 3,000 people displaced
from other areas, while around 5,500 people
GARIYA
10,980
5,490
5,490
2,955
from Gariya remain displaced in the town and
surrounds. About 1,800 IDPs from other locations are estimated to be sheltering in LandigLANDIGWA
1,560
1,092
468
1,802
wa, while in Bangolo, more than 3,200 people
from the village remain displaced from their
BANGALO
3,256
3,256
320
homes. In Mundri town, some 6,185 people
who were displaced are estimated to have re* The population number for Mundri Town is based on census projection. For Kotobi , the
turned (based upon estimations of registered
number was provided by RRC and for the other locations, by local authorities.
children attending classes and observations
from the assessment), while more than 12,500 are thought to still be hiding in the bushes in surrounding areas.
Focus group discussions with women revealed that some in Gariya had fled over 10 times since May 2015. The
insecurity that occurred from 11-17 February 2016 was seen as a significant shock by communities in Bangolo,
Gariya and Landigwa. The assessment team observed destruction in Mundri Town, Bangolo, Gariya and Landigwa, including personal property, dwellings, crops, health care centres and schools. In some locations, it was
observed that people had not yet returned due to the looting and destruction of homes and personal property,
as well as fear of future insecurity.
Estimated
population
displaced and
returned

Estimated
population
(pre-crisis)*

Estimated
population
still displaced

Estimated IDPs
from other
locations in the
area/town

Assessment Data

EDUCATION
Percentage of school-age children in classes

Functionality of schools
Mundri

5 of 7

Kotobi

*estimated based upon population data from the locations

33%

(Since September 2015)

out from school

4 of 8

Gariya

(Since May 2015)

Landigwa

(Since May 2015)

in school

77%
100%

Mundri

out from school

Bangolo

(Since May 2015)

18%

Legend:
Functional school
Not functional school
Building looted/destroyed

out from school

82%

in school

Gariya, Landigwa
and Bangolo

Kotobi

EMERGENCY SHELTER & NFI

(Assessments took place only in Gariya, Landigwa and Bangalo)

Estimated number of structures
damaged/destroyed*

200
Bangolo

70
Landigwa
and surroundings

*Estimate numbers from local community and UNOSAT.

A destroyed house in Gariya.

Household items in Gariya, Landigwa
and Bangolo were reportedly burnt
or destroyed, with the exception of a
few jerry cans which are now shared
amongst as many as 20 families.
Women highlighted sleeping mats,
shelter materials, mosquito nets and
utensils as priority needs.
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FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS
Number of weeks food stocks will last at household level

Mundri

Kotobi

Gariya

<1

<1

<1

Landigwa

Livestock available

Bangolo

1-2

Mundri
Kotobi

<1

-

Gariya

Top three coping strategies reported:
1 Reduce number of meals eaten per day
2 Collect more wild foods than usual for the season
3 Limit portion size of meals

Landigwa
Bongolo

In all locations cultivation was taking place previously but was disrupted by insecurity. The teams visually
verified the destruction. Communities reported very limited retention of seeds and tools.
* All data is based on interviews and focus group discussions with the community.

NUTRITION

(Assessments took place only in Gariya and Bangalo)
Total people screened

Malnutrition rates (MUAC screening)
9.24%

Children
under age 57.1%

52

Pregnant and
lactating women

305
SAM

0.34%

129
Girls 0-59 month

124

Gariya

MAM

Boys 0-59 month

92

1.97%

Pregnant and lactating women

9.61%

8.9%

5.13%

5.43%

Bangolo

Gariya

Bangolo

665

Gariya

266

307

Bangolo

HEALTH
Top 3 health concerns

Functionality of health facilities

Mundri

Cold chain
functioning

OTP only

Mundri

Kotobi

1. Acute Respiratory
2. Malaria
3. Diarrhoea

Kotobi

1. Acute Respiratory
2. Diarrhoea
3. Malaria

*According to records from health facilities

Gariya

Landigwa

Bangolo

Legend:
Facility fully
functional

Facility partially
functional

Facility looted or
destroyed

Gariya, Landigwa and Bangolo
- Skin diseases
- Diarrhoea
- Malaria

*According to local community. All medical records were destroyed

Drugs availability

Mundri

essential medicines
1-3 month supply

Kotobi

essential medicines
1-3 month supply

Gariya

Landigwa

Bangolo

Last vaccination campaign was in April 2015 in the five locations. Routine vaccinations continued
until September 2015 when cold chains were interrupted.
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PROTECTION
Mundri Town and Kotobi:
			
• Reports of men and boys being exposed to threats of harassment and detention by armed actors.
• Women and girls reportedly fearful of detentions and increased risk of sexual violence when moving alone.
• In Mundri Town, reports that people are afraid as armed actors are targeting individuals.
• In Kotobi, reports of men and boys arrested and women harassed by armed actors, especially when moving
from Kotobi to Mundri Town.
• Lack of dignity kits for women and girls of reproductive age.
				
Gariya, Landigwa and Bangolo:
			
• Reports of forced displacement, mistreatment by armed actors, and presence of UXOs.
• General fear and trauma reported due to repeated displacement.
• People report fear of moving, with many still hiding in bushes due to fear of another attack.

		

WASH

(Assessments took place only in Mundri, Gariya, Landigwa and Bangalo)

Water sources

Number of functioning water points
2 of 5

Mundri
Gariya

0 of 1

Landigwa

1 of 3

Bangalo

3 of 4

• In all locations, lack of soap and need for
improvement in hygiene practices was reported.
• Many households reported that jerry cans and
water containers were looted or burnt. Reportedly,
on average, about 20 people are sharing one
5-litre jerry can, requiring women to undertake
multiple journeys to water sources each day.

10 %

20 %

10 %
50 %

30 %

100 %
80 %

Mundri

Bangolo

Gariya

hand pump

river/stream

unknown

wells

Percentage of people that practice open defection

99%

100%

100%

Mundri

Gariya

Bangolo

For the full dataset of the Mundri West IRNA, please visit: http://bit.ly/1UIOKos
Participant organizations
Action Africa Help (AAH-I)

Nonviolent Peaceforce

ADCORD

Norwegian People’s Aid

IOM

OCHA

IsraAID

Oxfam

LCED

Save the Children

MAYA

UNHCR

Medair

World Vision
Distribution of survival kits and WASH NFIs in Gariya.
Photo: Oxfam/Nick Lacey.

